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PREFACE 


Several reasons are set forth for the writing of this book at 
this particular time and at the close of a long and useful 
ministry. 

First: It has been my own desire to tell the story of my 
ministerial life. I have been urged by a number of friends and 
relatives also to write my memoirs. I want my loving wife, 
children, grandchildren, relatives and others to have my life 
story first hand. It is set forth briefly in chroriological order. 
I want to set the record straight of an interesting and exciting 
adventure with God. This requires some research on my part 
which has been a real appreciation of the Christian ministry 
and has given me a fresh urge to finish my course with joy. 

Second: I write by way of encouragement to fellow 
pastors who are finding the going difficult. It is hard to get 
into the ministry, it is still harder to quit. I tried for three 
years to stay out of it, but when I could no longer endure, I 
surrendered and let Him take over. 

In this day of mergers and affiliations, we are losing sight 
of quality by substituting numbers. The emphasis is Bigness. 
There is no substitute for the New Birth, Bible Study, 
Communion with God and Christian service, This may seem 
to be the hard way, but listen to St. Paul in Phil. 4:13. “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” So let us 
thank God and take new courage. 

Third: I have been blessed with a good memory and have 
kept a daily diary for 35 years. These two precious 
possessions make writing a joy and a pleasure. Needless to say 
I am full of my subject and write for the fun of it. Not all 
events of my life are included in this story, but the old pen 
portrait remains about the same. It does not need retouching, 
but acceptance as it is. 

May I say to my readers, life has been wonderful and may 
God bless you all. Amen. 
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INTRODUCTION 


When a person renders valuable service in the work of the 
Church, it is not fully understood or appreciated by ail 
people. It is not nearly as glamorous as the feat of the person 
who travels in space or who discovers some important 
scientific fact. Yet the man who unselfishly dedicates his life 
to the program and work of the Church may be rendering a 
greater service to the betterment of humanity than that of 
the noted scientist. 

It has been my privilege to know the author of this book 
for about forty years. We became acquainted as students in 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary (now United Theological 
Seminary). After graduation, he rendered very acceptable 
service as a Pastor. He was elected to the office of Conference 
Superintendent and was later selected as Director of Town 
and Country Church for his denomination. In _ this 
responsibility, I learned to appreciate his fine leadership for I 
was struggling along trying to be a Conference Director of 
Rural Work. His advice and help were greatly appreciated. 

His interests were never limited to a _ particular 
responsibility. He concerned himself with the work of the 
local Church, the broad field of Missions, Christian Education 
and the Church’s ministry to the aging. He always went about 
his many tasks in a quiet way, never assuming an air of 
superiority. I have many pleasant memories of his warm 
friendship and jovial spirit. 

The late Bishop G. M. Matthews in writing the Preface to 
“Fifty-Five Years in the Gospel Ministry’? which is an 
account of the work of Bishop D. K. Flickinger in the early 
days of the missionary effort in Sierre Leone, Africa 
characterizes him as a man rendering “‘faithful service, 
fruitful activity, great sacrifices, and generous contributions 
to the Church.” These traits seem to embody many of the 
characteristics and work of Dr. B. H. Cain. 

In writing his “Memoir,” he will be sharing with us some 
of the rich memories of his life and many of the enriching 
experiences he has had with his wide circle of friends of 


former years. 
L. N. Main, D.D. 


Sterling, Hlinois 





EARLY YEARS 


The residence was a five room log house farm home only 
recently enlarged, located in Pulaski County near San Pierre, 
Indiana, where I first saw the light of day. My parents were 
William F. Cain and his wife Mary Meuller Cain. They already 
had five children—Chris G., August C., William L., Lydia E. 
and Edward A. when I joined the growing family on 
December 29, .1889-—a Christmas holiday child. Before 
jeaving the county in 1895, Martha M. and Sylvia E. were 
added to our number. After relocation and near the turn of 
the century, James McKinley and Anna M. raised the number 
of children to ten. As I recall, all of them were well and 
willing to work. Of this number only three remain—the two 
younger sisters who reside in Plymouth and South Bend, 
Indiana and myself. All three of us are enjoying our 
retirement and are in fairly good health. For me, to write my 
memoirs is a pleasant and interesting responsibility. May the 
readers find it informing, entertaining and helpful. 

The 120 acre farm located in the region known as “The 
Blue Sea” was low land, sandy and marshy. The Kankakee 
River overflowed its banks periodically and the crops were 
often ruined. The river had no sufficient outlet. Later, it was 
dredged and the problem was remedied. Our livestock was of 
low grade and the herds were small. Besides trying to till 
these poor acres my father had to resort to hunting and 
trapping to feed his brood. Wild game consisted of wild 
ducks, geese, wild turkeys and pheasants. Fur bearing animals 
were quite plentiful. One season my father trapped 1300 
muskrats and sold their hides for 10 cents each. The hides of 
skunks, minks and beavers were not so many, but a little 
higher in price. All of this side line activity, so to speak, 
helped to feed the family and keep the home together. My 
father was a good provider and loved every one of us. 

During my stay of five years under this roof some 
important events occurred. The family worshipped in a 
nearby Evangelical country church. The congregation was 
German speaking people. One day, after hearing an inspiring 
sermon the Sunday before, at the age of four, I chmbed on 
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an old truck and imitated the preacher, using the ducks and 
chickens as my congregation. I loved to play church and from 
early childhood knew that God wanted me to be a minister. 
Another scene of early morning was an encounter between 
“Old Nick” our large Newfoundland watch dog and a stray 
wolf. It was a furious battle. I wanted Nick to win and he 
did. The wolf finally freed himself from Nick’s clutches and 
escaped by way of an opening in the picket fence. Another 
time I was running from the house to the barnyard when a 
flock of wild geese, having spied a pile of grain on the ground 
descended all around me and gave me a good “flopping” of 
wings. I made my way back to the house and told my 
experience to my mother. A still more shocking event of 
those early years was that of the embarrassed school teacher. 
It was a neighborhood custom for the parents of school 
children to invite the teacher to an evening meal and a 
fellowship visit at least once each year, the teacher of the one 
room school be it man or woman, Our time came and so did 
the teacher. We were all waiting for him on “tiptoe” 
anticipation. Just when tension was the highest, I seemed to 
have suffered a lapse of memory. The teacher knocked on the 
door and thinking one of my brothers was trying to play a 
trick on us, I yelled out in a loud voice, “Come in, if your 
nose is clean,” He heard me and so did my mother who was 
standing near by. I had embarrassed the teacher and spoiled 
the evening for everyone. | was slapped in the mouth and 
sent backwards into the wood box with a thud. I did not stay 
there for long but became conspicious for my absence the 
remainder of the evening. Upon admittance, the teacher 
smiled, greeted the family and soon all but one of the Cain 
family were enjoying the evening. When I was several years 
older my brothers and sisters related more incidents in which 
I hadparticipated but I neither recalled nor believed them. 
Only one thing more that occurred during those years which 
I remember was the sad day for all of us when my 
grandfather, Chris Cain, was laid to rest in a cemetery near 
Medaryville, Indiana. He was 72 years old. 
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WE RELOCATE 


“The Blue Sea” as it was known, was at that time the most 
desolate place on earth. Why my parents located there in the 
first place has always been a deep mystery to me. It offered 
little or no future for a energetic farmer with a rapidly 
growing family. My father sold his 120 acre tract of land for 
the sum of $800. He often said if he owned 40 more acres of 
the same kind of earth the family could not have survived. He 
was land poor. His desire was to own a small farm in a 
community where a large number of acres could be rented on 
the shares and cultivated by the several sons still at home. He 
found the wanted farm in White County, just two miles west 
of Monticello. The farm buildings were quite adequate in 
providing for our large family. My oldest brother Chris had 
gone to shift for himself. 

There were a farge number of acres for rent in the 
surrounding neighborhood, so there was work for all of the 
family. One drawback however was that possession of the 
home could not be obtained until March 1, 1896. The Pulaski 
County home which we had sold had to be vacated 
November 1, 1895, As a second best we rented the farm 
home of Rufus Ross located just one mile south of 
Monticello, and moved there in early November, 1895. We 
wintered there in comfort and moved March 1, 1896 to our 
new home west of town. 

My first school day was in early September, 1896 in the 
one room frame building known as the Thompson school just 
one mile west of town. Thirty pupils were housed in this old 
building which was condemned as unsafe at the end of the 
year. A new and more modern building was erected forty 
rods west of the old one. There were eight grades in the 
school. There were three Negro pupils in the school. We 
played together without discrimination. 

Here I attended school until March 1, 1904 when we 
moved again. It was a painful experience when we were torn 
away from our many old friends. I had learned about as 
much as the average pupil. We had several teachers during this 
period of eight years. Some of them I have forgotten, some I 
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would like to forget, two I cannot forget because of the 
impressions they made on my young life. To add to our grief 
of the coming departure, we attended the funeral of our two 
favorite dogs, “Jack” the beautiful Collie and “Snippy”’ the 
rat terrier. Both had met with tragic accidents. 

Those formative years at Monticello were of great value to 
me later. I did not appreciate it at that time. 

I learned the value of hard work. I helped milk the cows 
regularly when I was six years old. One day when I had 
shocked oats for ten hours, | complained to my father of 
being tired. His answer was, “You should have been a boy 
when I was a boy when a day was from sunup to sundown.” 
There was small comfort in those words for a lad of twelve 
years. 

I also learned the lesson of economy. We boys had little or 
no spending money. During the late autumn and late winter 
months, I made and set box traps in the woods to catch 
rabbits alive. I made the trips to the traps before daylight 
each morning, dressed the rabbits and hung them on the 
clothes line to freeze. After supper I carried them to the meat 
market in Monticello and sold them for ten cents each. That 
was getting spending money the hard way. Sometimes I had 
as much as fifty cents in my pocket. I learned the importance 
of the give and take of life—fair play. I engaged in all kinds of 
sports. Our home and front yard was the gathering place for 
the boys of the community every Sunday afternoon both 
winter and summer. As the result of these gatherings I 
became an outstanding athlete. I could outrun, out wrestle, 
out jump and if necessary out fight anyone of my size band 
age in the surrounding country. 

My spiritual nature was slightly neglected. I did attend 
Sunday School at the Methodist Church at Monticello, but 
not regularly. The vision of being a minister was not dimmed 
for this and I am exceedingly grateful. Now after more than 
60 years, I still get homesick for Monticello. 
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LIGONIER 


Late in 1903 my father became involved with a real estate 
firm in Ligonier known as the Strauss Brothers Company. 
They also operated a bank and sold farms in northern Indiana 
and Ohio. An agreement was made with the company and my 
father that for every farm sold to a buyer he would bring, he 
would receive one dollar per acre commission. He earned 
several hundred dollars this way. However, having sold his 
farm at Monticello this Hebrew firm unloaded an 80 acre 
lemon on my father. We never lived on it and it took ten 
years to dispose of it at cost. Unfortunately, he rented a 160 
acre farm owned by this firm located six miles west of 
Ligonier on the Hire Settlement. We moved there March 1, 
1904. The farm was sold during the year to a man in Ohio 
who wanted possession March 1, 1905. So we had to look for 
another home. I finished my eighth grade school in one 
month, and graduated in Goshen, Indiana May 4, 1904. I was 
the first one of the family to complete the eighth grade. A 
severe drought practically ruined our crops, so the year was 
not a good one for us. 


WAWAKA 


By now four of the children were on their own. My 
prospect for entering High School was limited and after a 
year entirely abandoned. 

I was a farm hand with some live stock as pay at the end of 
the year. From childhood J had known that God wanted me 
to be a minister of the Gospel, although I had never made a 
public confession of Christ. I needed guidance. The only 
churches in the community were a Baptist in Casperville, and 
a Lutheran church in Wawaka. These I attended irregularly. 
The struggle to be a successful farmer or to enter the ministry 
continued and | was not happy. 

After one year on the Ed, Kinnison farm, my father rented 
a 130 acre farm two miles west of Wawaka and 3 miles east 
of Ligonier. It was known as the Abe Smith farm. Here we 
farmed for 3 years, adding some neighborhood fields to the 
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130 acres. 

Now at the age of 18 years I had spent a long time in the 
school of silence, solitude and aloneness. What had I leamed 
during these years in the great out-of-doors, the large fields, 
the golden grain, frosty mornings, the starry skies, the flying 
clouds, live stock, God’s marvelous color scheme of the four 
seasons and beautiful flowers? I had learned to meditate, to 
pray, the ways of Providence, patience and humility. This 
education—without it, I could not have become the Apostle 
to rural people as I did some years later. 

I now had the assurance that proceedings for my formal 
education and entrance into the the ministry through some 
church would come to pass. This was a great comfort and 
relief. I might add that I had “broken into society” by 
attending young people’s parties as ‘fon looker” and not a 
participant as yet. I was too bashful. I did join the 
‘“‘Halloweeners” of the community and never was suspected 
or caught in tricks which required a lot of physical energy. 


BURR OAK CHURCH 


After three years of successful tenancy on Uncle Abe’s 
farm, my father became more and more dissatisfied with the 
high rent by the owner, and sought another farm where rent 
was more agreeable. Uncle Abe did not want us to leave, 
fortunately my father found a 160 acre farm of fertile soil 
and adequate buildings located 3 miles northwest of Ligonier. 
It was known as the Wysong farm. Fortunately too, the Burr 
Oak. U. B. Church was operating in the center of this 
community. It was within walking distance of our new home 
and joined on a circuit with the Solomon Creek Church 
located just six miles west. Here I attended Sunday School 
regularly. Preaching services were held every two weeks. On 
January 10, 1910, during a four weeks revival meeting, I led a 
group to the ‘Mourners’ Bench” and thus ended my struggle 
by surrendering all to Jesus Christ. It was a glorious 
experience to which I have referred to many times during my 
life. On January 16, 1910 I was baptized and joined the 
church. 
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Those who were the most instrumental in my conversion 
experience were my Sunday School] teacher, Mrs. Filmore 
Price. She led all of her 12 pupils to the altar during this 
special meeting. She was a genuine Christian and everybody 
knew it. The Pastor of these two churches was Rev. Orange 
Lemon Richart. He preached a lot of hell-fire and brimstone. 
The church had an “Amen” corner where six or more 
enthusiastic members rooted for the preacher, and a host of 
praying friends in the congregation. I learned to pray in 
public before the meeting ended and started giving my 
testimony. Six months later I was elected assistant Sunday 
School Superintendent. This was the beginning of Christian 
responsibility. 

I shall always be grateful to the Burr Oak Church for 
putting its new converts to work. 


PARENTS LOCATE 


An old proverb says “‘a rolling stone gathers no moss.” By 
now my readers will classify us as a family of 
“Nomads” —“Gypsies.” Please bear with me as I give an 
account of the two last moves in brief. On the Wysong farm 
we raised good crops, bought and sold horses, cattle and 
swine. The farm was owned by a Hebrew Real Estate 
Company and Bankers known as the Sol Meyer Company. In 
1911 the farm was sold to a man from Illinois who wanted 
possession March |, 1911. We moved again but just one mile 
closer to the church, to the Charlie Smith Farm of 40 acres. 
Big farming for the Cain family had come to an end. I was 
compelled to work at odd jobs, hoping to save enough money 
to enter college. During 1912 I worked for my brother Chris 
Cain on a farm near Nappanee, Indiana for $20.00 per month 
plus board and room. While there J attended the Mt. Tabor 
Church of God. I found it extremely difficult to save any 
money on those wages. 

During the winter of 1913, my father traded his 80 acre 
farm near Millersburg, on which he had never lived, for a 23 
acre tract of land just outside the city limits, north of 
Plymouth, Indiana on State Rd. 31. We moved to our new 
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home early in April, and my parents resided there for 25 
years. My father died October 23, 1939 and my mother died 
July 23, 1944. I roomed and boarded at home and found 
employment at the Thayer Box Factory at 17 cents per hour. 
I transferred my church membership to the First United 
Brethren Church of Plymouth. I told my plans for entering 
the ministry to the Pastor, Rev. C. A. Spitler. On November 
25, 1913 the Conference Superintendent, Dr. J. E. Grimes in 
a special meeting granted me license to preach the Gospel 
with the understanding that I prepare by going to college. 

Another hurdle had been made for me. I preached my first 
sermon on January 21, 1914 on the subject of Repentance 
and it took me all of 15 minutes to deliver it. Some of the 
rough men of the box factory were in attendance and 
commended me very much, all this I appreciated. Best of all 
my parents were done moving. 


THE OUTREACH OF BURR OAK CHURCH 


This deeply spiritual and progressive country church gave 
five of its sons to Christian work—four to the ministry and 
one to a college professorship. Rev. O. P. Givens of the Haven 
Hubbard Home leads the list and is now 92 years old. His 
services as a pastor extended from 1904 to 1949. Since 
retiring officially he has not ceased to teach a Sunday School 
class in the local church and write columns for several 
newspapers. He was a successful pastor of rural churches and 
the instigator of the Rural Church Chautaqua in the 
conference. He is a companionable and loyal churchman. 
Furthermore I consider him my uncle in the ministry. 

The second product of this church whom I never saw was 
the Rev. Logan Harter. After some successful pastorates in 
the conference, he moved to California where he served as a 
superintendent with distinction. He is no longer with 
us—having answered the final roll call. Dr. J. Frank Smith has 
been an educator and churchman. He was Superintendent of 
Schools in Michigan for a number of years, then for 23 years 
he was Professor of Speech at Otterbein College. The Smiths 
have given two of their children as missionaries of the 
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church--Mrs. Harry Zech of Puerto Rico and Dr. John Smith, 
M.D, also of Puerto Rico. Rev. Tommy Smith, older brother 
of J. Frank Smith, gave six years of service on the Oregon 
Frontier, He served in the conference a brief time before 
retiring to operate the home farm for his aging parents near 
Burr Oak Church. He was one of God’s good men and 
departed this life several years ago. I am the fifth son of this 
congregation and our daughter, Mrs. Bruce R. Moore is a 
Linguistic missionary to the Andean Indians of Ecuador, S. 
A. It is time for another crop of valiant leaders to step into 
the breach of service. Let us pray for this. 


ANNUAL HOME COMING 


In grateful appreciation of the lives and labors of her five 
sons, the Burr Oak Churh sponsors an annual Home Coming 
Day the first Sunday in August. This observance first started 
in August, 1965. The program consists of Sunday School at 
9:30 a.m. with adult classes combined, public worship at 
10:30 a.m., a fellowship dinner and an afternoon program 
starting at 1:30 p.m. The three remaining sons of the church 
return and are used alternately. Mr. Lawrence Owens is 
chairman of the program committee. These annual gatherings 
have been a decided success. 


OBSTACLES AHEAD 


It was Dr. A. J. Howard, president of the United 
Theological Seminary of Dayton, Ohio, who has said, “It is 
hard to get into the ministry and it’s harder to quit.” I am 
now teady to tackle some of the obstacles facing me. No. J 
was the fact that I had no encouragement from home to 
enter the Christian ministry. Generally speaking, parents are 
delighted when some member of the family decides to enter 
the Christian service. My parents had not transferred their 
church membership for 25 years and were only nominally _ 
Christian at that time. My father advised me to keep on 
farming as I had been doing. My mother thought that such an 
undertaking as the ministry was unwise, and that I did not 
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have the talents required for usch a high calling. My brothers 
were silent on the whole matter. What they thought I will 
never know. My sisters were sympathetic for the time being 
at least. My pastor was not excited about education. He 
thought that years spent in training was a waste of time, but 
my Sunday School teacher under whose influence I was 
converted was all for it. The Plymouth United Brethren 
Church which had voted that I be licensed to preach was 
whole heartedly supporting me in my plans. This gave me 
courage and my vision of becoming a minister did not dim. 
God had called me to preach His Word and to do that I must 
first prepare. The day came when all members of my family 
praised me. { had gotten my education and was making good 
as a pastor with their encouragement. I praise the Lord for 
this victory. 

Obstacle No. 2 was that my education was very limited. f 
was only an 8th grade graduate. Denominational standards 
were a college and seminary education, but only a minority 
of our pastors had reached this high standard. Most of them 
pursued the four year “Reading Course” and were ordained. I 
was out of touch with any school for ten years. The 
denomination and conference had no funds to loan for an 
education. J was advised and tempted to take a short course 
of two years in some Bible School and then apply for a 
church. I was now 24 years old. I have always been grateful 
that I did not yield to the short cut idea. I managed to 
complete the Academy, College, Seminary and University. 
All these accomplishments were achieved with the help of the 
Lord. 

Obstacle No. 3 was my lack of funds, and that too was a 
real one. While on the farm I earned $20.00 per month, in 
the factory it was $10.50 per week and $1 0.00 per month for 
room and board at home. It was difficult indeed to lay up 
some funds for school. I did not see my way clear to enter 
college as yet, but God was calling me and I needed to answer 
Him. My health almost failed. But when I said, “I will go in 
the strength of the Lord,” the struggle ceased, and I was 
ready to go regardless of funds. I knew they would be 
forthcoming. 
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OFF TO SCHOOL 


In March, 1914 Indiana Central College sent a representa- 
tive to interview us regarding admittance to the school. 

I am assuming the plural now as Frank L. Dickinson, a 
Junior in the Plymouth High School, a member of our church 
by transfer from the First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth, 
had decided to enter the I. C. C. Academy with me. He too 
had ministerial eredentials. A provision had been made in the 
will of his wealthy father to pay the costs of a college and 
seminary education, providing he remain single until gradua- 
tion. This he did not do, thereby forfeiting his opportunity 
for the best education the church could offer. Dr. Daniel 
Robinson of the Bible department of the college was the 
representative. He was a most eloquent preacher and spoke at 
both morning and evening services. During the interviews he 
promised all kinds of opportunity to work along with the 
school and thereby earn extra money to continue our 
education, The main thing was that we get on the grounds as 
soon as possible during the opening of the school. He 
suggested that I take the academy and college courses and 
avoid the short course even at the age of 24 years. I admit 
that I was getting a late start on my High School education. I 
saw 11 years of school awaiting me, which was enough to 
stagger anyone, but I had the courage to start. Our trunks 
were packed and we boarded the L. E. W. train for 
Indianapolis, one week before the school opened. And it was 
well that we did so. Frank did not need the employment, but 
I did and got it. 


THE FIRST YEAR OF SCHOOL 


On arrival at University Heights we made our way to the 
Matheny home with our trunks in a wheelbarrow. Four of us 
were to room on the second floor and batch. I had all of 
$70.00 when I enrolled in school. After paying the tuition 
for one 12 week term, buying books, paying some inciden- 
tals, my purse was pretty flat. I found work at the Berdel 
general store in the Heights and coal yards, with the 
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understanding that I room over the store building with 
another student in the Academy. So I had to leave the 
Matheny home which was so comfortable. 

Early in the morning I was to take grocery orders at 25 
different homes. My roommate was H. J. Prophater from 
southern Indiana. We batched. Our room rent was $1.00 per 
week and our grocery bills were from $1.25 to $1.50 per 
week. We had mush and milk and milk and mush, pork and 
beans and beans and pork. It was a great wonder that we 
survived at all. After school hours, which was four p.m., I 
would shovel coal from the freight cars into the coal bins 
daily at the rate of 8 cents per ton. On saturdays | would 
generally unload a 50 ton car, earning $4.00 for the day. It 
was a dirty job but I was determined to stay in school. | had 
no study habits after ten years of farming, and that added to 
the drudgery of my schedule. 

Fortunately for me, my Conference Superintendent Dr. J. 
E. Grimes visited the college one beautiful afternoon. Getting 
off the interurban car, he spied me in the coal yards. He 
declared that being a ‘“‘coal heaver’’ must stop. I would be 
assigned to a church and serve as a student pastor come next 
September. During my first vacation I worked on a farm near 
Ligonier for my brother-in-law, Thurlow Growcock. After 
paying up some old bills and buying a few new things, I had 
less than $5.00 to start the second year of school. I knew the 
school would admit me anyway. During this first year I had 
preached twelve times, mostly for students who were unable 
to fulfill their regular appointments. Many times I brought 
back a basket of fresh eggs to add variety to our batching 
menu, 

Coal car evangelism is rare. About the dirtiest place in 
those days was a coal car or a coal bin. One Monday evening 
in early November, 1914, I was shoveling coal into the bins, 
when there suddenly appeared a young man and perched 
himself on the opposite end of the car and watched me work. 
He seemed to be in trouble and I began to think that [ should 
speak to him. What did the depressed laddie want? Why 
would he come to me for help? I asked him what he wanted. 
He began to speak to me and said, “I live in Tennessee and I 
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ran away from home, walked 50 miles to see my first freight 
train. It slowed down and I climbed on a coal car, and stayed 
there until I arrived here. I have been away from home for 
three days and I’m terribly homesick, but I guess they 
haven’t missed me yet, for there are 17 other children in the 
family.” It was my time now to speak. If I used any 
scripture, it was the story of the ninety and nine with the 
emphasis on the one that was lost. He wept a lot. I took him 
in my dirty hands. His clothes were shabby, he hadn’t eaten 
for three days, and of course was quite hungry. I led him to 
the storekeeper, Mr. Berdel and told him the young man’s 
story. He immediately offered the following suggestion, “If 
the young man wants to work four days in the coal yard, he 
can earn enough money to return to Tennessee on a 
passenger train.” The young man was eager for the oppor- 
tunity to work. Mr. Berdel gave him board and room for the 
week. On Saturday morning we took him to the Union Depot 
in Indianapolis, bought his ticket for him and put him on the 
train. He was exceedingly happy. We never heard from him 
again. There may be some other dirty places where you and I 
can bear witness for Christ, and help some needy soul. 


DEEDSVILLE AND PARR CHURCHES 


Dr, J. E. Grimes, Conference Superintendent, made good 
his promises made to me near the coal bins of University 
Heights, at the session of the St. Joseph Annual Conference, 
which convened in our church in Kokomo, Indiana early in 
September, 1915 by assigning me to the Deedsville and Parr 
circuit. Later the Parr Church changed its name to the Aix U. 
B. Church and when it became a station, the name was 
changed again to the Brushwood Church. Rev. Bert E. 
Chambers, an advanced student at Indiana Central College 
had been the pastor of this circuit the preceeding two years. 
The churches were 80 miles apart, hence had no offictal 
meetings together. Deedsville is located 20 miles north of 
Peru, Indiana with only one church in the village. It could be 
reached by train from Indianapolis. The Parr Church was 
located in the open country, seven miles north of Rennsalear, 
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Indiana and it too could be reached by railroad from 
Indianapolis. | was to receive $600.00 salary from these two 
churches and provide my own place of residence. Each 
church owned a parsonage which was rented. A business 
meeting was to be held after my first preaching service to 
confirm the salary contract. At the Deedsville Church I was 
received graciously. Dr. J. C. Fretz, M.D. country doctor, at 
this meeting said, “Young man, you cannot preach, but if 
there is any preach in you, we will be sure to get it out.” He 
was one of God’s good laymen. It was a good start for the 
bashful young preacher. However things were different at the 
Parr Church, The officials had gotten together and by vote of 


the congregation were instructed to reject me because I was. 


another student pastor. They said, “We are tired of breaking 
colts, what we wanted was a older horse.” The younger 
people were for me, but the older people were against me. On 
my return to Indianapolis | found a letter from the church 
treasurer containing $10.00 and asking me to stay at home. J 
notified Dr. Grimes of their attitude and conclusions. He 
responded by saying, “Young man, the Conference sent you 
to the Parr Church, and we expect you to go.”” He further 
stated that he would be with me the following Sunday, 
preach at the morning service and hold a business session. He 
came and preached but left the business session for me after 
the evening service. The officials voted 9 to 4 in my favor. | 
really did not want to stay, but [ did. That was in September 
and it was not until March, 1916 that I received my first 
compliment on my sermon. From that time on the compli- 
ments began to pour in lavishly. | knew what was in the 
offing. That older horse wasn’t getting any younger and they 
were guessing as to whom it might be. So they begged me to 
come back for the second year, saying that a frisky colt was 
better than an old horse. I really felt sorrow for 35 young 
people whose class I taught every other Sunday. I told the 
congregation just before the close of the year that 1 was not 
coming back, and I meant it. I was certain that a congrega- 
tion can make or break a young preacher. I was determined 
that this humiliating experience would not be the end of me. 


24 


TWO VITAL INCIDENTS 


My pen itches to write more about that first year in the 
ministry. But two vital incidents will have to be sufficient. 
The Deedsville Church has already been favorably intro- 
duced. In our evening services I generally called for volunteer 
prayers. As many as 12 people would respond during one 
single service. Ali of them would pray for the young pastor. 
That was always heartwarming and encouraging. A rather 
shocking incident took place during the January, 1916 
revival, which I conducted alone. The evangelist engaged to 
come had at the last moment let us down, so I stayed out of 
school two weeks to call and preach each night for which I 
had not prepared. After the first Sunday morning services, 
the Sunday School Superintendent, Mr. D. took me aside for 
some private suggestions. Said he, ““The meanest man in town 
lives up a lane to the south. We do not want him in our 
church and we do not want you to call on him either.” I 
answered by saying, “If this man is as mean as you say he is, 
he needs Jesus Christ more than any other person in the 
community, and I am going to call on him.” 

One morning after I had finished my study for the evening, 
I set out on the journey afoot. When I reached the front gate, 
he saw me coming, and called out, ““Come on in, we are glad 
to see you.” Someone was coming and it was the preacher. 
His neighbors never called. We had a profitable conversation. 
I invited them both to come to the services now in progress. 
The man came that very night. A strange hush came over the 
congregation. He took the back seat and after the benedic- 
tion he quietly slipped out of the church. He came three 
more evenings and each time moved up one seat closer to the 
front. On Friday night as he started to leave the aisle was 
clogged with people, who gave him the “cold shoulders and 
elbows.” He never returned and why should he come again 
after he was “frozen out.” Fortunately a church of another 
denomination had compassion on the family and won them 
to Christ. If I were a pastor again I would place over the 
entrance of the church doors the following inscription, ““No 
one is too good or too bad to enter here.”’ 
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Four weeks after the close of the Deedsville revival we 
started one in the Parr Church. An Evangelist who had been 
invited to do the preaching came. He was Rey. D. E. Hively 
of Monroeville, Indiana. He was a powerful preacher of the 
Gospel with Billy Sunday language which mightily stirred the 
community. I left the meeting in his care and went back to 
the college, returning for the weekends. The first Saturday 
evening upon invitation of the Evangelist, a boy six years old 
came to the altar. His parents called me to them and said, 
“Do you think he knows what he is doing?” They had done 
little or nothing to prepare him for a Christian experience. I 
answered them by saying, “I would not forbid him, if you 
do, you might be sorry some day.” The last Sunday of the 
meeting 15 people of various ages presented themselves for 
church membership. Little Ray came also and was received 
into the fellowship of the church. Thirteen years later I was 
invited to speak in this church. I was eager to see Ray who 
was now 19 years of age. Upon entering the church [ spied a 
young man sitting on the altar railing. I asked one of the 
men, “Who is this young man?” He answered, “That is Ray.” 
He had grown normally in every way. It was a great joy to see 
him again. 

Most of the 15 converts preferred baptism in the creek 
which had been used for that purpose over the years. During 
the first Sunday afternoon in June we conducted this service. 
Dr. Walter Shaffer, a recent graduate of Bonebrake Seminary, 
and a former student pastor of this church was asked to do 
the baptising. My credentials would not yet permit conduct- 
ing this service; An assembly of 50 persons had gathered on 
the banks of the creek to sing and pray. Just as Mr. Shaffer 
was about to lead the first applicant into the water two dogs 
engaged in a fierce fight. They both rolled down the banks 
and into the water at the identical spot where the baptism 
was to take place. When the dogs emerged several men 
clubbed them to go in opposite directions. The boys and girls 
of the group who witnessed the sight snickered out loud. 
After waiting about 15 minutes for the water to clear up, the 
applicants were all immersed. I never felt quite right about 
this interference of the two canines. The ordinance was 
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properly conducted by Rev. Shaffer, 
FARMER CHAPEL — C, W. LEADER 


The 1916 Annual Conference returned me to the Deeds- 
ville Church and in place of the Parr Church assigned me to 
the Farmer Chapel Church which was located one mile north 
of Frankfort, Indiana. This was a favor to me. I was 50 miles 
closer to Indiana.Central College. The congregation was small 
and buildings and equipment were quite adequate. I was 
received graciously by this church, cooperation was good and 
fellowship pleasant. I was now in my third year of school in 
the Academy. One summer Sunday evening I was asked to 
preach in the Frankfort U. B. Church. This was a great honor 
to me. 

After the services I was approached by a stalwart and 
handsome young man, C. W. Leader by name. He asked for 
an interview which we held on the front steps of the church 
in the moonlight until 1:00 a.m. Monday morning. He was 
struggling with a call to the Christian ministry. His education 
was limited to the eighth grade, he sought guidance as to 
finishing his education and securing ministerial credentials. 
He was satisfied with my presentation of the school and 
asked if he might be my roommate starting the fall term of 
school of 1916. I was impressed with his Sincerity and 
determination. As roommates we had splendid fellowship. He 
joined the White River U. B. Conference. He graduated from 
the Academy in due time and from the College in 1928. He 
served several student pastorates. His wife was the capable 
Bertha Rager of Laketon, Indiana. In the denominational 
Program of Foreign Missions an opening was awaiting to be 
filled immediately. It was offered to the Leaders. The place 
was Sierre Leone, West Africa. They accepted the appoint- 
ment and served there valiantly for 37 years. They were cited 
for their work in British West Africa by Queen Elizabeth the 
second in person and Indiana Central College granted Rev. 
Leader an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity in recogni- 
tion of his work and worth. They retured in 1965 and are 
now living in Winona Lake, Indiana. They have been filling 
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missionary appointments in many states and in addition are 
sponsoring two African boys in Grace College. I have always 
been grateful for having a small place in helping Dr. Leader 
get his education. 


LOSS BY FIRE 


During the fall term of 1917 three of us—D. H. Gilliat, 
Rusty Rutherford and I were rooming at the home of Mrs. 
Jacob Good, mother of President I. J. Good. She had gone to 
Marion, Indiana to spend a week with relatives. On Friday 
morning of this particular week, while we were studying 
before breakfast, I felt the heat from the furnace to be 
unusually strong and I said to D. H. Gilliat who was attending 
the furnace, “It’s getting too hot in this room.” He replied, 
“Yl go down to the basement and choke the furnace.” What 
he did I do not know, but when he returned all three of us 
went to the Dormitory for breakfast. On coming up from the 
dining room we saw our home engulfed in flames. The loss 
was complete for Mrs. Good. We saved only the clothes we 
were wearing and the books in our hands. 

The student body was small and poor financially. However 
an offering was taken that morning for us at the close of 
Chapel service amounting to $105.00. We were ail three 
provided with temporary rooms until after Christmas. Some- 
one got the word of loss to the Deedsville Church and on 
artival Sunday morning I was presented $25.00 and a suit of 
clothes. Mrs. Good was informed of her loss, but for some 
reason did not return until Monday evening. It was hard to 
face her. She wept when she saw us and said, “Thank God, 
my boys are safe.” That mattered most to her. Everyone was 
so helpful to us. This we will not forget during our lives here 
on earth. 


THE STOCKWELL CIRCUIT 


The St. Joseph Conference continued its favors to me as a 
student pastor. In 1917 I was asked to serve the Stockwell 
Circuit which comprised two rural churches—Monroe and 
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Conroe. They were located two miles east and three miles 
west of Stockwell. Stockwell was 12 miles southwest of 
Lafayette, Indiana and could be reached by railroad from 
Indianapolis. J served these two churches for four years. In 
fact, without them I could not have completed my college 
education. Each church had a Sunday School and alternate 
preaching services every Sunday. Many of our own relatives 
lived in these two church communities which was a definite 
asset to me and the churches. These were World War I years. I 
had been exempted from military service because I was a 
ministerial student. However I took R. O. T. C. training for 
credit at the college. I wanted to do everything possible in 
the war effort, so I spent a summer on the charge, plowing 
corn, threshing grain and hauling it to market. I shocked both 
wheat and oats after the reapers and did other work to aid 
farmers who needed help. This was a great satisfaction to me 
and my church people appreciated it very much. The work 
was all done without remuneration. 

When I left the Stockwell charge for good in September, 
1921 the two churches held an all day service together. 
During the afternoon program the Conroe Church presented 
me with a bathrobe and a set of gold cuff links. The Monroe 
Church gave me $75,00, That was a lot of money for me. I 
had started tithing that year and these were some of its 
rewards. 


MY ORDINATION 


Having majored in Bible at Indiana Central College (52) 
hours) I took my grades to the four “Reading Course” 
committees of the conference which they accepted in place 
of home reading books. I had but one subject to complete for 
ordination and that was General Church History. On Satur- 
day night of the Conference the Committee on Elders Orders 
informed me of this fact. I had the choice of delaying my 
ordination one year or taking an examination that night on 
church history for which I was not too well prepared. I 
decided to take the exam. It was now 8:00 p.m. The 
chairman of the committee and I stood under the west street 
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light of the auditorium at Winona Lake, Indiana where the 
Conference was convening. I took an oral examination on 
church history and the chairman said later that 1 passed with 
flying colors, so { was ready to be ordained Sunday. Then 
too, my lady friend, Miss Lona B. Randall, who later became 
my wife, had already come from Indianapolis for my 
ordination. On Sunday morning, September 4, 1921 I was 
ordained to the Gospel ministry by Bishop H. H. Fout of 
Indianapolis in the Billy Sunday Tabernacle. That was 
‘another distinct advance in my ministerial career—a college 
graduate and an ordained minister in the United Brethren in 
Christ Church. 


AN APPRECIATION OF I.C. C. 


I have written very littl about 1. C. C. while I was 
attending there. When I started in the academy in 1914 there 
were 70 academy students and 60 regular college men and 
women, When I graduated in 1922 the student body 
numbered 300. The academy which was equivalent to a High 
School education was discontinued. If it had not been for the 
labors and sacrifices of President I. J. Good we would not 
have had a college very long. There were many questions 
which had to do with the early history of the college. These 
were gradually removed. The Faculty consisted of half a 
dozen dedicated and sacrificial men and women who could 
have gotten larger salaries elsewhere. The atmosphere of the 
college was wonderfully contagious. It did not excel in 
sports. There were literary societies for men and women, 
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A, and student volunteer groups function- 
ing regularly. The regular midweek prayer services were 
conducted by the students. Attendance at this service 
numbered from 50 to 60. Here we learned about “popcorn 
testimony meetings.” Social life of the school was clean and 
enjoyable. After I became a Conference Superintendent in 
1935 I served 12 years on President Good’s cabinet, was a 
college trustee for 18 years. I was honored with the D.D. 
degree in 1937. Today the college is highly efficient. It has 
climbed to great heights on the ladder of Christian religion 
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under the leadership of Dr. I. Lynd Esch, who has served for 
over 20 years. 


ATHENS, DEEDSVILLE, OMEGA CIRCUIT 


With only 12 weeks of school left I would soon become a 
resident pastor in St. Joseph Conference. By a combination 
of circumstances the Conference Committee on Boundary 
was compelled to make a three point circuit of the above 
churches and I was sent to be their pastor. During the last six 
years all pastors serving these churches retired at conference 
time. The condition of each church was extremely serious 
and it was evident that only a Holy Ghost Revival would save 
them. 

The salary paid the previous year by the three churches 
was $600.00. In our first meeting of the circuit I asked that 
the salary be raised to $1500.00 and was voted it. Two of the 
churches had parsonages which were being rented. I finished 
my twelve weeks of school and rented a room in Akron, 
Indiana at the home of Elmira Riley. This location was quite 
central to the 3 churches. 

It became necessary for me to purchase a Model T Ford 
Coupe for $600.00 from a dealer in Peru, Indiana. This was 
my first car. The dealer asked me if I had ever driven a car. I 
told him “No.” Then he said, “Have you ever pushed a 
wheelbarrow or ridden a bicycle?” ] answered “‘Yes”’ to both. 
Then he said, “You are qualified to drive a Ford.” That same 
afternoon he went with me and I drove the car to Akron. He 
returned to Peru via interurban. 

The Omega church revival was started in late November, 
1921 and continued for four weeks including Saturday night 
services. The crowds were very good and the spirit was good. 
We used the “Mourners’ Bench” after each sermon and 
before the four weeks had ended 44 adults sought and found 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Many of these were heads 
of families. They wanted the Gospel and I fed them out of 
God’s granary—the Bible. On the closing Sunday 38 were 
received into church membership. At a baptismal service in a 
creek I immersed 29 adults later, The church building was 
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owned by the community, not by the Conference. We were 
occupying it and keeping it in repairs. The following year the 
church preferred to operate as a non-denominational institu- 
tion. It is still functioning to this day, 1969, and served by 
students of Grace Brethren Theological Seminary of Winona 
Lake, Indiana. When the revival of the Omego Church started 
it had only 38 members. This revival gave new hope to the 
community. Whatever the need of a church is, a genuine 
revival will supply that need. 

The Deedsville Revival was planned for January. It was 
wanted and prayed for fervently. The response was excellent, 
even beyond our fondest hopes. I preached every evening 
including Saturday night. There were 19 converts, all of 
whom united with the church and were baptised during the 
early spring in a creek west of town. We closed the meeting 
while the tide was high. The most difficult revival was yet to 
come at the Athens Church, We planned for it during the 
month of March. 

We started the Athens revival in March, 1922, with no 
definite date set for its closing. An opera singer converted in 
the Omega meeting was in charge of our music. The Church 
was characterized by backslidings and unfaithfulness of its 
members. Some social functions carried on in the community 
were of questionable nature. Some of the Sunday School 
teachers were not living according to the requirements of 
church membership. A teacher of a young people’s class 
resigned under pressure, but she was converted and the class 
was returned to her. 

After three weeks of preaching and singing I called the 
officials of the church together after the morning service to 
see what they thought about continuing for another week. 
Seemingly, we were up against a stone wall. Some of the 
leaders said it was of no use to continue the meeting. Spring 
was here and it was time to sow oats. Others were more 
loathe to quit and admit defeat. They said, “Let us make a 
supreme effort tonight and if there were no results then close 
the meeting.” We prepared earnestly and prayerfully for the 
evening. I preached on the subject entitled “the more 
convenient season.” The Holy Spirit tock over and a man and 
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his wife, Roscoe and Mrs. Burkett, came to the altar of 
forgiveness. They were younger people and community 
leaders. Three more persons whose names I do not recall 
came also. Prayer had been answered and there was no 
further thought of closing the meeting that night. The- 
“break” in the meeting had come and we all greatly rejoiced. 

However a strange thing occurred—the Burketts returned 
to the altar two more nights saying they were not satisfied. 
The third night the victory came. In public testimony that 
night they said that they had driven for three days to call 
upon people whom they had offended and asked for their 
forgiveness. The Doctrine of Restitution requires that we 
make things right with others before God will forgive us. This 
they had done and now were accepted of Him. The meeting 
continued for ten more days—we just could not quit while 
such a wonderful spirit prevailed. There were 19 conversions 
and reclamations, some remained in their sins, but the revival 
was a decided success. I had now in the three meetings of 
twelve and one-half weeks preached 106 times. 

In all there were 82 conversions and 77 accessions to the 3 
churches. When J gave my annual report to Conference in 
September, 1922, I was declared to be the leader in 
conversions and accessions of the 150 churches in the 
Conference. No one else could report such great success. 
There were also 3 changed communities. The Lord had taken 
over and we give Him all the glory and praise. 

The revival at Athens was not without some wit and 
humor. On the third Sunday night of the meeting the house 
was so filled with people that we used chairs in the aisles to 
accommodate them. I surrendered my pulpit chair to an aged 
lady who had no place to go and decided to stand behind the 
pulpit until time to preach. I must have suffered a loss of 
memory for when I stepped backward from the pulpit to the 
chair to sit down after prayer I sat down on the floor. It was 
a magnificant “sprawl,” but I was up before anyone could 
say “Jack Robinson.” Really I was fearful that everyone 
present had seen my performance. Fortunately when people 
bow in prayer they usually sit down in the pew before 
looking around and that is what saved me. The choir being on 
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the same platform with me beheld the sight and buried their 
faces in the song books and laughed. I pulled myself together 
enough to preach, but there were no converts that night. On 
Monday night the whole performance dangled before me. 
This was one of my embarrassing moments. 


THE LOGANSPORT CHURCHES 


Conversion is the only way to start the Christian life. It 
should be followed by thorough indoctrination of the new 
converts and the building up of their faith through prayer 
and reading the Bible regularly, and participation in public 
worship. Someone has said that this task is more difficult 
than winning them to Christ. Evangelism comes first in order, 
so it is very important. 

I felt a very deep responsibility to be of constructive help 
to the 82 converts that came into the Kingdom under my 
preaching, so I began a program of Christian education and 
fellowship, expecting to be returned to the charge by the 
Annual Conference held at Winona Lake, Indiana in Septem- 
ber, 1922. I was told by leading persons of the charge that I 
could take more schooling at Manchester College which led 
towards the M.A. degree in Christian education. I was 
ordained and a college graduate and now 32 years old, so 
why spend three more years in the Seminary? Mrs. May 
Moore, a generous lady of the Athens Church offered to pay 
my tuition for a year. Two of the 3 churches offered to pay 
me a salary of $1800.00 to continue as their pastor, All this 
sounded very good to me, 

Having done an outstanding work in the field of evangel- 
ism of the three badly run-down churches and redeemed the 
situation in general, the Conference urged me to take the two 
churches in Logansport which were located on the north and 
south sides of town and were dying ata rapid rate from lack 
of building equipment, and leadership. I was to bring these 
two churches together in one on a suitable new location. The 
Conference made an appropriation of $600.00 on salary and 
selected me to do this difficult task. 

There was a parsonage located at 1328 North Michigan 
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Avenue where I was to live. The Trustees of the Conference 
purchased the present sight for the location of the United 
Church at a cost of $8,000.00, A temporary building was 
erected by the local carpenter’s union. We set a day for its 
dedication and proceeded to bring the two congregations 
together. Less than one-half of the membership of the two 
churches transferred. Dr. J. A. Groves, Conference Superin- 
tendent, resided in Logansport, and without his help we 
never would have.had a church in Logansport. 

Evangelist J. H. Patterson of Bucyrus, Ohio and Ray G. 
Upson, song leader of Elkhart conducted a four week revival 
meeting in June, 1923. We all worked hard but results were 
meager. Our temporary building was not desired by the 
community and the people who attended were mostly church 
tramps. I was never happy with this appointment and to this 
day feel that the Holy Spirit had little or nothing to-do with 
it. I raised more than one-half of the local churche’s payment 
on the new building. The denominational Board of Home 
Missions made a gift of $10,000.00 towards the new building 
and the St. Joseph Conference was to pay a similar amount 
which they did later. The building was erected in 1925 ata 
cost of $56,000.00. The Rev. W. B. Taylor was the pastor. 


WEDDING BELLS 


Miss Lona B. Randall of Marengo, Indiana, a college 
classmate and public school teacher for six years in Crawford 
County, Indiana and I were married on June 27, 1923. My 
college roommate Dr. D. H. Giiliatt was the officiating 
clergyman. The wedding was solemnized in the humble farm 
home of Miss Randall at 8:00 a.m. We loaded the Ford 
Coupe to the limit and by 1:00 a.m. the next day we were in 
the Logansport parsonage which was only scantily furnished. 
We purchased more furniture immediately. Both of the 
former congregations held receptions for us and we received 
many valuable and useful gifts. 

We served this small and recently united congregation 
located at 1200 E. Broadway for another year. The people 
accepted us in a wonderful way and at the end of the year we 
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were confronted with an important decision—I could either 
continue and build a new church which would take several 
years or go to Bonebrake Seminary. We decided to go to the 
Seminary, it was now or never for me. This was a big venture, 
but it proved to be worth it. I was promised work in Dayton, 
Ohio, we stored our goods in Logansport and enrolled in the 
Seminary September, 1924. We roomed in the Shambaugh 
wing of the new dormitory. We had scarcely gotten located in 
Our new apartment when a call came from Dr. J. B. Parsons 
of Indianapolis saying that the Fountain Square U. B. Church 
of Muncie was without a pastor and wondered if I would 
supply the pulpit for several weeks or until a full-time pastor 
could be found. We drove to the Muncie church for 7 
consecutive weeks. It was a long drive so I resigned, hoping to 
find a church nearer Dayton. 


THE BROOKVILLE CHURCH 


A few days after I discontinued my weekend trips to the 
Fountain Square Church at Muncie, Indiana the Superin- 
tendent of the Ohio Miami Conference, Dr. J. Harmon 
Dutton called me. The pastor, Rev. C. V. Boda of the 
Brookville Church, located twelve miles out of Dayton was ill 
and needed a supply preacher. His illness might continue the 
entire year. I accepted the call and preached there the 
following Sunday. The understanding was that I preach both 
morning and evening and receive $13.00 a Sunday. The 
pastor’s salary and operating expenses were to be paid as 
usual. This was a real help to us. The people were wonderful 
and my preaching was acceptable to them. 

Leading up to Easter, I was to preach each night for two 
weeks and Rev. Ray Johnson, a student in the Seminary, was 
to lead the music. As far as spirit was concemed and 
attendance, this was one of my best meetings. On the closing 
Sunday a love offering was to be given me. It amounted to 
$125.00. I showed the check to my classmates and they 
marvelled. Most of them were student pastors and my check 
was considered large by them. I continued serving them until 
late August. However, $13.00 per Sunday was not enough 
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vacation pay for any student, so Mrs. Cain and I signed up 
with the Otterbein Home to take charge of 30 Junior boys 
and look after acres of smail fruits. We were to receive 
$100.00 per month and board and room. After one month as 
governess, Mrs. Cain’s health would not permit her continu- 
ing the task. Thirty live juniors were just too much for her, so 
I took her to her home in southern Indiana where she 
vacationed for eight weeks. I continued my work as Governor 
of these boys until September Ist. 

I drove to Brookville each Sunday to preach at the 
morning services only. Rev. Boda asked me to baptize nine 
applicants in a creek near by. There had been a number of 
intermarriages between the U. B. Church of the Brethren and 
Dunkards. As to mode of baptism the two latter churches 
mentioned baptised only by immersion three times face 
forward. Grandparents of the applicants though members of 
our church were present to see to it that they were baptised 
properly. One applicant, a middle aged lady, did not want to 
submit to this mode of baptism; she finally did but was 
wretchedly nervous of the ordeal she was about to undergo, 
and warned me of the possibility of strangulation. After 
baptising her in the name of the Father, she declared that to 
be enough. I had used a handkerchief over her face and had 
her kneel in the water so as to make it easy for her to 
complete the ceremony. I plead for her to go on as the 
relatives on the bank were wondering about the delay. After 
putting her under the water the second time she decided to 
walk out of the water, saying, “I cannot go on any further 
without strangulation.” Again I plead with her to let me 
complete the ordinance, to which she replied, “Til go 
through it once more if it kills me.”’ And so I[ put her under 
the water the third time and she survived. After reaching our 
home that night I asked my wife if that lady was really 
baptised? She answered by saying, “Yes, at least she went 
through the ceremony.” I have often wondered if it was real 
since she was compelled to follow that mode of baptism. 

My nine months of preaching and fellowship with the 
Brookville people were a mutually joyful experience. A 
full-time pastor took over at the Annual Conference of 1925. 
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THE TROY STREET CHURCH 


I attended the annual Miami Conference held at German- 
town, Ohio in August, 1925, and was assigned to the Troy 
Street Church in Dayton, Ohio. It was located just three 
miles from Bonebrake Seminary. There was a parsonage next 
to the church which we were to occupy. The salary was to be 
$1,000 per year. A member of the conference and friend 
greeted me with the following words, “Cain, you have been 
sent to the jumping off place, Troy Street is a hard field.” 
These things lead only to a great challenge. The church held a 
missionary status. We did find it a divided congregation, it 
had debts in the city, and a conference debt of $1700.00 of 
long standing. We moved our goods from Logansport, Indiana 
to 808 Troy Street, Dayton, Ohio. We were graciously 
accepted by the church and it was agreeable that we continue 
our education at Bonebrake. Mrs. Cain had taken one year of 
school but decided not to go on. 

We looked at the work at Troy Street as a great 
opportunity for service. With the permission of the local 
Conference I proceeded to start what we all hoped to be a 
stitring awakening of the church and community. I preached 
each night for two weeks, the results were 37 conversions of 
young people and teenagers. The majority of these united 
with the church. The whole attitude of the church changed 
from defeat to victory. Then we talked about the bad debts 
at the Otterbein Press and elsewhere and set a date to raise 
sufficient funds to pay all of our debts. The Conference 
Superintendent assured us if we raise $1,000 on the 
Conference debt the remaining $700.00 would be cancelled. 
This was a great challenge to the church. On “Cash Day” I 
told the congregation when we reached $1,000 I would 
throw my hat in the air. It wasn’t long until some of the men 
were calling, “Preacher, get your hat.”” When the goal was 
reached I sailed the hat into the top of the sanctuary and it 
landed in the balcony. The congregation rejoiced greatly. Our 
salary was raised from $1,000 to $1800 and paid weekly. We 
were about ready to enter upon our second year of serving 
this church and our third year at Bonebrake. 
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It was in this year February 27, 1927 that Randall David 
came to make his home with us. He was our first child. This 
was both a glad and sad experience for three days later he 
departed this life forever. Mrs. Cain was in the hospital for 14 
weeks.: 

I continued working on my studies and on May 8th was 
granted the B.D. degree. Conference Superintendent Dr. F. L. 
Dennis asked me to stay in the conference and build the 
Oakwood Church’ which was now but a mission with services 
held in a residence, at a salary of $2500.00, but we had never 
intended to take up residence in the denominational Capital. 
We expected to go back to the St. Joseph Conference. 

As for Bonebrake Seminary it was a highly accredited 
institution. I graduated with the second highest grades of a 
class of 15. At the beginning of the first year the report 
showed I was number 9 in grades. I appreciated the faculty 
very much. The spirit of the school was wonderful. I shall 
never cease being grateful for the decision made at Logan- 
sport, Indiana. 

Two amusing incidents at the Seminary on which I want to 
comment. At a Chapel service, one of our Bishops speaking 
about the Seminary arose to great eloquence and said, “We 
are thankful for this great Theological Cemetery.” It was a 
slip of the lip, which he never knew had occurred. Taking my 
que from the word Cemetery, I wrote an article entitled 
“Some things I buried here.” Dr. Walter N, Roberts, 
President of the Seminary, liked the article so much that he 
had it printed and distributed throughout the entire denom- 
ination. The second item occurred in another chapel service. 
The Librarian Professor reported in his address to the 
students that 36 books had disappeared from the library 
during the year, and that they were all devotional books. I 
had another subject for an address which | entitled, “Some 
things you can get away with at a Seminary.” The address 
dealt mainly with the things one takes with him when he 
graduates—things of character and spirit. This address I 
delivered several times. 


39 


BROOK CENTRAL CHURCH 


Having expressed our desire to return to my home 
conference and having so arranged it with the Conference 
Superintendent, Dr. J. A. Groves, we were a little surprised to 
be assigned to Central Church of Brook, Indiana. Brook is a 
small town of 800 population in Newton County and is 
surrounded by very rich farm lands. 

Our church was the largest in the county of any 
denomination—400 members, a beautiful building and ade- 
quate equipment. The Lay Delegate to the annual Conference 
welcomed us and informed us that if we expected a large 
increase in church membership we would be disappointed for 
every one in the community belonged to one of the three 
churches in town. I am glad to say he was mistaken for of the 
fwo years we served there 100 members were added to the 
church. I was chosen by the Senior High School class both 
years to deliver the baccalaureate sermon. 

The membership was generous with provisions for the 
parsonage. Church and Sunday School attendance averaged 
around 200, but attendance at prayer meeting was small. 
Materially speaking, ‘““We were feasting on the fat of the 
land.” This situation was disturbing. 

By nature and by special training I was prepared for the 
work of administration. And having had some success in that 
type of work, I thought of programs, goals and organizations. 
We had two revivals, the one lasting three weeks with me 
preaching each night and Rev. C, S. Thompson having charge 
of the music. The second meeting was a pastor exchange with 
the Rev. Bert Chambers of North Manchester, Indiana doing 
the preaching. Both revivals were largely attended, but the 
results were very meager in terms of soul winning. This 
congregation would not respond to the altar call, but it was 
through personal evangelism that the additions to the church 
were made. As for the work of the charge, I needed a 
different challenge. It was true that during the 20’s that a 
large number of new and beautiful churches were built in the 
conference and incurred staggering debts. The great depres- 
sion of 1929 was just around the corner. With great 
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disappointment to the church and community | accepted the 
invitation to become pastor of the Fort Wayne Calvary 
Church in September 1929. Financially we would have been 
better off to remain in Brook for several years. We took this 
move to be a “call of God” and acted accordingly. 


FORT WAYNE CALVARY 


This new and -beautiful edifice was located on the corner 
of Jefferson and Harmar Streets. It was built in 1928 under 
the leadership of Rev. F. P. Overmeyer, whose health failed 
before it was completed. He never was able to preach in the 
new building. The debt on the building was far too large for 
the depression and I realized I had inherited a large 
undertaking. The building debt was $77,000 with interest 
due, $12.00 each day. There were high operating expenses 
for which the resources of the congregation were insufficient. 
Lay leadership was capable, cooperative and willing to work 
the church’s program. The Adult Christian Endeavor Society 
had an average attendance of 72—Young People’s Society 
60—Junior Intermediate 35. Then each year the Adult 
Society sponsored four outstanding events—the “‘one day 
summer camp meeting,” the “Autumn Frolic,” the “Mid- 
winter festival’ and the spring “‘Teachers’ Retreat.’ All of 
these were carried out with huge success. 

I personally conducted five revivals in the six years J was 
their pastor. With the help of the young people we had 
substantial success in soul winning. The one year we had an 
evangelist scarcely enough money was raised to pay him. I 
should have taken this meeting also. We whittled away on the 
debt as best we could and when Mr. Hicks from whom we 
had made a large loan died, his estate made large concessions 
on the debt which was a great help to the church and led to 
the final payment of the mortgage. This was our favorite 
church and my last pastorate. 

It was here in Ft. Wayne that our two children were born. 
Joyce Eloise on July 19, 1930 and Jarvis Lynn October Ist, 
1933. Joyce and her husband Bruce Moore graduates of 
Taylor University and linguistic missionaries in Quito, Ecua- 
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dor, S. A. since 1956, They have four children. Jarvis Lynn, 
graduate of Purdue and Ohio State Universities, is an 
Associate Professor in the Department of Agriculture of the 
University of Maryland. He and his wife Patricia have four 
children. Jarvis received the Ph.D. degree at the age of 27 
years. 

When Jarvis and his mother came home from the hospital, 
Joyce being three years older, objected strenuously to her 
baby brother’s crying and said, “‘Mother, take him back to 
the hospital. We don’t want him, he cries too much.” He 
soon recovered from his crying and made adjustment to his 
new surroundings, and we kept him. When he was one year 
old, he fell out of his walker and broke his collar bone but 
from this he nicely recovered. 

During the last year of our pastorate at Calvary Church 
there arose a clamor for a change of Conference Superin- 
tendents and I was being considered by the members of the 
conference for that position. I knew it and so did my people. 
They were willing to let us go and take over this tremendous 
tesponsibility if it be the Lord’s will. We shall forever be 
indebted to the Calvary Church for its cooperation and its 
many kindnesses. 


CONFERENCE SUPERINTENDENT 


It was on September 4, 1935 in the Winona Lake, Indiana 
Auditorium that a hundred preachers and 95 lay delegates 
combined to elect me to the high office of Conference 
Superintendent over the present incumbant. This was a high 
honor in itself and I must say a very humbling experience. 
The responsibility to be mine I did not yet know, but found 
out later. I asked the conference to excuse me for awhile in 
order that I might make a trip to Ft. Wayne to consult with 
my wife as to whether I should accept the call of the 
Conference or refuse it and remain Pastor of Calvary Church. 
Mrs. Cain said she had expected such a call and we would 
face the huge responsibility together, so I returned to the 
Conference yet that evening and reported our decision. 

The Conference did not own a manse and Ft. Wayne was 
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far to one side of the constituency. I was to rent my own 
home for the time being and to receive a salary of $2500 and 
mileage. The effects of the great depression were still with us, 
but there were signs of an upswing in the economy. The 
outgoing Superintendent had lived in Warsaw, Indiana but 
there was no house suitable or available there. Rochester, 
Indiana was nearer the geographical center, so I rented a good 
home there for $20.00 per month and moved in it October, 
1935. It was located at 610 Fulton Street. Here we resided 
for two years until the Conference purchased the Harry 
Edgington property located at 311 N. Union Street, Warsaw, 
Indiana. Here we resided for the next ten years. Joyce had 
one year of school in Rochester and Jarvis started in the 
grades in Warsaw. Both children attended the Madison School 
which was nearby. Miss Edna Lower of our church was one 
of their teachers. 


THREE MAJOR CONFERENCE CHALLENGES 


According to our population standard of 2500, St. Joseph 
Conference was 82% rural with churches in towns, villages 
and open country. The great depression of the thirties dealt a 
severe blow to rural churches everywhere. During the decade 
of 1925-1935, 10 of our churches closed their doors and 
more of them were facing some desperate situations. Rural 
morale had hit the bottom in practically every community 
and many pastors were discouraged. Something drastic had to 
be done to stem this tide. A Commission of Rural Life was 
appointed to study and make community surveys and report 
results to the Conference. Two rural church Evangelists, Rev. 
Ray G. Upson and Rev. Emery L. Dill were employed by the 
Conference and held as many as sixteen meetings a year. To 
help popularize the rural movement, a Rural Life banquet 
was held on the opening night of the Annual Conference with 
as many as 400 people attending and enjoying a good 
program. 

Rural Life Sunday was observed by both rural and urban 
churches with an offering taken to help the work of the 
Commission. Pastors were sent to Summer Schools and Short 
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Courses, Rallies and Rural Institutes were conducted in the 
Conference. In 1941, arising out of our experiences, I wrote 
the first book entitled, ““The Church Ministering to Rural 
Life.” It was widely circulated among pastors and used in a 
dozen seminaries. Through these and other methods we were 
able to turn defeat into victory. In the following decade 1935 
to 1945, we lost only one church and that was by 
consolidation and we reopened a church closed during the 
previous decade. A number of conferences in the denomina- 
tion copied our pioneering program with marked success. We 
as a Conference were beginning to be recognized as an 
authority on the small church. 

During the 1920’s at least twelve new and modern 
churches were built in the Conference. The debts on these 
buildings were enormous. One church was in debt $104,000. 
The severity of the depression was crushing these churches, 
and interfering with local programs. This generation knows 
nothing about the awful days of the great depression. I 
worked with each local congregation to help raise interest 
overdue through “Cash Days” and secure pledges for another 
year, When I left the Superintendency in 1947, every church 
in the conference was debt free. It was a long drawn out 
struggle but the churches worked heroically and I partici- 
pated in a number of “Mortgage Burnings’’ services. In 
addition, I personally raised $10,000 in cash to start a new 
mission in Gary, Indiana. But upon my departure for Dayton, 
Ohio, the Conference applied the $10,000 on the building 
fund of Gary First Church and renamed it ‘Christian 
Endeavor Memorial Church.” I never felt quite right over this 
action of the conference. 

A most enduring investment of my life was the securing of 
recruits for the Christian ministry. To get them into school 
and later appoint them to charges. During the 12 years of my 
administration 89 young men were licensed to preach the 
Gospel. Of these we have serving today with us the Revs. 
John and Marshall Chambers, Joe Penrod, Dwight McClure, 
Jay Taylor, Bill Peterson, Walter House, Wayne Johnson, 
Emmet Anderson, Keith Smitley, Wilbur Workman, John 
Wells, Herbert LePage, Robert Miller, Donald Littler, Lynn 
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Henry, Wm. Bushey, Kermit Brock, Noah Knepp, Louis 
Strong and Mrs. J. B. Glick. Some of these have gone to other 
denominations and conferences. Whenever I hear of their 
victories, | too have a victory. This recruiting was the most 
rewarding responsibility of my Superintendency. 

To be a Conference Superintendent is a tough assignment. 
To associate the right pastors with the congregations was a 
constant challenge. In all a Superintendent must be a genuine 
“trouble shooter.”’ It has its opportunities and advantages. I 
believe that the two terms of 4 years each is a good 
arrangement. This is a period which may well qualify him for 
a still more responsible position but if he continues in office 
indefinitely he will feel he is indispensible and unconsciously 
become an old horse unwanted as a pastor because he is out 
of touch with the people. 


A GENERAL CHURCH SECRETARY 


When the United Brethren in Christ Church and the 
Evangelical Church united at Johnstown, Pennsylvania in 
November 1946 to form the E. U. B. Church, the former had 
a commission on Town and Country Church but the 
Evangelical had no such setup. The Commission with 
headquarters in Dayton, Ohio, operated on a small budget of 
$500, met annually, made studies and formulated recommen- 
dations. It was the sincere hope of the commission that the 
united church would create a department of Town and 
Country Church with a full-time secretary who was to 
function as a staff member of the Division of Home Missions. 
Action was taken favoring this setup and was to be organized 
in February, 1947 with a full-time secretary to be elected at 
the spring meeting of the Division. At least three men were to 
be recommended for the new post and the election was to be 
by ballot, members of the Division voting. Because of my 
work in this area of service and the book which I had written, 
“The Church Ministering to Rural Life,” I was elected April 
9, 1947 and notified by two telegrams that day. I had given 
little thought about the election and was surprised at the 
outcome of the choice. I was to take office July Ist, 1947 
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and move to Dayton. I asked permission to finish the year as 
Conference Superintendent which ended August 15th thus 
serving a dual capacity for a few weeks. The request was 
granted. 

My fellow ministers of the conference and laymen were 
expecting me to by selected as Secretary of the newly created 
department and to them this action was no surprise. 

My immediate task was to finish my work as Conference 
Superintendent in a businesslike way, vacate the manse and 
get things ready for the new superintendent. I made two trips 
to Dayton, Ohio to find a suitable house for my family. The 
Board of Missions owns a two-story house at 1020 Far Hills 
Avenue, Oakwood Suburb. It was hard to leave Warsaw. The 
members of our church had a farewell party with some going 
away gifts, The Annual Conference in session took a love 
offering for us. It amounted to $118.00. 

We moved on September 9, 1947 to our new home in 
Dayton. Joyce was a senior in Oakwood High School and 
Jarvis was a freshman. The head of the Department of 
Athletics said to me, “Your son is the best all around athlete 
to ever come to Oakwood High School.” We attended the 
Oakwood E.U.B. Church for 1] years. Rev. E. H. Daily was 
the pastor, he was succeeded by Rev. Harold Brown in 1948 
who is still the pastor after 21 years. 

As to my work, I had to start from scratch. A Town and 
Country Church commission of four members was selected. 
They were Rev. C. R. Swartz of Pennsylvania, Rev. Richard 
Heim of Nebraska, Rev. Joseph Hendricks of nearby Dayton 
and Rev. John W. Bench of Germantown, Ohio. These men 
met with me every three months. We were the research men 
for the Rural Church. As Secretary [ circulated in 34 states. I 
personally conducted community studies and surveys in 12 
states, starting with New York and ending in New Mexico. I 
edited and published a quarterly paper entitled, “Our Church 
in Town and Country” and I wrote five books in the field of 
Rural Church and Administration. We held conventions at 
strategic places in the nation. The Department provided 
scholarship funds to help worthy rural pastors attend 
Summer Schools. A National Interdenominational convoca- 
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tion on the Town and Country Church was held each year in 
different areas of the country, with as many as 600 pastors 
attending the three day conclave. The commission recom- 
mended different types of parishes—consolidation of 
churches, yoke fields and the larger parish setup. All these to 
help reclaim and make effective the rural church communi- 
ties. The work was hard and urbanization was taking over 
many places. Dr. Stanley B. Williams, a staff member of the 
Division of Home Missions, residing in Kansas City, Kansas 
did much to help us erect church buildings in the West. The 
Division of Home Missions and the W.S.W.S. cooperated 
wonderfully well in the work of our department. 

As for living in Dayton, Ohio and the E.U.B. headquarters 
that was a rare privilege. The official family of the church 
consisted of humble men and women loaded down with huge 
tasks and responsibilities. With some 20 churches in the 
Dayton area we were favorably known and respected. The 
United Theological Seminary and Otterbein Press were there. 
By now Joyce was a student in Taylor University and Jarvis 
in Purdue. Both graduated in due time. Mrs. Cain taught in 
the adult department of the Oakwood Church four years and 
I taught the Adult Bible Class for 11 years. We enjoyed the 
work and fellowship of the church people. 

Unfortunately in July, 1958 while I was attending two 
weeks Summer School at Oberlin College, Mrs, Cain during 
the night made a wrong turn while going to another room 
and plunged headlong down a short flight of stairs, striking 
the wall at the turn of the stairway and bruising herself 
terribly. Jarvis called our doctor who said there were no 
bones broken. But she never fully recovered from this 
misfortune. It was not long until she needed surgery. It was 
an emergency. I was in West Virginia at the time. She was 
rushed to the hospital and operated upon without me 
knowing it. Jarvis was reached by telephone at Ohio State 
University and arrived in time for the surgery. It was not long 
after that, that four vertebrae began to deteriorate. We found 
it necessary to move to a one story home located 1823 
Maivern Avenue where we lived for 3 years. By this time I 
found it necessary to resign my work to take effect June 1, 
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1961. J had two more years to go on contract but my 
responsibility to my wife came first. I had served my church 
in this capacity for 14 years. The last three years were of 
necessity less effective due to her serious illness. 


INVITED TO STAY 


When moving to Malvern Avenue we transferred our 
church membership to First E.U.B. Church on Salem Avenue 
and near our home. I soon became the assistant teacher of 
the Pioneer Sunday School class, half of whom spent the 
winter in Florida. There were 3 ministers on the church staff. 
Dr. R. E. Turner’s responsibility was to visit the shut-ins, sick 
and aging of whom there were 200. Just about the time I 
resigned my office as Secretary of the Town and Country 
Church, Dr. Turner died very unexpectedly of a heart attack. 
He was greatly loved by the congregation and did his work 
well. When word reached the church of my resignation, I was 
immediately considered by the trustees and pastor for the 
position left vacant by the death of Dr. Turner. Dr. C. Willard 
Fetter, well known Senior Pastor and eloquent preacher was 
to interview me concerning the vacancy. He came to my 
office and told me his mission. This was a honor to be asked 
to be a staff member of a church with a membership of 1600. 
I told him of my reasons for resigning and of our plans to 
move back to Warsaw. He accepted my reply very graciously 
and said [| was doing the right thing. I shail always be grateful 
for the offer made me by First Church. 


BACK HOME AGAIN IN INDIANA 


We had never thought of locating in Dayton after 
retirement. It just seemed natural and proper to retire in 
Warsaw where we had some roots from 1937 to 1947. The 
children had enjoyed the school system of Warsaw and made 
wide acquaintance in the community. Now to find a home in 
Warsaw was the next responsibility. In April, 1961 I leased a 
home on East Main Street, known as the Gable property and 
located at 1110. Purchasing a home was to take place after 
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we moved so that Mrs. Cain would make only one trip to 
Warsaw. We moved a week earlier than anticipated on May 
24, 1961 and fortunately for us we found a residence which 
Mrs. Cain wanted to be our own located 621 S. Columbia 
Street, a large screened in porch, a living room and a dining 
room, six rooms in all. It was just the house that suited her. 
Outside, there was a large garden spot, a grape arbor, a 
raspberry patch and many beautiful flowers. We had never 
owned a home in our over 40 years of married life. This was a 
new experience for us. We occupied our new home on August 
15, 1961 and began to enjoy it immensely. 

Mrs. Cain’s health continued to decline. We tried to hire 
help, but no one acceptable was found. During the summer 
of 1962 she had to submit again to surgery at Murphy 
Medical Center. As soon as she was able the doctor advised 
that she be taken to the Alfran Nursing Home for recupera- 
tion for 12 weeks. After returning home a lady from Winona 
Lake, a practical nurse, helped us several months. This 
arrangement was unsatisfactory and expensive so the doctor 
again assigned her to Alfran Nursing Home July 1964, where 
she was well cared for. I visited her twice every day and the 
Excelsior Sunday School Class kept flowers in her room 
constantly. She had many callers. 


PROMOTED 


On Monday, October 13, 1964 I attended the W.S.W.S. 
one day Institute at the Claypool Church. Mrs. Cain had 
insisted that I attend and remain for the evening services 
where I was to have a part in the program. 

It was 9:00 p.m. when I arrived home on Columbia Street. 
The Alfran Nursing Home had been trying to contact me by 
telephone that evening. The announcement simply said that 
Mrs. Cain’s condition had taken a turn for the worse. When I 
arrived at the home I learned that she had died at 6:00 p.m. 
from a bursted blood vessel while eating her supper. I was 
terribly shocked to say the least, but set to work informing 
relatives and friends of her passing. The Titus Funeral Home 
was in charge. I sent a cable to Joyce in Ecuador, S. A. and 
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she atrived on Friday in time for the funeral. Jarvis and 
family were on the highway with household goods moving to 
Maryland where he had accepted a position at the State 
University. It was not until he was unloading his goods that 
we were able to contact him. It was too late for him to come 
for the funeral by plane. However he and his family had 
visited his mother in her room three weeks before her 
passing. Dr, Bernard Cook of the Dayton Office preached the 
funeral sermon from the text IJ Timothy 1:12. Dr. Charles 
Leader offered prayer. The paster, Rev. John E. Chambers 
presided. Rev. Harry and Mrs. Richer of Peru, Indiana 
provided the music, using the hymns ‘How Great Thou Art” 
and ‘“‘Beyond the Sunset.” It was a beautiful day for the 
funeral service and many friends attended. Joyce remained 
with me for one month. She helped me get adjusted and 
spoke in a number of churches. After visiting Jarvis and 
family in Maryland, she flew back to South America. 


ALONE 


After 41 years of home and family life and now to be left 
alone was a most depressing experience. Bruce and Joyce 
with their family of 4 children—Stephen Douglas, Rebecca 
Corinne, Paul Randall, and Carol Elizabeth were in South 
America; Jarvis and Patricia and family—Julia Ann, Michael 
Edward, Joseph Allen, and Frederick Andrew, were in 
Maryland. What a Christmas to be alone. No Christmas tree 
for the first time in years, no voice except my own. But I was 
not alone, my Lord, my church and my friends were with 
me. I ate breakfast at home and other meals at here and there 
in restaurants. One must travel this lonely road to really 
know what it is like. My heart goes out to the lonely 
every where. 


SURGERY 


Because of Mrs. Cain’s constant illness the past five years, I 
had little time to keep myself in top condition. I knew in a 
matter of months I would need major surgery. The doctors 
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put me off until it was absolutely necessary for the ordeal. So 
on August 10, 1965 1 entered Murphy Medical Center for the 
operation. Dr. George Haymond was the attending surgeon. 
In 10 days I was able to go home. There was no one there to 
care for me. I found out I was quite weak, but my Sunday 
School class, pastor, neighbors saw to it that I had plenty of 
groceries, and I managed to get along. Unfortunately a hernia 
developed from the surgery and I was advised to go back to 
the hospital for a repair job which I did December 2, 1965. I 
stayed there 10 days before I returned home again. A second 
distressing Christmas followed, but I recovered. 


A BLACKOUT 


On February 23, 1966 while driving on East Main going 
west near the railroad, I had a blackout. ] managed to steer 
the car to the curb. Everything was dark before me at 11:00 
a.m. [ waited 15 minutes and instead of going home I drove 
to Dr. Cron’s office. He gave me a shot and some pills and 
said the symptoms were of inner ear trouble. Nearly two 
years elapsed before complete recovery was made. 


A TURN IN THE ROAD 


Having lost my good wife by death, having survived 2 
major operations and experienced a blackout in a little more 
than a year, it seemed to me that the road was getting rough 
and long. Providentially there was a turn for better days to 
come. My two children, Joyce and Jarvis, had tactfully made 
it known that they had no objections to my finding a second 
help-meet. Both had carefully considered my situation and 
wanted to be helpful to their father. | had prayed for 
guidance in this matter for I had seen some hasty marriages 
of older people which did not turn out so well. I did not 
want to be such a victim, hence I refrained from doing 
anything in the area of matrimony. | practically gave up the 
idea without starting the quest. However impossible it 
seemed, the situation was left open for more than a year. 

Some of my fellow Kiwanians were more interested in my 
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personal welfare than I had thought. Dr. J. A. Huffman of 
whom I had known for more than two decades and highly 
respected, privately and confidentially informed me that he 
wanted me to meet a lady who was a neighbor and long time 
friend—Mrs. Edna P. LeClere, to this he added, “‘She is no 
ordinary woman,” he was eager to have us meet and offered 
to assist in making such arrangements. 

I thanked him for his kindness, gave him no definite 
answer, but told him I would consider meeting this fine lady. 
Two weeks later at another Kiwanis Club meeting, | 
expressed interest and wanted to meet her. I wrote her a 
letter to this effect. Dr. and Mrs. Huffman had previously 
approached her on the matter of meeting me. She answered 
my letter saying I might call March 23, 1966, 7:30 p.m. That 
was acceptable to me, I shail always appreciate the Huffmans 
in being instrumental in bringing us together for the first 
time. 


MARCH 23, 1966 


I had looked forward with eager anticipation to this first 
meeting date. To meet a person for the first time, especially 
this one, was a unique experience. Weatherwise it was not a 
pleasant evening, winds were rough and cold. I drove past the 
house twice to make sure it was the mght one. The porch 
light was shining brightly. Answering the door bell was a 
refined and gracious lady. We had a short but pleasant 
evening getting acquainted. J had to be at my church for a 
special meeting at nine o’clock. We planned on another 
meeting for Sunday evening. 1 went home deeply impressed 
by what I had seen and heard. Mrs. LeClere had been ‘“‘Queen 
of the Manse” in the United Presbyterian Church for four 
decades serving large churches with her husband, Dr. James 
F, LeClere. They had retired to their own home in Winona 
Lake, Indiana in 1952. Dr. LeClere passed away in 1959. She 
too had loved and lost. Although we both had been strangers 
until this time, our paths had led over similar grounds. 
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ROMANCE 


Dating soon became regular—first it was twice a week and 
three times, but on the quiet. Mrs. LeClere was involved in 
church and community activiites. Her home was open to 
guests during the Summer Bible Conference season. Gradu- 
ally we began to appear together in public. Soon it was 
reported there was a budding romance on the Island. On July 
26, 1966, I gave Edna an engagement ring and before long 
Dame Rumor had it that there would be a wedding at the 
close of the season. If not then, why not? It was a source of 
satisfaction to keep interested folks in suspense. 


OUR WEDDING DAY, DECEMBER 4, 1966 


We had not sent out invitations to our wedding which was 
to be at the Winona Lake, Indiana Presbyterian Church with 
the Revs. Donald D. Abbey and Richard Anderson the 
officiating clergymen. The ceremony followed the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. Our attendants were Mrs. Allen S. Cheesman, 
of Clarksburg, W. Va. a sister of the bride, and my son, Dr. 
Jarvis Lynn Cain, an Associate Professor in the University of 
Maryland. The sanctuary was filled with members and friends 
of the couple. The local church provided a sumptuous dinner 
for members and friends. The wedding cake was out of this 
world. Congratulations and best wishes were warm and 
genuine. Everyone present, including members of the Excel- 
sior Class, E.U.B. Church, gladly helped to make this 
occasion a joyous one. This was due largely to the careful 
planning of Mrs. J. R. Baum and members of the church. 


AN UNENDING HONEYMOON 


Our destination was kept a secret. We had arranged to 
occupy a suite of rooms at the Wawasee Motel south of 
Syracuse, Indiana. We had taken with us 200 Christmas 
greetings, announcing our wedding which we hoped to get 
ready for mail during this week. At this task we worked 
joyfully and happily. We remained in Syracuse until Sunday, 
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December 11 when we worshipped in the Calvary E.U.B. 
church nearby. No one knew of our wedding. This was the 
way we wanted it. At 2:00 p.m. we took off for Warsaw. It 
had been a supremely happy week. 


OUR TEMPORARY HOME 


We had dreamed of our future residence. We planned to 
sell both of our homes as soon as possible and lease one in 
the Warsaw community, thus being relieved of owning and 
maintaining a home. These transactions we recognized to be 
large. For the time being we thought it best to live in my 
home located on South Columbia Street which we did for the 
next six months. While living there we made almost daily 
trips to Edna’s home to check up on our things. Our mailing 
addresses were to remain unchanged until we located. 


SOLD 


On April 15, 1967 I sold my home for cash. The buyer was 
Lee Moyer of Pierceton, Indiana who had sold his home and 
needed to vacate by May Ist. So we needed to vacate within 
two weeks. We had included our future home an item on our 
prayer list. Somehow we believed this sale an answer to 
prayer. 


WE LEASE 


We knew the O. J. Stahl home on East Center Street had 
been for sale previously but now it had been taken off the 
market. We called Mr. Stahl by phone about leasing his home. 
He said to give him one day to go to Elkhart to talk it over 
with his children. He was living alone, Mrs. Stahl having 
departed this life June, 1966. We awaited his return and the 
next day he assured us we could have the house on May 15th. 
So on Saturday May 13th he had a public sale. Mr. and Mrs. 
Moyer lived with their children for two weeks and came to 
their new home when we moved out May I Sth. 


54 


OUR NEW HOME 


It was a very busy, happy day when the big moving van 
stopped by on Columbia Street and in Winona Lake to pick 
up our furnishings, and take them to our new home located 
in “The Whispering Oaks’? Addition. We found it clean, 
attractive and much to our liking. Four spacious rooms and 
full basement and garage. The pink cottage is surrounded by 
30 stately oak and shell-bark hickory trees, beautiful beds of 
perennial flowers adorn the surroundings. A kind neighbor 
takes good care of the grounds, lawn and flowers for us, and 
we very much enjoy living here. 


ANOTHER SALE 


Surplus furniture and items too numerous to mention in 
both homes were sold prior to selling properties to various 
individuals. Edna gave option to a real estate man in Marion, 
Indiana to sell her property in Winona Lake, Indiana. An 
assistant secretary of Board of Foreign Missions of the Grace 
Brethren Church residing in California, Rev. Raymond 
Thompson who planned to take up residence in Winona 
Lake, Indiana purchased her home. It was a cash sale also. 
The Thompsons moved in during the month of August so 
both seller and purchaser were happy, this was another 
answer to prayer. 


PARISH VISITORS 


On July 15, 1967 we were invited to join the Staff of the 
Trinity United Methodist Church, under the title “Ministers 
to Families.” This invitation we accepted and served in this 
capacity until December 1, 1968, when we asked to be 
released from the pleasant yet taxing responsibility. I wanted 
to write my “Memoirs” and it was no longer advisable to 
expose ourselves to the winter months. This ministry of 
compassion and comfort put us in contact with more than 
forty shut-in families, besides many hospital patients. We 
found aged and lonely people who not long ago were active 
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in the local church, but now seemingly forgotten. Our 
ministry reached out to other denominations and communi- 
ties. We found our patients in the hospital, nursing homes of 
Warsaw area and in residences. This ministry of comfort and 
new hope is desperately needed today. If taken seriously, it is 
a hard but rewarding task. The caller is often inadequate to 
meet particular needs. To be told months later, “We greatly 
miss your calls’ is deep satisfaction of this ministry. Dr. & 
Mrs. Charles Leader of Winona Lake, [ndiana have taken over 
this responsibility for the remainder of the conference year. 


AS A TEACHER 


There are some Adult Bible Classes which I taught, the 
memory of which lingers. The personnel of each one was 
different. The teaching function of the church has always 
appealed to me, At Oakwood E.U.B. Church, Dayton, Ohio it 
was the “Adult Bible Class”? average attendance was 22 per 
Sunday. The class carried on a delightful social program. | 
had the privilege of standing before this group and interpret- 
ing the Holy Scriptures for 11 years, after which we moved 
to another part of the city and placed our membership in the 
First E.U.B. Church. The second Sunday we attended there I 
was asked to become the assistant teacher of a large ‘Pioneer 
Bible Class,’’ one-half of whom wintered in Florida. Dr. J. A. 
Heck, a professor at United Seminary was the regular teacher, 
but he was away a lot. Social gatherings were held monthly 
and we were showered with gifts on my retirement and 
departure in 1961 for Warsaw, Indiana. Surprisingly after 
three years the Adult Bible Class of the Oakwood E.U.B. 
Church served a banquet honoring us also. 

When we lived in Warsaw 1937-1947 I attended to 
Excelsior Bible Class of the First E.U.B. Church somewhat 
irregularly and occasionally taught the class. On moving back 
to Warsaw in 1961 I rejoined the Excelsior Class and became 
its teacher December 1, 1961. This mixed class was first 
organized in 1919 by Mrs. Amy Yenner with four couples 
present. She taught this class from 1919 to 1949. It became a 
large and influential arm of the church and enrollment 
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reached 75 members. Mrs. Yenner not only was the teacher 
of the class but also the spiritual mother of this large group. 
The teaching pulpit now used was purchased by the class and 
dedicated in her honor in 1962. She now resides in the 
Otterbein Home, Lebanon, Ohio. Other teachers were Edna 
Lower, Fred Hall, James Turner, Forest Meredith and B. H. 
Cain. Not many of the charter members are with us today. 
They have gone to the “Home Overthere.” The enrollment of 
the class today is 50 with average attendance of 30 per 
Sunday. These are all interested and active in the affairs of 
the church. The class has its share of “‘shut-ins’” and aged. 
Mrs. Vena Myerly is the President and Mrs. Earl Stockmeyer, 
Vice President — Mrs, Edwin Alexander, Secretary — Assist- 
ant Secretary, Mrs. Mary Morgan — Treasurer, Mrs. Merrill 
Kirkpatrick, Assistant Treasurer, Mrs. Boyd Walton. The 
Special Project Committee consists of Boyd Walton and 
Merrill Kirkpatrick. The class has sponsored a missionary 
project of supporting Bruce and Joyce Moore, Linguistic 
missionaries in Ecuador, S. A. to the amount of one hundred 
dollars per year as a goal and all the additional amount given 
in the monthly offering. This project has been carried on by 
the class for the past 3 years. 


HONORS 


Few churchmen of my day and generation, with such 
humble beginning have been honored as much or more than 
I. God has led me all the way of my ministry. I give Him all 
the glory. I am not worthy of the many honors conferred 
with equal opportunity offered, they have provided. 

The many friends made in several denominations and kept 
are numbered among life’s true and dearest treasures. Life has 
been exciting and rewarding. 

Some of the honors listed are: 

1.My Biography appeared in the 1937 “‘Whose Who” in 

the American Clergy. 

2. Likewise my Biography appeared in the Indiana Susque 

Centennial Book entitled “Indiana Lives.” 
3.1 was elected Conference Superintendent of the St. 
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Joseph Conference Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, September 5, 1935 and re-elected annually for 
11 consecutive years. I was the youngest pastor ever to 
be elected to this high office and served the longest—12 
years. 

4. As Conference Superintendent I officially licensed 89 
young men to the Christian ministry. This was my most 
rewarding work, 

5. Served as a member of President Good’s Cabinet (1.C.C.) 
from 1935-1947. 

6. A Trustee of I.C.C. for 18 years. 

7.A Trustee of the Otterbein Press, Dayton, Ohio, 
1937-1954, 

8.A Trustee of the Otterbein Home, Lebanon, Ohio, 
1935-1956. Secretary of the Board for 10 years. 

9. A member of the Board of Directors H. P. I. for 3 years. 

10. I was awarded two Doctor’s Degrees, D.D. 1937, Th.D. 
1942. 

ll. Served as Editor of Town and Country 12 years, 
1947-1959, 

12. Elected delegate to five Quandrennial Conferences, 
including the merging conference at Johnstown, Penn- 
sylvania 1946, 

13. Author of five books in the field of church administra- 
tion. 

14, Elected Secretary of the Department of the Town and 
Country Church, a newly created office of the Division 
of Home Missions on April 9, 1947, and served 14 years, 
with office in Dayton, Ohio. My work covered 34 states. 


THE Th.D. DEGREE 


Having graduated from a highly accredited Seminary in 
1927 with credits to spare, I was admitted to the Postgrad- 
uate school of Temple University in Philadelphia in 1928. 
Some of the work could be done in non residence under the 
guidance of a Professor in the University and one year was to 
be taken in residence at some accredited school. The non 
residence work consisted of 32 credit hours—2 majors and 4 
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minors and a thesis for the Th.D. Degree. I took the work of 
one major at home and wrote a 5000 word thesis entitled 
“Organization and the Program of the Local Church” which 
was published later. No further work was done in the school 
until 1938, when I transferred my credits to the American 
Seminary in Wilmington, Delaware where I pursued the same 
course for 3 years. The year of residence was waived and I 
wrote the thesis entitled “The Church Ministering to Rural 
Life’ which was-published in 1941 and had wide circulation. 
I was granted the degree in Wilmington in 1942. Bishop Paul 
W. Milhouse of our church earned the same degree from the 
school and Dr. Wayne Paulin of the Baptist Temple of 
Philadelphia was also an alumnus of this seminary. It was a 
small but good graduate school. As a Conference Superin- 
tendent I found my work there to be unusually helpful. 
Unfortunately this seminary closed its doors in 1952 and sold 
its property. 


MY AMBITION 


Acts 20:24 
For myself, I set no store on my life. I want only to finish 
the race and complete the task to which the Lord Jesus 
use assigned to me of bearing my testimony of the Gospel 
of God. 


B. H. Cain 


A ROMANCE OF PROVIDENCE AND LOVE 


Written by Jasper A. Huffman for Dr. B. H. Cain and Mrs. Edna P. 
LeClere, and completed August 22, 1966. 


5 
This scene is laid in Hoosierland, 
A place of bards and sages, 
Two adults dared to raise again 
The Question of the Ages. 
A husband good who loved and lost 
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A precious wife and mother 
Was early led to weigh the right 
Of marriage to another. 


ie 
“T need,” said he “a woman good, 
to love and counsel give”’ 
“It is not good to be alone,— 
’*Tis not the way to live.” 
In that same land of Hoosierdom, 
In the town of Winona fair 
There lived a woman, good and brave, 
Well known to her neighbors there. 


ils 
She, too, had loved and she had lost, 
A husband, strong, and brave and true. 
Together they had lived and served, 
As only good yoke-fellows do. 
These two now left, but miles apart, 
Now lived in terms of distance, 
Each one was really unaware 
Of the other one’s existence. 


IV. 
Though God still moves in mysterious ways 
His wonders to perform, 
Not always does he wade the deep, 
Nor ride upon the storm, 
Sometimes it pleases him to use, 
Some servant true and loyal, 
To bring about some providence 
Which may be seen as Royal. 


V. 
Two watchful, mutual friends of both 
Did raise the question fair; 
If they should chance each other meet, 
Would they each other share? 
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With measured step they sought to know, 
Of this lonelied wife and lover: 

Would they, perchance, be introduced, 
That they might know each other? 


VI. 
With courage fine the plans were made; 
The time was set, as well as place; 
Two unknown friends were soon to meet, 
And greet each other face-to-face. 
“Love at first sight?”’ You want to know? 
This couple thus each other met 
To answer “Yes,” could not tell all, 
For an adult couple thus to fall. 


VEL. 
But love was real, real love indeed, 
That deepened, widened, day by day; 
The query of adult romance, 
Could be answered in no better way, 
"Twas not a mere coincidence 
That this pair should find each other, 
That former wife of minister, 
Should find and wed another. 


VUI. 
Now, B. H. has a help-meet good, 
To love and counsel give, 
A restoration of the plan, 
God made for man to live, 
And Edna has a man from God 
As his very name discloses, 
To cherish, love and comfort her 
As Providence disposes. — Genesis 2:4, 4:1. 


IX. 
With no less love for former spouse, 
They love, as once they loved before, 
And each to each their promise made, 
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For all this side the other shore, 

The day is set for vows declared; 
Each takes the other for all good. 
The hurt is healed, companion given: 
God’s gracious dealings understood. 


X. 
Tis God who knows life from the start, 
Through all its windings to the end. 
Tis He who shapes the destinies, 
Of those who trust Him as their Friend. 
And so, when He in Providence, 
Decides to give and take away, 
He also deigns to compensate, 
And give again, as He, only, may. 


—Jasper A. Huffman, D.D. 


CONCLUSION 


With a vast variety of incidents and interests recorded on 
the foregoing pages, it is safe to say that many others have 
been overlooked or regarded as of minor importance. 
However using the chronological method of recording, fewer 
of them have been missed. My five brothers and two sisters 
have answered the last roll call and I do not have them to 
consult. The two sisters who are still with us aré younger 
than I, so had no part in my earlier life and our family 
records were poorly kept. It has been a real joy to trace and 
evaluate my own life history. My hope and prayer is to 
inspire my readers to live better lives for Christ and His 
church. 

To my many friends and relatives who will peruse these 
pages may they do it with joy and satisfaction. My good wife 
Edna will never know the wonderful help she had been to me 
in writing this book—my sincere thanks goes to her. May God 
bless you all and keep you till we meet again. 
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ROMANS 8:28 
And we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are called according to his 


purpose. Amen. 
-~Benjamin H. Cain, D.D. 


March 20, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr, Cain: 

You took a number of us by surprise a few days ago when 
you tendered to the Division of Home Missions and Church 
Extension your resignation as Secretary of the Department of 
Town and Country Work. Your report was so complete, so 
comprehensive, and so forward looking that one would 
hardly suspect a sequel such as a resignation. 

But one doesn’t take such a step apart from careful and 
prayerful consideration, and am sure you have passed 
through all of the narrow straits that led to such a decision. 
Our Church has received from your guidance far beyond the 
powers of one who stands on the sidelines to evaluate. We are 
too close to what God has led you in doing both for our 
churches and our people. Later we shall see more clearly. 

May our Lord continue His presence with Mrs. Cain and you 
in these years that lie ahead, and we hope you will find the 
joys in retirement service just as meaningful as those that 
came while you were on the beaten path. Blessings upon you! 


Sincerely, 
W. Maynard Sparks, Bishop 
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March 23rd., 1961 


Dr. Benj. B. Cain 
Division of Home Missions & Church Extension 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr, Cain: 

Through the secretary of the Board of Missions Dr. Marlo N. 
Berger [ am informed that both you and Dr. C. Heinmiller 
have requested to be released from your positions under the 
Board of Missions, as of May 3lst., 1961. 

I regret this and could have hoped that you would go on until 
the end of the Quadrennium, nor do I know what may have 
led you to such decision. In any event I do herewith desire to 
express my deep appreciation to you for your service to the 
church through all the years of your ministry and especially 
for your work since church union in the field of the Town 
and Country church. 


I do not know what your plans are for the future, but I am 


sure you will go on serving so long as you can. Retirement on 
any other basis, would not be a very happy state. Best wishes 


to you and your family; may the dear Lord richly bless and 
use in the years ahead. 


Fraternally yours, 


George E. Epp 
Bishop Emeritus 


April 27, 196] 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 


Dear Brother Cain: 
I am sorry to learn of your retirement and of your leaving the 
Town and Country Department of our church. However, I 
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recognize that each of us some day will arrive at this same 
ore made a wondrous contribution to the Kingdom of 
God as you have served His church through the areas : 
director of Town and Country work for our denomination. 

has been a pleasure to work with you and certainly you ena 
made a great contribution to my personal life through : e 
interest you have taken in me, as well as, to the commission 
of the Ohio Southeast Conference. May the Lord bless you 
and may your retirement bring much joy and comfort to 


you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Glenn Biddle 


May 4, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
Dayton, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 4 | 
At the meeting of the Board of Missions of the Wisconsin 


Conference held recently in Milwaukee, Dr. M. N. Berger 
announced to us that after your many years of service to the 
Church you had asked for the superannuated status. Upon 
learning of this, the Board authorized me, the secretary, to 
write to you, expressing our appreciation of the fine service 
you have rendered to our beloved Church, and to wish for 
you many years of good health and happiness as you find 
other interests to fill your days. I am sure that I speak not 
only for the Board of Missions but for the entire i eet 
Conference when I offer these felicitations. May God fi 

your days with many evidences of His mercy. 


Sincerely, 
Howard L. Orians, Supt. 
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April 25, 1961 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 


601 W. Riverview Avenue, Room 230 
Dayton, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 


I have read the recent copy of Advance with unusual interest 
both because of the cherished friendship I have enjoyed with 
you during the years and our great admiration for your work 
While there is sadness in the fact that the Town and Count ; 
Movement will not have your leadership as in the past eb 
realize that you will find many new contacts and jee 
satisfaction in knowing that your work will move ier. 
continuing to multiply and bear fruit for the Kindgo f 
God during the years ahead, eae 
I do hope that our paths will meet now and again. If or when 
your home address should change, do let us know, forIh 
we can keep in touch with each other. - 
With warm personal regards, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 
I. W. Moomaw, 
Executive Secretary 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 
601 W. Riverview Ave., Suits 230, 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Ben: 

Word comes that you will be retiring as Town and Country 
Secretary for the Evangelical United Brethren at the end of 
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this month. J find this hard to believe or to accept, inasmuch 
as you have long stood in my mind as one of the stalwart 
landmarks of the Town and Country Church movement. 

I want to take this occasion to express my hearty and sincere 
appreciation for the many wonderful associations we have 
had together through the years. I have always found you to 
be a firm supporter of all that is highest and best in the Town 
and Country Church movement and on the right side of 
virtually every one.of the controversial issues. 

I am sure that your own Denomination is going to surely miss 
your steady and guiding hand in its town and country work. 
The National Council of Churches and its Town and Country 
Department will also be the poorer when you find it 
necessary to withdraw from our committees and counsels. 

I do hope that our paths will cross frequently as the years 
come and go and that the pleasant associations of past years 
may be continued. 

I am led to ask a couple of specific questions in connetion 
with your retirement. The first has to do with the future of 
the E.U.B. delegation at Michigan State University. The 
second is really inter-related with the first and that has to do 
with your successor. May we count upon the Evangelical 
United Brethren to replace you with a strong and effective 
leader who will carry forward the fine lines of program 
activity which you have sustained during your tenure? 

If the answer to that question is ‘‘yes,” I would assume, of 
course, that that individual would recognize the participation 
at Michigan State as one of the program features he would 
want to support in strength. If there is any likelihood, on the 
other hand, of your Denomination wavering in its support of 
a strong town and country leadership, I would then be moved 
to express the hope that through some appropriate channel, 
provision would be made for continuing recruitment, scholar- 
ship aid, and participation in the Town and Country Church 
Leadership School at Michigan State. 

I hope these latter remarks will not be construed in any sense 
as one denominational secretary trying to interfere in the 
affairs of another denomination. It is not intended in that 
spirit, but rather in the spirit of fellowship and common 
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concern for the strongest possible leadership program for our 


churches in town and country, 


My very best wishes to 
you for your health and ha 
the days ahead. ce 


Cordially yours, 

Rey. Shirley E. Greene 
Secretary, Town and 
Country Church 


May 11, 196] 


Dr. Benjamin H, Cain 
601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Ben: 


It was most thoughtful of you to give us your new address 
after June Ist. I had heard from some friends about your 
retirement, but was not sure when it was to be effective. 

This note is just to let you know that we have been thinking 
of you these days and I personally want to express my deep 
appreciation to you for the fine Support you have given me 
during recent years. I have always counted On you as a good 
friend, and have found your advice and counsel most helpful 
I do hope that Mrs. Cain’s health is improving, and that your 
days together after your retirement will be most enjoyable. 


Most cordially yours, 

Richard O. Comfort 

Associate Director 

Department of Town and Country 
Church and Indian Work 
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May 25, 1961 


The Reverend Benjamin H. Cain 
601 Riverview Avenue - room 230 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

It has just come to my attention that you will be retiring 
from your position at the end of May. Each week makes 
more vivid the loss that we have in the retirement of men like 
you and Dr. Randolph. 

I have always appreciated your helpful spirit and fine insights 
and have relied heavily upon your writings. 

We hope that you will continue to give to us the sort of 
mature judgment that we will need to meet the changes in 
Town and Country work in the future. 


Sincerely, 
Richard K. Smith 
Director 


July 25, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
1120 E. Main Street 
Warsaw, Indiana 


Dear Dr. Cain: ‘ 

I regret that J did not have the opportunity of visiting briefly 
with you before you left service on May 31st, 1961. Since 
your leaving I have wanted to write to you and express 
appreciation for the opportunity of serving with you on the 
Board of Missions staff. It was a privilege to have known you 
and I want you fo know how much your concern for the 
town and country church has meant to our denomination. 
We are a denomination of small rural churches. Although our 
society has become urbanized, we are deeply rooted in soil of 
our United States. Therefore, I am conscious of the impor- 
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tance of the work you have done for our denomination and 
as you now assume a new relationship in the service of the 
church, I know that you can look back through the years 
with a good deal of satisfaction. 

Without a doubt you are settled in your new abode by this 
time and I know that you are feeling at home at Warsaw. I 
trust that Mrs. Cain has enjoyed reasonably good health since 
you arrived at your new home. Without a doubt you are 
finding plenty to do and I know there will be many 
opportunities for continued service within the church. 

May God’s richest blessing rest upon you and yours in the 
days that are ahead. Thanking you again for your fellowship 
through the years, I beg to remain, 


Sincerely yours, 

DIVISION OF WORLD MISSION 
John F, Schaefer 

Acting Executive Secretary 


April 11, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
601 West Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 


The April issue of the Advance arrived today bearing the 
news of your forthcoming retirement. This letter comes to 
you from a fellow-member of the Indiana Conference North. 
I have had the feeling for some time that all too often, when 
our men come up for retirement, our words and actions seem 
so trite and insignificant. We ought to be able to do more 
than we do. 

The other day one of my parishioners retired from General 
Electric after 32 years of service. The parties, gifts, telegrams, 
letters, etc., were fabulous. Though I am sure that these 
tangible expressions are really incidental, I wish the Church 
could match such expressions of gratitude. Perhaps we 
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int i f appreciation. 
ministers are at fault for this lack o 
This is all by way of saying that I hopy that you and Mrs. 
Cain will have many years of happy experiences in the new 
venture into which God is leading you. . 
With prayers for continued health and fruitful service 
wherever you go, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 
A. Hunter Colpitts 


April 17, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


rother Benjamin: . 
non pours welcome letter arrived while J was a ere 
lilinois, Its contents shook me like visiting your ol ‘ pee 
town and finding one of its most familiar land-mar : ; 
been torn down. It sort of leaves a vacant place in ae es : 
That is how ‘the news of your retirement struck me. : a 
and will continue to treasure the privilege of your cane c 
This has not been the easiest year in recruiting for : oe 
The major barrier has been funds. We are eset mak “ 
$250 from your office. Our Conference Mission as Ais 
giving the difference needed to send nine men. The on jai 
ence Branch of the W.S.W.S. has given $100 to he p se. : 
three wives. We are planning on twelve from Michigan, nae 
men and three women. I expect to be able to send you tne 
a ene teak you will be able to be at East Lansing suite 
you will let me know the day so that I can plan to be 
ee have a good year at Nashville and we are laying ee 
for another one here. These plans of course are sas aa : 
change, especially from May 17 to 21. This is our 
Conference. All signs, however, point us back here. 
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- is my prayer that both you and Mrs, Cain will enjoy many 
appy, fruitful years of retirement together. Your ready 


smile, steady counsel and guidi 
; guiding hand will be greatly mij 
and exceptionally hard to replace. sa a 


May God Tichly bless you as you have me and others. 


Yours in Jesus, 
Joseph E. Shaw 


June 23, 196] 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 


Division of Home Missions and Ch 
urch Extensi 
Dayton 6, Ohio U.S.A. eine 


Dear Dr, Cain: 


I have just read from the Telescope-Messenger that you have 


I am fortunate for having met you and for having known 
your good work as Conference Superintendent and as a 
general officer of the Church. 


se oe joins me in congratulating you for work well done 
and for the Privilege of entering now into a rest well earned 
Our best wishes for you and yours. ) 


Faithfully yours in Christian bonds, 
Onofre G, Fonceca 


April 25, 1961 


Dr. B. H, Cain 
1823 Malvern Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr, Cain: 


Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
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I read in the “Town and Country” publication that you are 
soon to take retirement relationship. 

I did not realize that you were at the age when you would 
even be thinking of that move since I always remember you 
as a very active and youthful looking individual. And I know 
that it has not been over ten years since { last saw you. In 
fact it was more probably around six years ago. 

None-the-less I am sorry that you will have to pass on the job 
to others. I feel that you did render excellent service in this 
difficult field and that no doubt there were many things done 
by you or under your direction that will not be realized in 
importance until perhaps long after you are gone. 

Meanwhile I do pray that God will bless abundantly all that 
you did for His glory and that your many years of retirement 
will bring you much pleasure and satisfaction. I am sure that 
you will not just sit back and not be useful. 

May God bless you and yours abundantly for His glory. 


Gratefully yours in Christ, 
Rev. John F. Olexa 


April 22, 1961 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 

Department of Town & Country Church 
601 West Riverview Avenue 

Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Ben: 

I have just read the article “‘Facing The Future” in the April 
issue of the ‘‘Advance.” It is an excellent article and I am 
assuming that you wrote it. 

Your departure from the Department of Town and Country 
work will leave quite a gap in our denominational life. For 
many years we have looked to you for leadership in this 
important field, and I am sure that few, if any leaders in the 
United States have surpassed you for your understanding and 
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interest in rural and town church work. 
With the best of good wishes ] am, 


Most cordially, 
J. Gordon Howard, Bishop 


Box 68, Linglestown, Pa. 
April 20, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain, Secretary 

The Dep’t of the Town and Country Church 
Evangelical United Brethren 

Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Doctor Cain: 

I read the April edition of “Advance” with profit and regret 
The profit came from your keen analysis of the problems a 
Opportunities facing the town and country church. The regret 
came from the notation that you will be leaving the 
administrative ranks of our General Church. 

It Js my hope that your experience, counsel, and encouraging 
spirit will still be available as you pass from administrative- 
active to retired-active relationship. 

Your appearances on programs of East Pa. Conference were 
always stimulating and thoroughly helpful. That’s what the 
pastor on the field looks for from our leaders. What a blessing 
it is when a General officer is able to make waters spring 
forth in the arid acres of a pastor’s ministry. This you have 
done again and again. Perhaps it is not too late to express 
appreciation for what is so often taken for granted, 


With every good wish for a new f. 
“ acet in a continu 
life after May 31st. ed useful 


Sincerely, 
Homer M. Falstick 
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21 Brenham Place 
San Francisco 8, California 
April 20, 1961 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

I would like to thank you once again for the “Advance” 
publication which is sent to me periodically from time to 
time. However, it has been keeping me well informed of what 
is going on with regards to the church in town and country in 
America today. Indeed, the paper has given me much help 
and inspiration both in my work with the church and in my 
whole ministry. 

It seems just only a few short years since we met last in 
Virginia. However, time has rapidly passed and soon you have 
reached the status of retirement this May. I wish to join 
others to pay my warmest tribute to you on the occasion of 
your most glorious moment of joy for a job well done. 
Meanwhile, 1 am also happy to have this opportunity to 
assure you of how much IJ admire the one whom I have met 
only once and has influenced me a great deal in my ministry 
both here and in China during these past years. Indeed, your 
spiritual guidance and leadership has meant a great deal to 
many. Your creditable and unselfish service has forever 
created a feeling of high esteem among those whom you have 
consciously or unconsciously come to associate with. 

Again, allow me to express to you my most sincere 
congratulation of the good work that you have done for the 
church during these past years. May God richly bless you and 
your wife on the occasion of your most glorious moment of 
reaching the retirement status. Meanwhile, if you and your 
wife happen to come out West for vacation in the near 
future, please let us know beforehand. Perhaps we might 
arrange a convenient time to have fellowship together again 
not before long. 

With best regards to you and yours. 


Sincerely yours, 
Joseph Ma 
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Dr. B. H. Cain 

Evangelical United Brethren 
601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

As we received the notice of your retirement, may I take this 
opportunity on an interdenominational basis to say thank 
you for your great contribution to the life of the rural church 
in your years of missionary service in and beyond your own 
denomination. While my contacts with you have been brief 
and only occasional, I have had a deep sense of appreciation 
for the quality and character of your personality and 
ministry in this particular field. 

We extend to you and Mrs, Cain our best wishes in your 


“retirement” and trust that the Lord will bless both of you 
richly. 


Cordially , 

J, Earl Jackson, Administrator 
Sunday School Missions and 
Mobile Ministries 


Dr. B. H, Cain, Secretary 

Department of The Town and Country Church 
Division of Home Missions and Church Extension 
601 W. Riverview Ave., 

Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

I read in the “Advance” that you have tendered your 
resignation effective May 31, 1961. While it is on my mind, I 
want to extend my personal wishes to you and your wife for 
the blessings of the greatest measure of health and resources 
sufficient for many years of life together in retirement. 

You have been a great blessing to me and to our family. I 
shall never forget the blessings of the evangelistic services you 
conducted for us at the Independence Church. I know you 
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are retiring, but in your retirement I hope that there will be 
some travel, and we would surely love to have you stop and 
see us, and make it on a Sunday so we can have you in our 
pulpit. 


Sincerely , 
Donald E. Carper 


April 13, 1961 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 

Department of Town & Country Church 
601 West Riverview Avenue 

Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

1 see by the Advance that you are retiring from your work as 
secretary of the Town and Country Church Department at 
the end of May and I want to wish you all the best for the 
years ahead. I am sorry that you will be leaving this particular 
very responsible ministry, but I am sure that your over-all 
circumstances will be benefited by th move. I do wish you 
and Mrs. Cain all the best and [ am sure that the years ahead 
of you will offer many rich opportunities for continued 
service. Perhaps your new status will allow you more time for 
writing. If we can arrive at some subject area of mutual 
interest, we at Warner Press would be glad to work with you 
on another book, 


Sincerely yours, 


Kenneth F. Hall 
Book Editor 
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April 12, 196] 


Dr. B. H. Cain, Secretary 
The Town and Country Church 


Office Suite 230, 601 W. Riverview Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 


My Dear Dr. Cain: 
I had not realized that you were about to retire. You have 
been one of the great leaders of Town and Country 


movement, and I just want you to k 
bin now how 
appreciate you. much | 


Sincerely, 

G. Ross Freeman 
Assistant to the Dean and 
Director of Field Work 


April 12, 1961 


Dr. Benjamin H, Cain 
601 West Riverview 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

: note by . the “Advance in Town and Country and in 
hanging Cities that you are resigning from your post. We 

are sorry to see this happen, because we have sincerely and 

deeply appreciated your leadership and friendship in so many 

ways and at so many times. 

We want you to know that we shall long remember you, and 


Sincerely, 
Donald D. Abbey 
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April 11, 1961 


Dear Ben: 

Your April issue of The Advance was forwarded to me here 
from Coldwater. [ am now with our Dept. of Christian 
Education as an associate secretary in the Leadership 
Training Division, and also working with Christian education 
in the small church school, As you can well imagine, most of 
the latter are in rural areas, so I have not forsaken the T & C 
work. 

I did appreciate receiving the Advance and I note therein the 
announcement of your forthcoming resignation and retire- 
ment. It is hard to realize that time passes so quickly, and 
that you have reached this period in your life. I know, 
personally, I have rejoiced greatly in having our Christian 
brotherhood together, and I will miss your pleasant person- 
ality and presence at our various T & C gatherings, and your 
valuable contributions you always made. 

However I do want you to know that I wish for you a most 
wonderful time of different type of service for our Lord in 
your “retirement,” and that you will be blessed with good 
health. 

I do hope that from time to time we may again see one 
another. 


God bless you. 
Cordially, 
Maxwell 


April 6, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 
601 West Riverview Ave., 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Dr, Cain: 
It was with great surprise, I assure you, that I have read in the 
last issue of the Telescope-Messenger that you are to retire at 
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the end of the month of May. You had mentioned to me that 
you expected to take this step at the end of the quadren- 
nium—but I am sure that there are adequate reasons for your 
stepping out of the active work this summer. 

I want you to know how very much I ahve appreciated the 
privilege of working with you these several years in the 
Department of the Town and Country Church. Your kind 
and gracious spirit has always been an inspiration to me. 
Your leadership in this area has been challenging—and I want 
you to know that we will miss you so much in our 
fellowship. I certainly hope that you can be with us at our 
annual meeting in September. 

May the Lord bless both you and Mrs. Cain in this new 
relationship to which you will soon come. May your 
experience of retirement be as satisfying to you as your years 
of active ministry in the Church. 

Thank you so much for your wonderful service in our 
Department. 


With every good wish to you and Mrs. Cain in the 
“tomorrows” I remain 


Sincerely, 
F, A. Spong, Supt. 


Kansas City, Kansas 
Apnil 6th, 1961 


Dr. B. H. Cain 

Office Suite 230 

601 West Riverview Avenue 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Brother Cain: 

I just returned from a two weeks itinerary, assisting in the 
dedication of our church at Kismet, Kansas, and holding 
Holy Week services at Republic, Kansas, (speaking each 
morning at the High School and each evening at the church), 
and your kind letter of the 19th of March awaited me. 
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Bishop Milhouse had informed me of the resignation of both 
Dr. Heinmiller and yourself, or rather your retirement, and I 
had intended writing you, but was so happy to hear from 
you. 

As you come to the hour of your official retirement and go 
to your home at Warsaw where you lived so long as the 
superintendent of the old St. Joseph Conference you will 
certainly carry with you the love and esteem not only of 
your fellow laborers in the Division, but also the high regard 
of the entire church which you have loved so dearly and 
served so faithfully and well. You have pioneered in the field 
of the Town and Country church and the influence of your 
leadership will be lasting. While you do not mention it I 
know that Mrs. Cain’s health has been a contributing factor 
in your decision to retire before the end of the quadrennium. 
It seems only yesterday that I witnessed your election as 
Superintendent of the annual Conference at Warsaw, and our 
associations together while you held this office were most 
happy and rewarding. I was one of the strong backers of your 
election as a secretary of our Department (now Division) and 
our associations there were most pleasant. I now welcome 
you into the illustrious company of “Retired Staff Secre- 
taries” and wish for you and Mrs. Cain the blessings of God 
as you face the sunset years amid most familiar surroundings. 
I had hoped to get back to Dayton long before this but one 
thing and another (chiefly my health) has kept me from 
doing so. Blessed be the ties that bind our hearts together 
here and hereafter. 


Your sincere friend, 
Stanley B. Williams 
451] Leavenworth Road 
Kansas City, Kansas 
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April 10, 196] 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain, Executive Secretary 
Town & Country Department 

601 W. Riverview Avenue - Room 230 
Dayton 6, Ohio 


Dear Brother Cain: 

Terribly, terribly sorry that you can no longer serve Heifer 
Project on its Board of Directors and Executive Committee! 
It has been a real pleasure to come to know you and to work 
by your side since October of 1959. I’ve always appreciated 
the deep dedication to the work of the Lord which your 
efforts constantly express, I can certainly understand how- 
ever that the demands caused by your wife’s illness are such 
as would cause you to curtail some of your outside activities. 
We shall certainly hold her illness up to the Lord in our 
prayers and look forward to her recovery. 

I trust that I have your blessings in conferring with Bishop J. 
Gordon Howard concerning personnel on our Board of 
Directors and general participation of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church in the project as a whole and the pro- 
gramming of HPI. 

I shall be following through with the entre arranged for me to 
serve the Eastern Area Town and Country Conference in 
Telford next week. 

Fondest personal greetings and the very best of wishes! 


Fraternally , 
LeRoy M. Kutz, Jr. 


April 5, 1961 


Dr. Benjamin H. Cain 

Department of Town and Country Church 
Evangelical United Brethren Church 

601 Riverview 

Dayton 6, Ohio 
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Dear Dr. Cain: 

The announcement of your retirement strikes us as hardly a 
welcome note, but this reaction may be selfish because of the 
loss it entails to us. There is certainly no question as to your 
own merit in picking up a lighter burden. In the titles of your 
recent book you have been “like a tree”’—sturdy and 
flourishing; you have contributed mightily to the “basic rural 
values”: you have had the “power to put it across’; your 
work and person have been “cause for thanksgiving’; and 
certainly your many friends would attest to your “srowing 
older gracefully.” But most of all you have manifested “‘the 
quest for the best” in all you have sought and done. 

These are rare virtues and we need them still. We can only 
pray that our Lord in His Wisdom will raise up another like 
unto yourself, but in the meanwhile we shall demand that 
you be available for the counsel and guidance we shall need 
in your productive years ahead. 

With every prayer for God’s best to attend your ways, we are 


Most cordially, 

Jon L. Regier 

Executive Secretary 
Division of Home Missions 


Henry A, NcCanna 
Executive Director 
Town and Country Church 


April 20, 1961 


Dear Dr. Cain: 

Just received my copy of ‘““Advance”’ and was surprised to see 
your picture and notice of your retirement. It’s a shame 
someone must retire before you rate your picture on the 
front page, isn’t it? 

I’m sure the staff of Home Missions and Church Extension 
will greatly miss you. It just won’t even look the same in the 
office! 
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Bill and J do sincerely wish you God’s very best as you leave 
your desk of Town and Country and head for the “town and 
country.’’ Will you be staying on in Dayton, or is Indiana 
going to get you? Perhaps we can talk you into retiring in 
Florida? We love it here. 

It was a real pleasure to know and work with you, Dr. Cain. 
You surely deserve your “retirement status.” 

Give our regards to Mrs. Cain. God bless you! 


Sincerely, 
Judy 


EFFECTIVE MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP 


“But he that is great among you shall be your servant. And 
whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and who- 
soever shal humble himself shall be exalted.” —Matthew 


23: 14-12, 


!. Introduction 


The text makes it clear that there are two essential 
ingredients in leadership. 
A. Humility “humble himself,” According to Jesus 


B. 


this qualification heads the list. 
The spirit of service “servant of all.” 


Il, Qualifications for effective leadership 
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A, 


A sense of mission. 

He feels called of God to the most important work 
in all the world “a servant of God.”’ 

Strong religious convictions. 

People do not follow an unstable person. 

He must stand where doubt and fear do not dim 
his view of God and His Kingdom: 

A genuine love for all people. 

The church is for all the people and for all their 
needs. 


““God so loved the world....”” John 3: 16a. 
“Greater love hath no man than this....” John 
15:13a. 

Exemplary Christian home life. 

What a pastor is and what he does wiil make or 
break his public influence. People respect the “Man 
of God.” His family can be a help or a hindrance to 
him. 

Good study habits. 

To lead in this fast moving world, a church leader 
must be well informed. He must select his reading 
carefully and wisely. It is not saying too much to 
ask a pastor to attempt to read at least one good 
book a week. 

Vision and insights. 

A leader must be able to see more clearly and 
farther than his people. Illustration—that is just 
what a swiper on the windshield does for the driver 
of a car. 

Willingness to work hard. 

Other people may be lazy, but the pastor must be 
industrious. Keep things in admirable shape about 
the parsonage. Walk as if you were going some- 
where. Lay out big programs for your church and 
lead in carrying them out. 

Patience 

Don’t “fly off the handle.” 

A willingness to wait on God’s own time is not 
complacency. 

The farmer waits on the harvest. Inevitably it 
comes. 

Persistence 

The world is strewn with wrecks of half-finished 
jobs. Learn to follow through, Dr. S. S. Hough 
once said, “The church needs people who see 
things, see through things, and see things through.” 
Humility 

Jesus placed this qualification at the top. He 
illustrated it in John 13:4-15. 
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HI. The functions of effective leadership 
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The pastor is — 


A. 


B. 


A Priest - a leader in worship. 

He speaks to God for the people. 

A Prophet (forth teller of God’s message). 

He speaks to the people for God. 

An Evangelist 

Evangelism is the permanent function of the 

ministry. 

He trains the congregation in the work of Evangel- 

ism. 

An Educator 

1. He is responsible for all the work of Christian 
education in the local church. 

2. He is a teacher in Christian marriage and 
family life. 

3. It is his task to keep the church studying. 

An Interpreter (applies and explains). 

1. He adequately interprets God. 

2. He interprets man’s relation to the commu- 
nity. 

3. He interprets the church’s task of civic right- 
eousness, health, economic conditions, etc. 

A Family Counsellor 

1. A counsellor of both youth and adults. 

2. As a counsellor, he must be available, a good 
listener, exercise patience, and keep confi- 
dence. 

An Administrator 

1. He studies the needs, resources, leadership, 
and program of the parish. 

2. He is the leader and careful planner of 
administration of resources. 

3. Good administration will require the best of 
tools: building, equipment, office records, 
etc. 

A Citizen 

1, He identifies himself with his people. 


2. He is deeply concerned about all phases of 
community life. 


IV. Conclusion 


While the Leader’s functions are many and varied, his 
first and most important work is that of an Evangelist of 
the parish. 

“These men are the servants of the most high God, who 
proclaim unto you the way of salvation.” Acts 16:7. 
“For I have appeared unto you for this purpose, to 
appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things in 
which you haye seen me and to those in which I will 
appear unto you, delivering you from the people and 
from the Gentiles, to whom I send you to open their 
eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive the forgiveness of sins and a place among those 
who are consecrated by faith in me.” Acts 26:16-18. 


GOD'S LADDER TO FORGIVENESS AND HEALING 


“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land.”” II Chronicles 7:14. 


i. Introduction 


A. A ladder suggests — 
1. Distance beyond reach up or down, 
2. Immediate use in case of danger. (Rescue or 
escape from a burning house or a deep well.) 
3, Communion between God and man. 
““And he dreamed that there was a ladder set 
upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
heaven; and behold the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And the Lord 
stood above it.” Genesis 28:12, 13a. 
Briefly tell the story of Solomon’s prayer and God’s 
response to it in the language of the text. 
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Il. Four rungs in God’s ladder 
The climb is upwards. 


A. 


Humility “If my people humble themselves.” 

Pride is a great obstacle to the Kingdom (Church 
pride, position, prestige, wealth and social stand- 
ing). 

Pride leads to self-sufficiency. (Luke 18:9-14). 
Jesus taught the importance of humility as against 
pride and ambition. (John 13:4-14). 

Prayer “‘and pray.” 

Humility must be followed by genuine prayer. 
(Luke 18:13). 

Prayer was one of the primary activities of the 
Early Church before and after Pentecost. 

There is no substitute for personal communion 
with God. 

Through prayer we learn God’s will for our lives. 
Earnestness “Seek my face.” 

Sin is the barrier that separates man from God. 

We must seek to know and understand God. 

“Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you men of double mind.” James 4:8. 
Repentance “Turn from their wicked ways.” 

God’s people are sometimes guilty of going in 
wicked ways. In chapters two and three of the 
book of Revelation, six of the seven churches (old, 
established, large, wealthy and worldly churches) 
are commanded to “repent.” When the church 
forsakes her wicked ways, God will be honored and 
man will be restored to fellowship with God. 

These four rungs are for us to use. 


llt. Three blessings at the top of the ladder 
The climb is rewarded when we reach the top. 
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A. 


Answered prayer ““Then will I hear from heaven.” 
Prayer in the depths will be heard in the heights. 
God is more eager than we are for our salvation 
and the welfare of our world. 


B. Sins forgiven “I will forgive their sin.” 
He is a forgiving Father (Luke 15, especially verses 
12-24). 
Old records are blotted out and remembered no 
more, 
Forgiveness implies a new start in life. 

C. Land healed “I will heal their land.” 
Our land is sick. Many quack remedies are recom- 
mended. 
The motto on our coins “In God We Trust” is 
sometimes a mockery., Unless the hearts of our 
people are changed, all reforms are shallow and 
superficial. The remedy is ‘“The Great Physician.” 


IV. Conclusion 
Use God’s provisions for forgiveness and healing. Climb 
the ladder He has ordained for our use. Enjoy full 
forgiveness and restoration with Him. 


A SPIRITUAL CHECK-UP 
“Let a man examine himself.” J Corinthians 11:28. 


“Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try me and know 
my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me. And 
lead me in the way everlasting.”” Psalms 139:23-24, 


I. Introduction 

A. Paul is preparing the Corinthian brethren for the 
Holy Communion service. He exhorts them to 
examine themselves—their faith, motives, prayer 
lives, example, progress in Christian living, hope 
and assurance—they are to turn the searchlight on 
themselves—not others. 

B. David closes his prayer with “Search me,” “Try 
me,” and “Lead me.” Here is a search to which we 
should not object. It should be made often, 
thoroughly and even severely. It may be an 
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unpleasant experience—so is the cleaning of an old 
cellar. Spiritual conditioning requires the search, 


tl. Am ! consciously sure of Jesus Christ? 

Has my religion the element of certainty that Job and 
Paul possessed? 

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will 
stand upon the earth.” Job 19:25. 

“But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have 
believed and I am sure that he is able to guard until the 
Day what has been entrusted to me.” II Timothy 1:12. 


A. 


There are some things we do not and cannot know. 

The wise God has lowered the curtains on the 

future so that we may walk by faith and not by 

sight; so we may live a day at a time. 

We do not know the future but we know the 

future is safe with him. “We know that in 

everything God works for good with those who 
love him.”” Romans 8:28a. 

Knowledge of Jesus has two aspects. 

1, Theoretical knowledge. It is necessary to 
know about Jesus before we can know him 
personally. We never knew as much about 
Jesus as we do today. To know the way to 
Christ is not enough; we must travel the road 
into his forgiving presence. 

2. Experimental knowledge. Jesus Christ must 

be received into our hearts. The means and 
method of becoming Christian are in this 
serve of Scripture “We are saved through 
grace by faith.” Ephesians 2:8. 
The blind man said, “One thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now IJ see.” John 9:25. 
Iliustration—Just before the moming sermon 
a parishioner said to John Wesley, ‘What 
would you do if you knew you would die 
tonight?” Wesley answered, “‘I would preach 
this morning, afternoon and evening, have late 
family devotions and wake up in glory.” 


iW. is my spiritual growth continuous? 
Am 1 anormal, healthy, growing Christian? 


A. 


Am I satisfied with my prayer life? 

Can I recommend my prayer life to others? No, we 
are not satisfied with our prayer lives and we 
cannot recommend them to our friends. Let us all 
get better prayer lives. There is no substitute for 
personal communion with God. 

How does my Christian experience compare with a 
year ago? 

Am [| “in a rut’? A rut is a grave with both ends 
knocked out. Is mine a “merry-go-round” life? I 
get off the same place I get on—go in circles. “‘Have 
I seen better days”? ‘“‘Am I losing out spiritually”’? 
These are good questions in this self-examination 
process. One thing is certain—when a flower quits 
blooming, it goes to seed, 

Spiritual growth demands a planned life. 

Regularity in prayer, Bible study, public worship, 
sharing, etc. Seek all sources of help for Christian 
growth. In this way you will stay out of the “ruts.” 


iV. Have | the courage to stand for my convictions? 
(Not opinion, prejudices, notions or hobbies), 
A. A conviction is a fundamental truth that gives 


guidance to life. 

Like a huge signboard, it points to something 

definite. We rise or fall by our convictions. 

Some great affirmations of history. 

Moses “Choosing rather to share ill-treatment 
with the people of God than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasure of sin.” Hebrews 
LUsZ3: 

Daniel ‘But Daniel resolved that he would not 
defile himself with the King’s rich food 
or the wine he drank.” Daniel 1:8a. 

Peter “We must obey God rather than man.” 
Acts 5:29b. 

Luther ‘Here I stand, God help me.” 
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Lincoln “I am not bound to win but I am bound 
to be true.” 

These men had convictions for which they were 

willing to die. 

Every Christian needs courage to stand for his 

convictions—He may have to stand alone against 

the popular wrong and for the unpopular right. 

E. Stanley Jones said, ‘Society has standards; if 

you live up to them it will praise you; if you live 

below them, it will punish you; if you live above 

them, it will persecute you.” The Early Church 

lived above “‘the world,” hence was persecuted. 

Refer to hymn “Higher Ground.” 


V. Am | becoming more Christlike? 


If not... ““Be alarmed.” 
A. More Christlike in—- 


Love, prayer, sacrifice, forgiveness, patience, race 
relations, world peace and service. 
Hymn “I Would Be Like Jesus” 


V1. Conclusion 


Are you sure of Christ? Is your spiritual growth 
continuous? Have you the courage to stand for your 
convictions? Are you becoming more Christlike? 


THE CROSS IN EVERYDAY LIVING 


“For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man 
also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father 
and the holy angels.” Mark 8:38. 
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i, Introduction 
The text is a summary of the entire paragraph. It has to 
do with everyday living ‘““before men.” 
Jesus characterizes his day with two adjectives “‘adulter- 


” and “sinful.” So have all generations been, 


——— 


including ours. Jesus knew many people would be 
ashamed of Him, hence the exhortation. In some circles 
today He has been relegated to a beautiful antique. 


. We must confess Him daily 


*‘Not ashamed... before men.” 
We are not ashamed of — 


A. 


His person “Me.” 

H. G. Wells, the British Historian of the former 
decade, said, “There have been only seven great 
men in history—Asoka, Buddha, Aristotle, Roger 
Bacon, Abraham Lincoln and Jesus Christ.” Our 
objection is that Jesus was classified with other 
men. He is in a class by himself. 

Hymn—“No Mortal Can With Him Compare 
Among the Sons of Men.” 

He is the sinless, faultless and eternal Son of God. 
We are very proud of Him. 

His words. 

They have now been published in 1296 languages 
and dialects. They are our “daily bread,” textbook 
and infallible guide. The Bible answers all problems 
for time and eternity. It throws light on all 
situations we encounter, Jesus was “‘a teacher sent 
from God.” (John 3:2) who has attracted the 
greatest teachers of all ages—Paul, Origen, Athanas- 
ius, Augustine, Newton, Kepler and Carver. 

His works. 

They are threefold—“‘Body, mind and soul.” 

Every institution organized to relieve human suf- 
fering is a by-product of the Christian Church 
(hospitals, Red Cross, Community Chest, Material 
aids, HPI, CROP, Benevolent Homes for Aged and 
Children, etc.). Eighty-five per cent of all funds 
paid to these agencies come from church people. 
His death. 

“Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 and 
John 3:16. 
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Human hate which did its worst at the Cross is 
always futile. 

Divine love which did its best at the Cross was 
victorious. 

Paul gives us the Gospel in a nutshell... “Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures.” I Corin- 
thians 15:3-4, This was all according to the plan of 
God. 


ili. Warning against open denial! 
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“Of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed.” 

What we do now, he will do then “when he co eth.” 

(Judgment). 

A. We deny him by our silence. 
Business may have some “silent partners” but 
Christianity does not. We are not to be “soap box 
orators,”’ but we should take every opportunity in 
our daily work to witness for Him. We dare not be 
like the Artic Ocean—“frozen at the mouth.” “Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so.” Psalms 107:2. 


B. We deny him when we are “too busy.” 


No Christian has a right to be so busy as to deny 
his Lord. We must discipline our time, so that we 
may havy time to witness “before men” in church, 
at prayer meeting, by Bible study, and through the 
ordinances of the church. 


C, We deny him when we compromise with sin. 


Worldliness is a compromise with Satan. There may 
be times when a compromise in method is a good 
thing, but to compromise in conviction and prin- 
ciple is never good. 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is 
notin him.” JI John 2:15. 


D. We deny him when we do not spread his Gospel. 


The mandate “‘Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations” (Matthew 28:19a) is a timeless one. It 
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IV, 


is for us today. We evangelize through personal 
living and the program of the Christian church. 


Conclusion 

A. May God give us grace to be strong in Him. 
Not to fail Him by our silence, busyness, com- 
promises and failure to tell ““Good News.”’ 

B. Always be justly proud of Jesus—of his person, 
words, works and death. 
When James Barrie was leaving Scotland for the 
mission field, his good mother said, “Jimmie, 
always say a good word for Jesus.” 


SOME THINGS THAT NEED EMPHASIS TODAY 


“For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a large company was added to the Lord.” Acts 11:24. 


Introduction 

Tell the story of the wonderful Revival at Antioch by 
amateur preachers which resulted in the founding of a 
church some 400 miles from Jerusalem. The Mother 
Church heard the good news and sent its representative 
to encourage the new mission. In twenty-two words, St. 
Luke gives us a portrait of this church leader. What he 
was furnishes the basis of much needed emphases today. 


. Christian character — ‘a good man.” 


A. These words are God’s compliment. 
Nothing of vain eulogy, flattery or deceit about 
them. It is a simple honest, plain statement. The 
Bible does not hand out compliments promis- 
cuously. 

B. Barnabas was not born a good man. 
We cannot be good without God. His was positive 
goodness which he achieved “through grace of 
God.” 

C. The Bible emphasizes Christian character. 


EBS 


We tend to emphasize achievements, organization, 
dollars, success, appearance, etc. Christian char- 
acter is capital; it is ‘like unto pure gold.” 


IH. A spirit filled man — ‘‘full of the Holy Spirit’ 
Form is indispensable, but always secondary. Spirit is 
always first. 


A, 


The credentials of Barbabas. 

He never sat at the feet of Gamaliel. He favored 
education. He sought out Saul (the learned man) to 
indoctrinate the new converts at Antioch. The 
Bible says he was “‘a teacher, as 
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prophet,” “‘evan- 
gelist,” and “Missionary.” He had much heart 
power. 

The Bible emphasizes the spirit-filled life as: 
Normal, healthy, joyful and dynamic. Spirit-filled 
men are needed in the pulpit, pew, school room, 
home, business, politics, recreation, etc. 

We may have both educated and spirit-filled 
leaders. 


IV. A believing man — “‘full of faith.”’ 
He had inner stability, depth, anchorage and depend- 
ability. 


A. 


Barnabas possessed personal, living faith. 

Only once was he “swept off his feet’? by 
controversy. (Gal. 2:13) Barbabas had good bal- 
ance. 

Barnabas had faith in the primary things of life. 
God, Christ, Bible, Holy Spirit, the Church, and 
Men. If it had not been for Barnabas, John Mark 
would not have made his “comeback.” 

The Bible emphasizes a personal, saving, living and 
triumphant faith. Read Hebrews 11. 

We have faith in the ultimate triumph of God in 
the world. 


V.A soul winner — “And a large company was added to 
the Lord.” 
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God believes in additions and growth. 

We do too much subtracting when it comes to 
prayers, testimony, money and work. 

This addition to the Lord was genuine and in 
order, 

“Added to the Lord.” It is always a tragedy when 
people unite with the church without a Chnistian 
experience. The Bible order is conversion, baptism 
and then church membership. Every Christian 
should unite with some local church and work 
through her program. 

The extent of the additions — “‘A large company.” 
We do not and need not know here how many we 
helped to find Christ. Barnabas won many people 
to Christ by his life and works. Ilustration—As a 
result of shooting into the air one hundred times at 
a “belling” the man’s gun barrel melted. Which 
shot melted the barrel? Answer “All of them.” It is 
the many good things thrown in our pathway that 
finally lead us to accept Christ. 


VI. A man of great generosity (A good steward of life and 
possessions) 


A. 


Barnabas came on the scene in the Bible story at an 
altar of consecration. He sold his farm and gave the 
money to the church. 

“Thus Joseph, who was surnamed by the apostles 

Barnabas, a Levite, a Native of Cyprus, sold a field 

which belonged to him, and brought the money 

and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” Acts 4:36-37. 

He was a good steward of his possessions. 

Barnabas was generous with his: 

1. Sympathies. He introduced Paul to the twelve 
apostles and stood good for John Mark after 
his failure. Acts 9:26-27, Acts 16:36-41. 

2. Encouragement. “Barnabas” means “encour- 
ager.”’ He was always strengthening those who 
needed help. 

3. Talents. His credentials—‘‘a missionary,” “a 
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prophet,” “‘teacher,” “‘evangelist,” “giver.” 
4. Possessions — “sold a field.” 


His stewardship covered all the areas of life, 


VII. Conclusion 


This old portrait of Barnabas will hang in the Bible 
gallery forever. 


A, 


“A good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” 
The church will always need men like Barnabas. 
The right kind of “goodness” is better than 
greatness. 

Your portrait hangs in the gallery of your local 
church and community. Are you “‘a good man, full 
of the Holy Spirit and faith’? It may be that the 
Master should retouch your portrait with ‘‘power 
divine.” 


THE HARVEST SEASON OF THE CHURCH 


“Do not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the 
harvest,’ I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields 
are already white for harvest.” John 4:35. 
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1. Introduction 
Teil the story of Christ’s personal work in winning the 
woman of Samaria at Jacob’s well. Jesus saw an open 


field for mass evangelism in Samaria which should be 
entered immediately. 


. The harvest season is now 


not “yet four months” 


A. 


The unsaved are in our midst now. 

“Lift up your eyes and see.”” Do we see the inactive 
church members, backsliders, Sunday School 
classes, men’s groups, young people, homes, fami- 
lies of community and outsiders as prospects for 
the Kingdom? 

Men are in demand for this harvest now, 


“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few. Matthew 
o:3). 
So it has ever been—many opportunities for the 
church, but consecrated and willing workers are 
always few. 
“Bumper crops” in the west are always good news 
for the east. Drops are valuable to our society. 
Souls are valuable in the sight of God. 

C. The local church needs a deeper concern for 
others. 
The word “concern” seems to have backslidden 
from usage because we do not take our religion 
seriously. We need a genuine revival of concern 
about lost folk. 


111. The harvest season is one of toil and sacrifice 

A. During this season, farmers toil early and late 
hours, 

There are no vacations taken during the harvest 
time. The grain must be garnered. It is the harvest 
that counts. The harvest is the purpose for sowing. 
Souls are important — “for what will it profit a 
man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
life? Or what shall a man give in return for his 
life’? Matthew 16:26. 

In the sight of God, a soul is priceless. 

B. The church must clear her decks during this season. 
Get social functions out of the way; attend to all 
necessary business in advance; members put off 
trips and engagements for the time being; and give 
full-time and energy to the toil and sacrifices of the 
harvest season. 


IV. The harvest season is often one of great anxiety 
A. The anxiety is about crops. 
The nation needs the food, machinery is itmpor- 
tant—it must be in good condition. The weather 
figures in the harvest. 
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“People” are important above crops. It is the task 
of the church to minister to all the people; to all 
their needs and be the evangelizing force of the 
community. 
B. We are Christians today because someone was 
concerned about us. 
(Parents, Sunday School teacher, friends, pastor 
and church officials prayed for us, plead with us, 
led us to Christ. They too were anxious about us.) 
C. Out of gratitude for what has been done for us by 
others, we can do no less than show deep concern 
for those who need the saving power of Christ. 


V. The harvest season is one of great rejoicing. 
A. The harvest is finished. 
Grain in bins—there is joy in celebration of the 
victory. 
Every real soul harvest brings unspeakable joy— 
The church is revived; everyone is “thawed out.” 
Children, neighbors and friends have found Christ. 
There is a new spirit in the community. 
B. Wages paid harvest hands. 
“He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together,” ‘v. 36. 


VI. Conclusion 
NOW is the time — “‘lift up your eyes, and see how the 
fields are already white for harvest.” 
Join in the toil, sacrifice and concern demanded of all 
who profess His name, during this opportunity to win 
souls. 


THE CHURCH RE-COMMISSIONED 


Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so J send you.” John 20:21. 
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|, Introduction 
Setting of text in verses 19-23. 


Il. The church re-gathered. 


A. 


Seclusion — “Doors shut.” 

When Jesus needed his disciples most, He was 
denied, betrayed and left alone. A spiritual collapse 
and a moral sag of the group. Those who were to 
“so into all the world” must now first go into 
“seclusion” to repent, confess and pray. The 
church of our day needs an Upper Room. 

The presence of Jesus — “Jesus came and stood in 
their midst.” 

He belongs in this central position “midst.” The 
Church must be Christ-centered. All our activities 
of teaching, preaching, and healing must revolve 
about Him. He is the greatest attraction any church 
can have. 

The words and scars of Jesus. 

He speaks “‘Eirene” which today is “Good even- 
ing.” 

Scars — “He showed them his hands and his side.” 
“‘He was wounded for our transgression, bruised 
for our iniquities.”” Isaiah 53:8. 

Jesus never separated the bleeding cross and the 
vacant tomb; neither did Peter, nor Paul. His death 
was a necessity for God and man “‘behooved.” 

The glad disciples. — “Glad when they saw the 
Lord.” 

They had felt deserted, orphaned, crushed, de- 
feated, confused, and bewildered. Now Christ is 
alive and present to greet them and to reassure 
them of His victory. The regathering was necessary. 


Ill. The church re-commissioned (text) 


Again “‘good evening.” 
A. The Father had commissioned Jesus, 


Luke 4:16-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me.,.. He knew why he was here. With unswetv- 
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ing devotion he carried out his mission. In the 
garden of Gethsemane his devotion was incompar- 
able —“Not my will, but thine be done.” Luke 
22:42b. 
Jesus Christ commissioned his disciples and us. 
“Even so, I send you.” The same mission, purpose 
and in the same spirit. It is a great honor and high 
Bi eae to be so commissioned to the high- 
est. 
1. God sent His Son to live a life. 
It was His holy life of obedience and self 
denial that revealed the Father. We are to be 
sample Christians working full time daily. 


2. God sent His Son to speak His message. 


He made His message effective through par- 
ables. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is declara- 
tive; we are to “tell the world” that “Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures.” I Corinthians 15:3-4. 


3. God sent His Son to work. 


“He went about doing good.” Acts 10:38. 

He had a heart of compassion. He healed the 
sick, comforted the soirowing, fed the hungry 
and raised the dead. We are sent to teach 
pray, give, and win others. 


4. God sent His Son to suffer, 


He accomplished redemption through suffer- 

ing. 

“Who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame. 
..” Hebrews 12:2. 

We do not like to suffer. We are too dainty, 

delicate, puny, frail, overfed and fat. The 

Christian life calls for discipline and suffering 

for a cause. 

“As the Father hath sent Me, even so I send 

you,” 
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IV. The church re-equipped. 

‘*And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and 

said to them, ‘Receive ye the Holy Spirit.’ v. 22. 

A. The Holy Spirit—the most important part of the 
Church’s equipment. Buildings, programs, organiza- 
tions, prestige, money, and machinery are the 
means to an end. The Holy Spirit anoints people, 
not machinery. 

“Ye shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you....” Acts 1:8. 

B. The Holy Spirit is to be received. 

We get into position for the reception by “tarry- 
ie.” 

Use the power we have and we will get more. 

Fresh streams are better than stagnant ones. 


V. Conclusion 
A. The church must regather about Jesus Christ. 
B. It is He who will recommission us to the task of 
soul winning. 
C. Seek equipment from the Holy Spirit. 
E. Stanley Jones has well said, ““The human spirit 
fails unless the Holy Spirit fills.” 


EVANGELISM AT WORK 


“He opened the book and found the place where it was 
written, “Fhe spirit of the Lord is upon me because he hath 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He hath sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ And he closed the 
book.” Luke 4:17-19. 


I. introduction 
Evangelism defined—‘“‘Evangelism is the winning of souls 
to know and accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, to 
gather them into churches, to build them up in Christ 
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and to enlist them in a world-wide ministry.” 

ee —B.H. Cain 
Evangelism is important to the life and future of the 
Church. Evangelism is important to the sinner who 
repents. 


I. Evangelistic goals for the local church 
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A. Re-win and re-enlist the inactive members. 
Hymn — “Weep O’er the Erring Ones, Lift Up the 
Fallen.” Our evangelism has been inadequate. We 
have been poor at nurturing new converts. 


B. Reach every person in the parish with a personal 


challenge to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
The church is for ALL the people. She must seek 
to meet all their needs. She is the instrument of 
salvation in the community. Jesus said, ‘‘I tell you, 
lift up your eyes and see how the fields are already 
white for the harvest.”? John 4:35b. 


C. A year-round program of Evangelism. 


We will never win the world by a two-week 
meeting. Revivalism only is not enough. Methods 
of evangelism now taking priority are Personal 
Visitation, Educational and Mass Evangelism. We 
have fifty-two weeks per year to devote to soul- 
winning. 


D. Conservation evangelism. 


Regeneration’s victory must be conserved. New 

converts must be tied to Christ and His Church. 

This will require: 

1. A warm Christian atmosphere for personal. 
growth — much fellowship. 

2. Good spiritual food. Food will build us up or 
tear us down. 
“But you, beloved, build yourselves up on 
your most holy faith.”” Jude 20. 

3. Lots of exercise. New converts must be given 
work according to their talents and abilities. 
The farmer protects his stock, crops and 
fruits. The church must protect and nurture 
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her human stock. 


tll. Persons and agencies responsible for this program. 
A. The leadership of the church. 


1. The pastor. 
Some churches want “ta money raiser,” “‘a 
go-getter,” “a young people’s pastor,” etc. 
Some men have these qualifications, but the 
pastor is first of all an Evangelist. His love for 
souls must show itself in his preaching, 
prayers, calling and planning. He must have “a 
sense of mission.” 

2. The Council of Administration. 
This is the pastor’s spiritual cabinet. All 
organiztions of the church are tied up in this 
group. Their job is more than paying bills, etc. 
They must be men and women of character. 
“Therefore brethren, pick out from among 
you seven men of good repute, full of the 
spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint 
to this duty.” Acts 6:3. 

3, Sunday School officers and teachers. 
They, too, are evangelists. Their goal is “That 
they might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” John 
17:3. “In the winning of a soul to Christ, it is 
92% the personality of the teacher and 87% the 
equipment of the building.” 

Ralph Holdeman, Department of Evangelism. 

Church Organizations. 

An amazing amount of church machinery has been 

diverted from its original purpose; is sidetracked 

and rusty. It needs to be gotten back on the nght 

track, fired up and set moving. 

1. Men’s Organizations. 
The church needs men to win men and 
promote the entire program of building the 
Kingdom of God here and now. A monthly 
meeting of the men of the church with coffee 
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and donuts is not enough. Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” Matthew 4:19. 

Ladies’ Organizations. 

The following is often quoted: The light that 
shines farthest, shines brightest at home.” 
Ladies’ groups have built and saved churches 
from closing their doors by cooking and 
selling meals. There is a better way to serve 
the Lord than through the restaurant busi- 
ness. Stewardship is the answer to building 
and maintaining churches. Let the women of 
the church form prayer bands, etc. 

Youth Organizations. 

Young people’s groups are both a force and a 
field for evangelism. They are great “‘min- 
glers.” Fortunate is the church that gives a 
large place to youth on her evangelistic 
program. 

The music of the church. 

Music has been the handmaiden of the Gospel 
ever since the angels sang “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among men 
with whom he is pleased.”” Luke 2:14. 

Song leaders should be humble, consecrated 
and trained. 

Accompanists should know Chnistian music 
and be dependable. 

Consecrated choirs should lead the congrega- 
tions in old hymns and learn a new one 
occasionally. 

The membership of the church must back up 
her evangelistic program. 

The difference between a dead and a live 
church is the life of her membership. Faithful- 
ness of the membership to the worship and 
program of the church is a “‘must,” if she is to 
evangelize her own community. 
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IV, Results to be expected if the church accepts her 

responsibility. 

A. New life in dead churches. 
There will be ‘“‘a thaw out”: all coldness, friction 
and stiffness will disappear. Love, warmth, glow 
and radiance will become contagious. This new 
glow must be sheltered and fed continuously. 

B. The fountains of liberality will re-open. 
Evangelism smites the rock of stinginess. A revived 
church will have sufficient funds for missions, 
colleges, benevolences, camps, and local expansion. 

C. Young people will hear the call of God to service. 
The evangelistic church is the supply house of 
Christian workers—pastors, teachers, missionaries, 
doctors and agricultural workers. The call of God is 
clearer to revived souls. 

D. A growing church. 
Revived churches are forever through with cuts, 
retrenchments, and subsidies. They will have the 
financial basis with which growth can be pro- 
moted—growth in spiritual depth, missionary out- 
reach, influence, power and membership. 


V. Conclusion 
Our Town and Couniry churches must be made aware 
of their responsibilities in their program of evangelism: 
trained and enlisted. 
The time is NOW! 


REASONS FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN 


“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord. Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 
Leb By 


“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
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reason for the hope that is in your with meekness and 
fear.” I Peter 3:15. 


1. Introduction 

Why be a Christian? A superficial answer to this 
question is worse than none. Jesus Christ is an absolute 
necessity to everyone of us here and now. For this, six 
reasons will be given, 
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. To overcome sin in my life. 


A, Sin is our primary problem. 


It is a destroyer of character, home, life, soul and 
influence. Sin is a fatal disease —“‘For the wages of 
sin is death, but the free gift of God, is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” Romans 6:23. It is not 
easy to rid oneself of sin. 

Jesus Christ is the only Savior from sin. 

He saves us from the guilt, power and penalty of 
sin to a new life of happiness and service. Refer to 
hymn “What Can Wash Away My Sin... “Nothing 
But the Blood of Jesus.” 


. Jesus Christ satisfies our basic needs. 


They are: 

A. Peace with God and man. 
Reconciliation through the Word. 

B. Pardon for the past. 
A new start in life. 

C. Forgiveness through confession — I John 1:9. 

D. Fellowship with God and His people. 
Jesus says: “Behold, I stand and knock: if any man 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
into him and will eat with him, and he with 
me,’’ Revelation 3:20. 

FE. Hope as an anchor for the soul. — Hebrews 
6:18-19. 

F. Assurance for time and eternity. 


Refer to Hymn by Fanny Crosby — ‘Blessed 
Assurance, Jesus is Mine,” 


IV. The service ! can render here. 


A, 


We crave a satisfying use of our lives. 

We want to “be somebody.” Leave a monument of 
service instead of just a tombstone. 

We are surrounded daily by people who are in 
trouble, discouraged and confused who are seeking 
a way out. Jesus’ words: “‘Come unto me...I will 
give you rest.”” Matthew 11:28, 

There is, much misery in our world. 

In Luke 4:16-19 we have the message of Jesus for 
our world. As a Christian, J can work through my 
church and help correct wrongs, help the poor, 
purity government and spread the Gospel. 


V. My hope of immortality depends upon being a Christian. 


A. 


Immortality is conscious continued existence be- 
yond the grave. 

For the Christian this is a promotion. 

Through Christ’s death on the Cross we may have 
life after death with Him. “Our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the Gospel.” II Timothy 
1:1Qb. 


VI. The noblest and best of all history were Christians. 


A, 


The Hall of Fame in Hebrews 1 1}. 

The chapter covers a thousand years. These men 
and women lived and wrought exploits when it was 
dangerous to be a Christian, 

Bring the records up-to-date. 

Every generation has its “heroes of faith.” 

The best people you and I have ever known were 
Christians. 

The church can continue only through Christians. 
Sometimes this number has been reduced to a 
remnant. 


VIL. Jesus invites me to become a Christian. 


{ have a written invitation from Him to “come.” 
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The challenge is from Him who died for me to live 
for Him. 

The church invites you to turn to Him. “The Spirit 
and the Bride say, ‘‘Come.”’ And let him who hears 
say ““Come.”’ And let him who is athirst come, let 
him who desires to take the water of life without 
price.” Revelation 22:17. 

Refer to lines from hymn “Almost persuaded.” 
“Jesus invites you here, angels are lingering near, 


prayers rise from hearts so dear, O wanderer, 
come.” 


Vill. Conclusion 


Repeat first text, “Come now, let us reason together.” 


iT PAYS TO SERVE JESUS 


“And Peter said, “Lo, we have left our homes and followed 
you.”” And he said to them, ““Truly I say unto you, there is 
no man who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or 
children, for the sake of the Kingdom of God, who will not 
receive manifold more in this time, and in the age to come 
eternal life.” Luke 18:29-30. 


1. Introduction 

The story of the Rich Young Ruler which precedes the 
text was both a happy and a sad occasion. He was 
interested in eternal life, but would not meet Christ’s 
terms for it, so he went away “‘sorrowfully,”’ (The 
bubble had burst). 

Peter’s question, “What shall we have?” followed. 
Christ’s answer was that sacrifices made for the King- 
dom have their rewards. 


li. Sacrificial demands of the Christian life. 
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A. The kinds of sacrifices stated. 


Leave those who are nearest and dearest to us 
(home, wife, children, brothers.) This Christ, the 


Disciples, and Paul did. The Rich Young Ruler had 

wrong attitides toward his riches. He could have 

been a Steward of the Kingdom, but would not be 

shaken loose from his idols. 

The purpose of the sacrifices. 

(Not to appease God), but: 

1. To give up some things that stand in the way 
of complete surrender to Chnist. 

2. You may have some things that Christ needs 
and should be given and dedicated to his 
service. 


li, Christian rewards in this life. 


A. 


Peace with God and man. 

Our sins follow us like our shadows. To escape 
from them we must flee to the Cross for pardon. 
When our lives are properly adjusted to Chnist, we 
will have peace. 

Forgiveness of the past. 

Our old records will be blotted out. We will start a 
new life of happiness and usefulness. 

Admission into the Family of God. 

There is a spiritual kinship that unites all of God’s 
people regardless of race, age or position. 

‘For Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven 
is my brother, and sister, and mother.” Matthew 
12350, 

The companionship and leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The paraclete “the companion by my side.’’ He 
will lead us into all truth if we permit him to do so. 
The blunders of our lives are caused by wanting 
Our Own ways. 

Refer to Hymn “Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 
Final salvation for the faithful. 

The battle must be fought, the race must be run, 
the seas must be sailed. “His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’ ”” Matthew 
Bates 
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iV. Christian rewards in the life to come. 
*‘And in the age to come, eternal life.” 
A. There is no way in God’s universe to make sin pay. 


Sin is a total loss — “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23. 

Life here is: 

A vestibule to the “mansions prepared” John 
14:2; a dressing room to the “wedding 
feast” Luke 12:35-36; a school to the city “‘For 
here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city 
which is to come.”’ Hebrews 13:14. 

Heaven is both a divine revelation and a place. “I 
go to prepare a place for you.” John 14:2b. 

Life there is: 

a. Absence of sin, sickness, sorrow, pain, death. 
b. Unending fellowship. 

c. Unending worship. 


V. Conclusion 


Now is the time to make eternal investments. 
It pays to serve Jesus. 


l, 
2, 


In this life. 
In the life to come. 


WHEN TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN 


“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap according to love; 
break up the fallow ground, for it is time to seek the 


Lerd,”’ 


Hosea 10:12. 


“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him 
while he is near.” Isaiah 55:6, 


|, introduction 
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The Jews were a nation of farmers. They knew the 
meaning of “Plowing, sowing and harvest” and could 
apply their occupation to the human heart. 


ee 


Both Hosea and Isaiah saw the precious opportunity of 
the Jews in their day — “It is time to seek the 
Lord” ‘Seek ye the Lord,” etc. 


11. Whom are we to seek? — “The Lord’ 


A. 


Seek to know Him. 

There are two ways of knowing the Lord. 

1. Theoretically (know about him) 
We never knew as much wbout Jesus as we do 
today. 
We know who he is, what he has done, etc. 
This is the work of Christian education. 

2. By experience (one cannot be educated into 
the Kingdom) 
Meet him and get acquainted with him. 
Paul — “But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed and I am sure that he is 
able to guard until that Day what has been 
entrusted to him.” II Timothy 1:12b. 


Seek to be reconciled to God. . 
You may have that of a father and son relation- 
ship. ‘I will arise and go to my Father, and I will 
say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you.” Luke 15:18. 

Seek his pardoning grace. 

When your sins are no longer held against you and 
you start a new life “in Christ’? — ‘‘Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old 
has passed away, behold, the new has come.” Il 
Corinthians 5:17. 


lll. Why are we to seek the Lord? 


A. 


Because he is seeking us. 
He loves us and wants fellowship with us. He seeks 
us through 
1. His goodness. 
Home, loved ones, friends, health and oppor- 
tunity — “Do you not know that God’s 
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Kindness is meant to lead you to repent- 
ance?” Romans 2:4b, 
2. — His severity. 
Adversity, tribulation, “hard battles,” ‘trough 
seas.” 
If the tender mercies do not win us, he tries 
the severe ones. 
B. We need God. 
Thery is an “aching void” which no one else can 
fill. He is the one indispensable person. 
Augustine — “Thou hast made us for thyself and 
we rest not until we rest in thee.’’ 
When Rudyard Kipling lay dying in a hospital, the 
Doctor said, to the nurse, “Give Rudyard Kipling 
anything that he needs.” To the nurse, Kipling 
said, “I need Jesus.” 
C. God can be found. 
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright- 
cous man his thoughts and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God for he will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:7. 
God will not issue an invitation and then hide from 
our needy souls. 


IV. When are we to become Christians? 
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Some of us should have done so long ago. Those who 
have found him regret that they did not seek and find 
the Lord sooner, 
A. We are to week God while he may be found. 
“It is time to seek the Lord.” “Call ye upon him 
while he is near.” The time will come when you 
may not be interested in becoming a Christian. 


B. Seek God early in life. 


“They that seek me early will find me.” It is not 
necessary to “sow wild oats” before becoming a 
Christian. Accept Jesus as a child and serve him 
with your whole life. It is better to build a fence 
about a precipice at the top than a hospital at the 
bottom. 


C. Seek God now. 


Today is ours—tomorrow belongs to God. 
Both Hosea and Isaiah are urging their people to 
accept God NOW. 


V. Conclusion 


Illustration of Jesus and the “ninety and nine.” Luke 
15:4-7. 

“For the Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” Luke 19:10. 

We seek God. . 

When these two meet, there will be a genuine con- 
version, 


HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN 


“Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, “Who is 
on the Lord’s side? Come to me.’ And all the sons of Levi 
gathered themselves together to him.” Exodus 32:26. 


|. Introduction 


Two pictures of Moses 

A. Moses deciding for himself — Hebrews 11:24-26 
His decision was deliberate and final. 

B. In the text Moses is conducting a decision day 
service. 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?”’ 


Il. The conflict. 


Two sides—The side of the Lord and the Golden Calf. 
God and Satan. 
A. Two camps. 
Not one, not three, — but two. 
There is no middle way, no happy medium, no 
neutrality, no two ways at one time in the 
Christian life. 
‘“‘No man can serve two masters.” Matthew 6:24. 
B. God wants us to take a stand. 
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We take a stand in athletics, politics and war. 

“For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will 
the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
Mark 8:38. 


(11. It is an honor and an advantage to be on the Lord’s side. 
All truly great, good and useful people have been on the 
Lord’s side in history. 
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A. 


It is the side of love. 

It is natural for God to love us for “God is 
Love.” IJohn 4:8b. 

It is not natural for us to love God because we are 
sinners. If we do love God, Chnist, the Bible, the 
church and unsaved people, it is a sign that we have 
been born again. Christian love is a great dynamic; 
it is the element that binds the church together; it 
is the badge of discipleship. 

It is the side of genuine happiness. 

All other religions end in gloom, despair and a 
blind alley. 

The Devil has no happy old people. Christian joy is 
real, abiding, satisfying, genuine and _ lasting. 
“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be 
ful.” John ioctl, 

It is the side of usefulness. 

Christianity is not a “‘fire escape.’ We are saved for 
service. 

Christian people are useful in the home, commu- 
nity, school, business, politics, education, sick 
room, at work. “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
Matthew 5:13. 

It is the winning side (victory). 

One with God is a majority. We can be “over- 
comets” instead of “shortcomers” with the Lord’s 
help. We can overcome sin, Satan, temptation and 
death. ; 


“For whatever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that overcomes the 
world, our faith.” IJohn 5:4. 


iV. How can | get on the Lord’s side? (Become a Christian). 
“Come to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together unto him.” We must change sides. 


A. 


Repent and forsake sin. 

“Turn your back, close eyes and ears to your sins.” 
Be sorry enough for your sins to quit them forever. 
Your part of becoming a Christian is “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and he 
will have mercy on him, and to our God for he will 
abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:7. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Accept his sacrifice, teachings and leadership. 

“Rut to all who received him, who believe in his 
name, he gave power to become the children of 
Gad” Jobn J212. 

Confess Christ publicly ~ “Take your stand.” 
Unite with the church, observe the ordinances of 
baptism and Holy Communion. 

“So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | 
will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven.” Matthew 10:32. 

Dedicate your all to him. 

Put Christ first in every phase of your life. 

“But seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be yours as well.” 
Matthew 6:33. 


V. Conclusion 
All of us would be on the Lord’s side if we only knew 
what it really meant, but religion must be experienced 
by a ‘‘come and see.” Nathaniel said to him, “Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” John 1:46. 
Change sides now. “Today is the day of salvation.” 
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Hebrews 4:7. 


Review — Moses leaving Pharoah’s Courts forever for 
‘The Lord’s Side.” 


AN OPEN HIGHWAY TO GOD 


“Thomas said unto him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you 
are going; how can we know the way?’ Jesus said unto him, ‘I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father, but by me.’”’ John 14;5-6. 


l. Introduction 


Give setting of text and Thomas’s request for a road 
map, 


Il. | am the way — direction 

We show a Way but he is the Way 

A. He is the way of approach to God. 
‘“‘No one comes to the father, but by me.” God is 
holy, man is sinful. Jesus Christ is the “go- 
between” for man to God. The only way we can 
approach God is through our Intercessor, Jesus 
Christ, 

B. He is the way to a new life in Christ. 
Israel found one path through the Red Sea. There 
is only one way to God. Jesus Christ is the 
appointed medium by which sinners are saved. 
“That Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scripture.” [ Corinthians 15:3b. 

C. He is the way to fellowship with God. 
“Jesus answered him, ‘If a man loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him and 
we will come to him and make our home with 
him.’ ” 

D. He isthe way to the Father’s house (home). 
Home is the destination of the Christian. 
“And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and take you to myself, and that where 
Iam you may be also.” John 14:3. 
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111. | am the truth — authority 
‘He is the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
A. He is the embodiment of all truth. 


B. 


He did not say “I speak the truth,” “I teach the 
truth,” or “I am the great teacher,” but “Tl am the 
Trath,” 

He is the center of all truth; he is his own message. 

He is the truth about — 

1. God Who “sent his son to reconcile the world 
unto himself.” JI Corinthians 5:19. We un- 
derstand God through John 3:16. 

2 Man. We do not know ourselves until we 
know Christ. A soul in his sight is valuable. 
We are worth enough for him to die for us. 

3. Immortality. Easter dawn is the truth about 
immortality. 

“Because [I live, ye will live also.’ John 
14:19b. 


C. The effects of truth. 


“If you continue in my word, you are my disciples, 
and you will know the truth and the truth will 
make you free.” John 8:31-32. 

Truth liberates men. 


IV. | am the life — vitality 
A. He is the author of life. “In him was life and the 


B. 


life was the light of men.” John 1:4. 

He came to infuse life in us by his Spirit. 

“te who believes in the Son has eternal life; he 
who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God rests upon him.” 

He overcame for us and will overcome in us if we 
permit him. We may live a happy, dedicated life 
here and afterwards a more perfect life. 


C. We must choose the Christian life. 


Well did Joshua say, “Choose this day whom ye 
will serve;... but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15. 

Life begins when we have union with Chnist, “Tam 
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the vine, and you are the branches.” John 15:Sa. 


V. No other savior or way 
No man cometh unto the Father but by me. 


VI. Conclusion 
WAY — TRUTH — LIFE. 
There is no other Intercessor between God and man. 


“No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” v. 6b. 


LIFE’S GREAT CHOICES 


“And Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw the Jordan valley was 
well watered everywhere like the garden of the Lord... So 
Lot chose for himself all the Jordan valley, and Lot 
journeyed east; then they separated from each other.” 
Genesis 13:10-11. 


!. Introduction 


Abraham’s proposal to Lot and his choice. 
Uncle and Nephew separated for good. 


I]. We must choose whom we will serve. 
We are all serving some master, The question is which 
master will I serve—Jesus Christ or Satan? 
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A. 


It is impossible to serve both God and Satan. 
Supreme loyalty can go only to one person. Jesus 
— “No man can serve two masters.” Matthew 
6:24. 

“He who is not with me is against me, and he who 
does not gather with me scatters.” Matthew 
12:30, 

| can choose to serve myself. 

Live a self-centered life, draw a circle about myself 
and be the center of interest. 

Lot yielded to selfish motives. He pitched his tent 
towards Sodom-~soon he was in Sodom and soon 
Sodom was in Lot. Serving self is the lowest type 


of living possible. 

I can choose God as my master. 

The choice is left to me. I can make it wisely like: 

Mary ‘“‘Mary hath chosen the good portion, 
which shall not be taken away from 
her.” Luke 10:42. 

Paul ‘Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be 
an apostle, set apart for the Gospel of 
-God.” Romans 1:1. 


lil. We must choose what we will do with our lives. 
Our lives are in our hands, Choose wisely. 


A, 


Be a full-time Christian. 

Represent God at your work. Give Him all your 

time. 

‘“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him.” 

Colossians 3:17. 

Serve God in some profession. 

We need a new crop of Christian — ministers, 

teachers, doctors, business men and women, edi- 

tors, statesmen, engineers, mechanics, etc. If you 
cannot serve God in your profession, it is time to 
change jobs. 

Serve God in your homy and community. 

1. Home. To maintain a Christian home nowa- 
days is about the biggest thing a layman can 
do. 

2. Community. Take an active part in volunteer 
organizations and agencies of community. All 
work is holy if the heart is holy. 


IV. We must choose whom we will wed. 
This is a big event in anyone’s life. Choice here is 
important. 
A. You may choose a society dame and worldling. 


Then it will be styles, beauty parlors, theatres, 
night clubs, “‘poodle dogs,” fine cars and “‘sleeping 
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pills.” Perhaps a wrecked home. 

You can choose a daughter of the common people 
and a Christian. 

Marry the lady you love regardless of social or 
economic status. 

One who will be a good mother and home builder 
and not a home wrecker. 

Pray much before you choose whom you will wed. 


V. We must choose where we will live. 


A. 


Lot chose the place of most wealth — ‘“‘The Jordan 
Valley, well watered everywhere like the Garden of 
the Lord.”’ Ours is a materialistic age. We are after 
‘‘things.” There are many “get-rich-quick” 
schemes, cheap degrees, short-cuts, small invest- 
ment and large gain movements. We want “‘some- 
thing for nothing.” 

Abraham chose the place where he could do the 
most good. 

“‘Abraham moved his tent and dwelt by the Oaks 
of Mamre...and built there an altar to Jehovah.” 
Genesis 14:13. 

He became very wealthy. Live for God, home, 
church, community and the world. 


V1. Conclusion 


These are four important choices to make. 
Choose wisely—the choice is brief, but endless. 


JESUS CALLS US 


“When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 
saying quietly, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you,’ 
™ John 11:28, 


|. Introduction 
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Tell the Bethany story, beginning at verse 1. 


Il. The caller — ““The Teacher’ 


A. 


To Martha, Mary and Lazarus, Jesus was “The 
Teacher.” Everyone needs a Savior, Lord and 
Teacher. We need a person who is holier, wiser, 
purer, stronger and abiding—one who is God. We 
cannot imagine a world without God. 
The Teacher’s Arrival — “Is Here” 
His coming is an historical fact. He visited this 
earth more than 1900 years ago. Paul calls his 
arrival in beautiful language: 
“But when the time had fully come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law.’ Galatians 
4:4. 
He came as — 
1. Aman, by way of the cradle. 
This announcement was made by an angel: 
‘For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
Lake 2211. 
2. God. 
a. To forgive our sins. 
To give us a new start in life. “And when 
Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “My son, your sins are for- 
given.””’ Mark 2:5. 
b. To comfort our hearts. 
Life’s problems are of the heart. “Let 
not your heart be troubled; believe in 
God, believe also in me.”” John 14:1. 
c. Torestore our dead. 
‘When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The 
dead man came out.” John 11:43, 44a. 
d. To be our perfect ideal. 
His symetrical character, his sinless life, 
his forgiving spirit and his eternal wis- 
dom, make him our ideal. We need Him 
so we can pattern our lives after Him. 
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Ill. The call — “The Teacher . . . is calling you.” 


A. 


It is a personal call — “tyou.” 

He has a personal claim on every life. He visits 
everyone of us sometime in life and presents his 
claims to us personally. (Rev. or20), 

He calls through another. 

“She called her sister Mary.” Sometimes he calls 
through loved ones and nearest relatives, parents 
and close friends. They speak to us because they 
are deeply interested in our personal salvation. 
There is no record in the Bible of anyone becoming 
a Christian without human instrumentality. 

He calls us to accept his sacrifice on the Cross and 
His teachings for Christian living. 

‘And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make 
you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:19. 

He calls us to serve him faithfully. 

There is no neutrality in serving Him. ‘“‘No man can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” Matthew 6:24. 

Jesus could not tolerate half-heartedness. His own 
devotion was complete. 


iV. Mary answers the call. 
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A, 


Her acceptance of the call was prompt. 

‘And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went 

to him.” vy. 29, 

There was no hesitation, no delay, no doubt, no 

Teservation, no postponement — she acted at once. 

Refer to hymn ‘When He Calls Me, I Will Answer.” 

Her life of loving service, 

1. Her willingness to learn from him. “And she 
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 
feet and listened to his teaching.” Luke 
10:39, 

2. Her anointing of Jesus. “Mary took a pound 
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of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed 
the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her 
hair; and the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the ointment.” John 12:3. 


3.  Christ’s commendation. ‘Jesus said, ‘Let her 


alone, let her keep it for the day of my 
burial.” John 12:7, 


V. Conclusion | 
Jesus is calling us to a new faith, new love, new 
devotion, a new consecration, a new outreach and 
undertaking. . 
You have a personal call from the Teacher. What will 
your response be to Him? 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you. 


A NEW CREATION 


“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has passed away, behold, the new has come.” II 
Corinthians 5:17. 


I. Introduction . 
Tell the story of the author’s (Paul) conversion as 
recorded in Acts 9:1-22. The best example of the 
transforming power of the Gospel is that of Paul who 
wrote the text. 


Il. The Christian state — “‘in Christ.” 


A. 


In Christ. . 
We understand what it is to be “in business,” in 
love,” “in education,” ‘‘in radio,” “‘in sports,” “‘in 
politics,” and “in debt,” but “in Christ” is an 
experience—out of this world, sin and darkness and 
into a “‘new life” in Christ. 

In Christ through his sacrificial atonement. 

Life “‘unsnarled” and adjusted with God. The 


person is forgiven and redeemed. Old records have 
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all been “blotted out.” 

The Christian state is for all lost people. 

“If any man.” There is room in God’s great heart 
of love forall. John 3:16. 


lit. The new creation. 

‘“‘He is a new creation.” A mysterious process—the New 
Birth. 

Jesus to Nicodemus — “Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God.’ ”’ John 3:3. 


A. 


The New Testament demands a new creation. 

Jesus calls it “born anew.” Paul — “Even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ.” Ephesians 2:5. 

(a resurrection.) We cannot redeem ourselves. 
Salvation is in a person. Simon Peter answered him 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life.” John 6:68, 

Many people doubt the possibility of this change 
of heart. They talk of a “new leaf,” “ta change of 
environment,” ‘“‘a new start,” etc. If a watch will 
not run in one pocket, it will not run in any 
pocket. If it has a new main spring, it will run 
anywhere. Jesus makes men whole. “Do you want 
to be healed?” John 5:6b. 

Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit 
does the re-creating. 

But Peter said, “‘I have no silver and gold, but I give 
you what I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.” Acts 3:6. 


IV. A marvelous change. — “The old has passed away, 
behold the new has come.” 
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A. 


The old things. 

Habits, hates, associates, purposes, nature, etc. All 
things that belong to the sinful life. Paul quit the 
old life and turned to the new one. And he said, “I 
am Jesus whom you are persecuting; but rise and 
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enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do.” Acts 9:5-6, 

The new things. 

A new Master, a new standing before God. “There 
is now therefore no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.” Romans 8:1. 

New motives, habits, purposes, new language. Paul 
transformed from a heartless persecutor to a 
“chosen vessel.” Acts 9:15. 


V. How to get from the old to the new? 


A. 


Quit the old. 

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts and let him return unto the 
Lord.” Isaiah 55:7a. 

Man is a sinner — Christ is the only Savior — the 
time to accept him is NOW. 

Accept Him as Savior and Lord. 

Take your stand. ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus and 
you shall be saved, you and your house.” Acts 
L631, 

Confess him publicly. “For man believes with his 
heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his 
lips and so is saved.” Acts 10:10. 

Dedicate your all to Him. “Immediately they left 
the boat and their father and followed him.” 
Matthew 4:22. 


Vi. Conclusion 


Are you “in Christ**? 
Have old things passed away? 
Has the new come? 


QUESTION NO. 1 


Pilate said to them, “‘Then, what shall 1 do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified.” 
Matthew 27:22. 
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I. Introduction 
Important personages in the story. 


I. 
2, 
a 
4. 


Pilate, the governor of Judea. 
The infuriated mob. 
Barabas — gangster, 


Jesus Christ — Son of God and Savior of the world. 


It was a custom to release a prisoner at the Feast. The 
choice of the mob was Barabas. Pilate’s question, 
Then, what shall I do with J esus who is called Christ?” 


!. The question 
It brings the voluntary sacrifice of Jesus Christ before 


us. 
A, 


It is an important question — it is No. |. 
It has to do with our personal relationship with 
Christ. It deals with the peace, safety and destiny 
of the soul. It is an eternal matter. Nothing is this 
world is so important to each one of us. 
It is a personal question — “I.” 
Redemption is universal but salvation is a personal 
Matter, Pilate is in a dilemma. Pilate’s wife had 
warned him against wronging Jesus. Our close 
relatives, friends, and neighbors cannot answer this 
personal question. 
It is an unavoidable question. 
Every soul must reckon with its God. We cannot 
substitute another or bribe our way. He is the 
inescapable Christ. ‘How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation?” Hebrews 2:3a., 
It is the question of the age. 
Jesus Christ belongs to every age. He is the Christ 
of the twentieth century. The question “Then 
what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 
belongs to this age. The individual, family and 
community will go according to the way we answer 
this question. 
This question demands an answer. 
Each one of us has “power to release or crucify.” 
We will accept or reject him. 


Ili. Answers given during holy week. 


A. 


The Priests (golden plate holiness), 

“We have a law.” He must die. The fact was that 
He exposed their corruptions, false teachings and 
financial profits. 

The Sanhedrin. 

‘He is guilty of death.” The fact was that the trial 
was illegal. They were careful about law but 
careless about religion. He had exposed and de- 
nounced their hypocrisy. 

Pilate. 

Convinced that Jesus was innocent, four times he 
said, “I find no no fault in this man.”’ He knew the 
plots of the priests. He offered Barabas as a 
substitute. Pilate went against his will, heart, 
conscience, judgment and wife. He washed his 
hands of the whole affair; ten years later he died a 
suicide. 

The people. 

““Let him be crucified.” 

Away with your Savior, sermons, prayers, 
churches, etc. 

The disciples. 

To save their skins and reputations “‘And they all 
forsook him and fled.” Mark 14:50. 


IV. The answer Christ wants us to give today. 


A. 


Give Christ a hearty welcome. 

Zacheus — ‘So he made haste and came down, and 
received him joyfully.” Luke 19:6. 

Love him supremely. 

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own 
father, and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yea, even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:26. 

This is serious business; Christ must be supreme in 
our lives. 

Obey him completely. 

“But Peter and the Apostles answered, ‘““We must 
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obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29. 

Hymn — “Trust and Obey.” 

Serve him constantly and faithfully. 

At the Great Judgment scene, “‘His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will set you over 
much; enter into the joy of your master.’ 


much; enter into the joy of your master” ” 
Matthew 25:21. 


V. Conclusion 


Let us answer this important question immediately 
ourselves, 


Let us induce others to do likewise. 


CONSERVING NEW CONVERTS 


“So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he 
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. Fora whole year 
they met with the church, and taught a large company of 
people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time 
called Christians.” Acts 11:25-26. 


1. Introduction 

Tell the story of the Revival in Antioch—place, preach- 
ers, results, etc. 

Place Barnabas as the representative of the Jerusalem 
church and state his mission to the new church. His 
purpose in seeking Saul was to find and able scholar for 
the work of indoctrination of the new converts. There 
are four things listed for growing those we win. 


(1, Christian fellowship. 
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A. 


Fellowship in the mother church at Jerusalem. 

It was the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
that drew the Jerusalem church into a warm 
fellowship. He was the center of all their experi- 
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ences and activities. It was their conviction, “If 
God so loved us, we ought to love one another.” I| 
John 4:1. In this fellowship, every member had a 
genuine concern for other members. 

This grand fellowship can be recaptured in our day 
by: 

sharing our Christian experiences, group praying, 
public worship, tithing, soul winning, Bible study 
and service. Jesus Christ must be the center of all 
our attractions and ‘in the midst” of all our 
activities. 


Ili. Indoctrination of converts. 


A. 


Indoctrination is necessary for a good start in the 

Christian life. 

Public confession of Jesus Christ and name placed 

on the church statistics is not adequate. Converts 

need a thorough schooling in the Christian faith. 

This is far more than asking a few questions whose 

answers are Obvious. Converts need to know the 

fundamentals of the Christian faith, church his- 
tory, polity, worship and program of world evan- 
gelism. 

The work of indoctrination can be done by: 

1. The pastor. He himself is schooled in the very 
things new and old church members need to 
know and practice. 

2. The Board of Christian Education. This im- 
portant body of the church must implement 
this work through study groups, camps and 
projects, 


IV. Service for Christ. 


A, 


God calls every Christian to service in his Kingdom. 
“T appeal to you, therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice...” Romans 12:1-2. 

Fellowship and indoctrination are not enough. It is 
the responsibility of every local church to help 
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each member find a place of service for his Lord. 
After the ingathering, the real work of Christian 
growth starts and should continue all through life. 
Lines of Christian growth. 

Many local churches fail at this point. One member 
will have several offices which could be shared, but 
for the honor he clings to them. The responsibility 
of being a church official means little to him. One 
office per person and that well filled is enough. 
There should be a time limit to offices in the local 
church. 

This service should be rendered in the home, 
church, vocation and community according to ages 
and talents. 


V. The church should help her converts to get established 
in the community of the church. 


A. 


The large number of converts who start in the 
small church. 

The larger percentage of babies are born in the 
country and small villages. Here they are nurtured, 
educated and many of them won to Christ. From 
here, they leave for college, employment or the 
military. A strong church will prepare its youth for 
the transition. The end of migration of youth to 
the cities is not yet. 

Converts, if at all possible, should be established in 
the areas the church serves. This may mean the 
coming of several small businesses into the com- 
munity to provide work or it may mean resources 
to help young people get started farming. We 
should havy learned something by now of what is 
being done in this line by the Church of the 
Brethren, Roman Catholic Church, Church of the 
Latter Day Saints, Amish, Jewish Churches and the 
Mennonite Brethren. 


V. Conclusion 


It is the responsibility of the church to develop its 


132 


— 


poe -wencaneeneaeeneaneiomanneeneynnes Satria tins ines iinsteacasinciscpncaeatntecrepeancnae ile ht EE NEEL DEL D LALD AA L LLL LALLA _— aa ee Se 


members into well-rounded maturity. “Until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13. 
Social activities are not enough; we must develop 
spiritual values and techniques and make better “Hold- 
ing’ records in our churches. 


HOW TO REMAIN A CHRISTIAN 


“But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy 
faith; pray in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of 
God; wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. And save some... Jude 20:23a. 


|. Introduction . 
The five words of action in the text are Build, Pray, 
Keep, Wait, Save. These provide the structure of the 


message. 


Il. Build — yourselves up...” 
Man is a piece of architecture. 


A. 


The foundation is laid for him. 

“Bor no other foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” | Corinthians 
oi kh. 
With conversion, the structure on this foundation 
is started. r 

The exhortation — ‘‘Build yourselves up. F 
Physically, we can and do “tear ourselves down 
by the use of wrong foods, disobedience to God’s 
laws, etc. 
Materials for spiritual structure are: prayer, Bible, 
worship, fellowship, etc. : 
Refer to hymn “We Are Building Day by Day. 


iI, Pray — “Pray in the Holy Spirit.” 


A. 


Prayer is important in the Christian life. 
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There is no substitute for prayer. Prayer fortifies 
the soul against temptation, strengthens us for 
service, helps in every life situation. 

Hymn — “There’s a Garden Where Jesus is Wait- 
ing.” 

Prayer in the Holy Spirit — “Pray in the Holy 
Spirit.” 

The Holy Spirit reveals our needs ““Likewise the 
Spirit helps our weaknesses...” Romans 8:26. 
He points out obstacles to prayer “He searcheth 
the heart.” 

Prayer that does not go up through the influence 
of the Holy Spirit does not get very far. 

Establish regular habits of prayer. 

“‘And in the morning, a great while before day, he 
rose and went out to a lonely place, and there he 
prayed,” Mark 1:35, 

“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple 
at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.” Acts 3:1. 


IV. Keep — “In the love of God.” 
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A. 


The love of God is essential for us. 

(John 3:16, 15:13) Love is the heart of our 

religion. God’s love for us is unchanging; our love 

for Him may grow cold. 

There are two sides to keeping oneself in the love 

of God. 

I. The human side. 
We are in charge of ourselves “Keep oneself 
unstained from the world.” James 1:27b. 
We must not purposely walk in the ways of 
disobedience and worldliness. 

2. Divine side. 
God will keep us in the path of duty and 
faithfulness. Abraham, David, Peter and 
Demas “‘slipped”’ when they left the paths of 
obedience and service. “Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusts in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. 


How to keep oneself in the love of God. 

1. By intimate contact with Him constantly. 
“Abide in me andlin you.” John 15:4a. 

2. Take all your burdens to Him. You cannot 
overload God. 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord.” Psalms 
SS 2s 

3, Keep your all consecrated to him. 
‘In all thy ways acknowledge him.” 
Proverbs 3:6. 


V. Wait — “Wait for the mercy of God.” 
A. The expectant attitude. 


Expect God to fulfill his promises. 

Robert Browning — “Look up, not down; to look 
down makes one dizzy.” 

The object of waiting “The mercy of God.” 


C. The issue of waiting “Eternal life through Jesus 


Christ.” After all we do by way of obedience, 
sacrifice, self-denial, etc., we still must wait on 
Jesus Christ for eternal life. 


VI. Save — “‘Save some.” 
Be a soul winner. It will help you to grow in grace. 


Bring proof to the doubter. 

“Convince some who doubt.” 

Save some while hating their sins. 

“By snatching them out of the fire; on some have 
mercy with fear, hating even the garments spotted 
by the flesh.” v. 23. 


VII. Conclusion 
Build, Pray, Keep, Wait, Save. 
These are the secrets of remaining a Christian. 
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SIGNS OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH 


“But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.’ II Peter 3:18. 


1. Introduction 
In this last verse of two Epistles, Simon Peter exhorts 
Christians everywhere to vital spiritual living, through 
continuous growth. 


1, The nature of Christian growth, 


A. 


It is gradual. We do not become mature Christians 
overnight. There are normal processes of growth. 
““And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man.” Luke 2:52. 

It is based on knowledge. “Grow in knowledge.” 
Education that leads to a Christian experience 
must be followed by education in Discipleship. 
Instruction classes. 

It should be constant. (not spasmodic), 

This requires the using of all the means of grace 
regularly (prayer, Bible meditation, worship, fel- 
lowship and service.) 


ill. Evidences of Christian growth. 
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A. 


Seeing our own sins and weaknesses. 

See these in the light of God’s searchlight. ‘Search 
me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know 
my thought.” Psalms 139:23. 

A growing dependence upon God’s promises. 

Less dependence upon ourselves and even others. 
“He has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, that through these you may escape from 
the corruption that is in the world because of 
passion and become partakers of the divine na- 
ture.” II Peter 1:4. 

A growing self-denial. 

A Christian should find it easier daily to say “tno” 
to self and “‘yes”’ to Christ. 
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An increasing desire for the salvation of others. 
This should lie nearest to all our hearts. 

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved.” Romans 10:1. 
An increasing delight in the Lord’s service. 

This is unselfish service for others. 

“Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalms 100:2a. 


, Methods of Christian growth. 
A. 


Constant association with our Lord. 

“Jesus answered him, ‘If a man love me, he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with 
him.’”” John 14:23. 

Regular prayer habits. 

It has been said, “Work as if all depended upon 
you and pray as if all depended upon God.” 

‘And in the morning a great while before day, he 
rose and went out to a lonely place, and there he 
prayed.”” Mark 1:35. 

Regular Bible reading and study. 

David — “O, how I love thy law! It is my 
meditation all the day.’ Psalms 119:97. 

Resolve to do more, give more and live more for 
Him. 


. Conclusion 


We are as good Christians as we wish to be. Growing to a 
certain extent is in our power. We may have what we 
need to make us grow. 
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CHRISTIAN GIVING AS A MEANS OF GRACE 


“Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in utterance, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in your love—see that you 
excel in this gracious work also.” II Corinthians 8:7. 


I, Introduction 
The sacrificial giving of the Macedonia churches for 
others. The appeal for an offering from the Corinthian 
church. 


i}. Christian giving as a grace. 
“This gracious work”’ 


A, 


The Holy Spirit inspires giving. 

Note the generosity of the early church throughout 
the book of Acts. Christian people are always more 
generous after a deeply spiritual revival. 

As a grace, Christian giving developes life. 

The more we give, the more we live. 

Christian giving is necessary to a full-rounded life. 
The church at Corinth excelled in everything but 
giving. 

“See that you excel in this gracious work also.”’ 


ill. Christian giving is motivated by love. 


A. 


God is a great and continuous giver. 

John 3:16 “God so loved that he gave.” 

His giving is constant — no withholding. 

The re-bound of Christian love. 

*“We love because he first loved.” I John 4:19. 
Our giving is not to outdo, gain praise, etc., it is 
motivated by love for God and his church. 


IV. Christian giving is a universal privilege. 
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A. 


It is according to ability. ; 
According to what we have and not what we do 
not have to give. 

God does not ask the unreasonable or impossible. 
He does require according to ability. 


Every offering is an opportunity to share. 

“Begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 
in the relief of the saints.’ vs. 4. 

To the Macedonian churches, giving was a privilege. 


V. Christian giving is a proof of sincerity. 
“IT say this is not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine.” v. 


8. 
A, 


God proved his love for us. John 3:16. 

So did Jesus Christ “Greater love hath no man.” 
Joh 15213. 

So did Mary with her Alabaster Box and the 
Widow who gave her mite. John 12:3, Mark 
12:41-44. 

Christian living must be consistent. 

God saw how Cornelius prayed and how he 
paid. Acts 10:2. 

Some are loud with their praying and feeble at 
paying. Let us be consistent. 


Vi. Christian giving is an enduring investment. 


A. 


The Bible is against hoarding possessions. 

They are unsafe here. “Do not lay up treasures for 
yourselves on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal.” Matthew 
G19, 

The Bible encourages the storing of spiritual 
treasures. 

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven 
where neither moth nor rust consumes... For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.” Matthew 6:20-21. 

It pays to serve Jesus here and now, 

“For while bodily training is of some value, 
godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to 
come.” I Timothy 4:8. 
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VIl. The rewards of Christian giving. 


A, 


An enriched life. 

Selfishness impoverishes life. It makes us miserly. 
Giving puts quality into life and makes us “‘tich 
towards God.” Luke 12:21. 

Soul growth. 

Stingyness dwarfs the soul. Giving expands the 
soul. 

An abundance of joy. 

“For in a severe test of affliction, their abundance 
of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed 
in a wealth of liberality on their part.” v. 2. 
Making a gift in love gladdens the heart. 

Increased gratitude. 

There would be less ingratitude if there were more 
giving. 


Vili. Conclusion 


Let us all ‘“‘see that you excel in this gracious work 
also,”’ 


THE CHURCH-GOING HABIT 


‘“‘And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he 
went into the synagogue, as his custom was on the sabbath 


day 


32 
. 


Luke 4:16, 


I. Introduction 

The holy habits of Jesus were: prayer, Bible study, 
worship and service. 

These regular habits helped him to build up a great 
reservoir of strength for his strenuous days. 


Il, Losses of habitual absenteeism from the church, 
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A. 


One’s life is robbed of inspiration. 

Robberies generally are committed against others, 
but this one is against one’s best self. The soul is 
the loser. 


One’s Christian growth is stunted. (it stops). 
Illustration—Peter Pan never grew up; he was 
always a child. Some Christians never come to their 
full heritage, never fill a man’s job, never mature, 
are always “childish.” 

Public worship is a means of growth. “And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” Hebrews 10:24-25. 

The will is enfeebled. 

Life’s decisions are in danger. The “black and 
white” of conviction tums into ‘“‘cold gray.” 

We are “on the fence,” so we compromise with the 
world. With Jesus is was “‘yea”’ or “nay.” 

It brings discredit on the name of Christ. 

One becomes a “‘misrepresentative”’ of Christ. 
According to the life of the ‘“‘stay-at-home,” 
Christianity and the church are not important. He 
casts his vote against both. 

It retards the advance of the Kingdom. 

The church has marching orders from her Lord. 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” 
Matthew 28: 19a. 

The absentee is a traffic blockade in the onward 
march of the church. 

By it, we neglect the highest duty of example and 
helpfulness to our families, 

Some people send their children to Sunday School. 
That is the least they can do for their Christian 
instruction, but no church can do a good job of 
teaching without the lives and cooperation of the 
parents. Failure at this point is most tragic. As a 
result of these losses, it is evident that we lose, God 
loses, the church loses, and the community suffers. 


Ill, Gains of reguiar church attendance. 
A. A quiet heart and a renewed faith. 


14] 


“Be still and know that I am God.” Psalms going. 
46:10a. A good business man will work for gains. 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in 
quietness and trust shall be your strength.” Isaiah 
30:15. MY CHURCH AND MY LIFE 
This is one of the first fruits of sincere worship. 7 
B. Mutual encouragement through fellowship of like “O Lord, I love the habitation of thy house, and the places 
minds. where thy glory dwells.” Psalms 26:8. 
We all have the same God, Christ, Bible, Holy 
Spirit and same hope for a heavenly home. This 
oneness needs emphasis. A solitary Christian is cut 
off from the fellowship of the brethren—he has no 
glow or warmth of faith. We cannot live the 
Christian life alone. The electrifying handshake, 
the “glad to see you,” “How is the family?” are all 
sources of encouragement. 
C. Increased information of the Christian way of 
living and the work we have to do. 
The church is a school for Christian living; a 
workshop for service. 
Refer to hymn “More about Jesus Let Me Learn.” 
The more we know about Him, the better we will 
understand our church. 
D. The renewing of courage and the gathering of new 
strength for the coming week. (no lost week end.) 
Our spiritual batteries are recharged. A. 
E. The gaining of respect of the community. 
Regular church attendance will silence criticism of 
neighbors. 
They know it when we stay at home on Sunday. 
F, Regular church attendance provides the right ex- 


“One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple.” Psalms 27:4. 


!, Introduction 
These two Psalms are evening prayers of a distressed, 
troubled and lonely soul. The pray-er is David who is a 
fugitive either from Saul or Absalom and for months has 
been deprived of worship in the temple. He expresses his _ 
“homesickness” for temple worship. His soul is hungry 
for what worship provides. 


. The blessings of my church. 
It is profitable to bring to our attention what the church 
is and means to us. 
Sacred memories of past experiences. 
David is looking back to that which he cannot now 
enjoy. He was a composer of music, sweet singer, 
harpist and choir director. The great oratorios of 
the past crowded in ‘‘on his'screen of memory.” 
All these had a sustaining effect on his soul. 


ample for the family. 

Parents, therefore, remember—there is no substi- 
tute for church attendance. Make yours a “‘house- 
hold of faith.” 


Wordsworth said, ‘““memory hath power.” 

Our past experiences may be those of a great 
revival, our own conversion, a wedding, a building 
program, etc. Let us have more Christian experi- 
ences. 


iV. Conclusion B. The blessing of public worship, 
A good habit is our best friend. “To behold the beauty of the Lord.” 


Here is a scale of values: losses and gains of church This the church does for its community. Today, 
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there is a new emphasis of building for worship, 
chancels, vestments, choirs, etc. The purpose of 
these tools is to enrich our worship services. What 
happens when we worship? Our hearts are quieted, 
our vision is clarified, our wills are undergirded, 
our motives purified. We make new resolutions and 
face the coming week with courage and confi- 
dence. 

C. Educational blessings. 
“To inquire in his temple.” The educational 
process. All services of the church are educational. 
Here we have the highest ideal set before us, hear 
the best music, listen to the best counsel, advice 
and guidance. In this school of Christian living, all 
of us may learn the will of God for our lives. 

D. The blessings of Christian fellowship. 
“The best people in the world” are in the church. 
They are not a perfect people; they still need God. 
It is far better to be in the church and working 
through her, than being on the outside and 
criticising her. Here we find togetherness in singing, 
praying, listening, sharing and greeting one an- 
other. ‘““We have fellowship with Him and with one 
another.” I John 3:2. 


E. The blessing of increased property values. 


Life is safer, cleaner, ideals are higher, people are 
more considerate and progressive in a church 
community. Real Estate men are pleased to say 
when promoting a property sale, “It’s only a few 
blocks to church and school.” Who wants to live 
where there is no church? 


My church and my life. 
Many people owe an unrealized debt to their church. We 
can best express our appreciation for what our church 
has done by: 
A. Squaring our lives with Jesus Christ. 
Adjust our lives with his will: The best contribu- 
tion we can make to our church is to serve Him 


right where we live. ““Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 
S216. 

B. By attending church services regularly. 
We cannot serve a God whom we do not worship. 
As Christians, we must show our colors. The 
Disciples, and Jesus set before us the church-going 
habit, “‘custom.”’ Our bodies require regular eating 
habits; our souls need regular nourishment. 

C. By supporting our church willingly. 
We support the church with our presence, encour- 
agement, prayers, influence and gifts. “‘As we give, 
we live.” All these we should give willingly. 

D. By promoting the whole program of the church 
constantly. 
The program of my church is large, important and 
challenging. We cannot promote it by “drives,” 
“spurts,” “‘shots in the arm.” These only bring 
temporary relief and in the end defeat the church. 
There are fifty-two weeks in the year for promot- 
ing the Lord’s work. “Always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain.” I Corinthians 15:S58b. 

E. By being loyal to the Head of the Church — Jesus 
Christ. 
All of us have legitimate loyalties—home, school, 
community, agencies, etc. Sometimes loyalties 
“‘clash’’ because of lack of time. If we place Christ 
at the top of our loyalties, we heighten and enrich 
all other loyalties. 


IV. Conclusion 
The best example of church loyalty is contained in these 
verses: 
“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
that he might consecrate her, having cleansed her, by 
the washing of water with the word, that the church 
might be presented before him in splendor, without 
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spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:25-27. 


THE PRACTICAL VALUE OF RELIGION 


“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this: to visit the orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
James }:27. 
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Introduction 

The author of the book of James is a brother of Jesus. 
He later became a Bishop in the church. James 
reproduces the teachings of Christ. He separates the true 
from the false like a fanning mill does the wheat from 
the chaff, 

False religion is listed as: 

A. Talk only. 

B. Class distinction. 

C, Auditory only. 

D. Undemonstrative. 

E. Formality. 

Pure religion is expressed in the text. 


. The Godward side of religion. 


“before God” 

A. The Christian religion centers in a holy God. “God 
and the father.”’ He is knowable and approachable. 
He has revealed himself through conscience, 
nature, history, the Scriptures, and through his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
‘He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father?’”” John 14:10. 

B. The Christian conception of God is “Father.” 
This is New Testament terminology. Jesus gave it 
to us. “Our Father hallowed by thy name.” Luke 
11:2b. 
Jesus may have gotten this conception from Joseph 


who was a good father. 

C. Our faith must be pure in principle and undefiled 
in Operation. 

D. All our worship is “before God.” 
Our praying, worship and giving, our church vows 
and lives are constantly “‘before God.” 

E. The inner and outer expression of our lives must 
harmonize. Awareness of God’s presence influences 
our conduct. We are always in his presence. 


lll. The manward side of religion, 


“Visit the orphans and widows in their affliction.” 

We must be active for the needy in every area of life. 

A. Ours is a social religion as well as personal, 
Only Christianity can cleanse our social streams in 
society. The text suggests contact with the needy 
of our day. “‘visit”’ 

B. Christianity shows its love and sympathy for the 
needy. 
The Red Cross, Community Chest, Homes for 
children and aged, CROP, HPI, Relief programs 
and World Service are some expressions of Chris- 
tianity’s concerns. Matthew 25:31-46. 


IV. The selfward side of religion. 


“Keep oneself unstained from the world.” 

A. The world has a tendency to stain Christians. 

Illustration—Get too close to the curb when slush 
and water are plentiful, and you will get 
“splashed.’’ There is a tendency to pull away from 
God by an “under tug.” 
Abraham was ‘“‘splashed”’ by falsehood, Noah by 
too much wine, David by adultery and Peter by 
denial of his Lord. These spots and stains are 
conspicuous. 


B. You are in charge of yourself, 


You and | say what we will eat, what words we will 
speak. It is up to us. God helps keep us when we 
are in the path of duty and obedience. Life is safe 
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only when dedicated to God. We should shun 
worldliness like we do “smallpox.” “Do not love 
the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in 
him,” Tiohn 2:13, 

C. Keeping oneself free from stains is a matter of pure 
religion. 
Stains may be removed “But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.”” I John 1:7. 


V. Conclusion 


The practical value of religion may be summed up in 
three statements: Love God, serve the needy, and keep 
clean. 


DEDICATED POWERS 


“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.” Mark 12:30. 


|. Introduction 


It was Tuesday of Holy Week. Group scheming had 
started, The Pharisees, Sadduces, Herodians and Scribes 
had gone into a “huddle.” Their plan was to “trap” 
Jesus, to “get him.” Although they were enemies, they 
united for a common foe. 

The inquiring Scribe submits his question to Jesus, 
“Which commandment is first of all?” Jesus answers 
with the text. 

There are four natures to each one of us—these make up 
our total personality. 


Il. The emotional nature — “Love... with all your heart.” 
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A. God loves us with all his heart. 
This fact is demonstrated in John 3:16. It is the 
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nature of God to love, for “God is love.”” I John 
4:16. 

B. The Christian religion begins, and continues in the 
heart. 
““For man believes with his heart and so is justified, 
and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.” A 
religion without heart is cold, dead and formal. 
Illustration—it is like brick without mortar to hold 
it together. 

C. The vital importancyof a deep love for God. 
It is the secret of inspiration and giving. It is the 
soul of missions and the main-spring of service. 


HI. The spiritual nature — “With all the soul.” 


A. The soul is the spiritual and eternal in man. 
The body is the tent ““For we know that if the 
earthly tent we live in is destroyed...” II Corin- 
thians 5:]. At death, the soul moves out. There 
was a time when we were not, but there never will 
be a time when we shall not be. 

B. Soul love for God is indispensible. 
God is a spirit. Man has the divine element in him. 
These two yearn for fellowship. This is what St. 
Augustine had in his heart when he said, “Thou 
hast made us for thyself and we rest not until we 
rest in thee.” 

C. This is a mystic union. 
Like unto the Vine and Branches ~ John 15:1-11, 
From Him we draw our life, strength and wisdom. 
We are all mystic to some extent. 


IV. The intellectual nature — ““Love... with all your mind.” 


The Great Teacher adds “‘mind.” He links religion with 
intelligence. 
A. The intellect has a large place in religion. 
*““As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Proverbs 
23° fe 
David — “I thought on my ways.” Psalms 119:59, 
Peter — “And Peter remembered, .. and he went 
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out and wept bitterly.” Matthew 26:75. 

St. Paul’s great intellect was enriched by love — I 
Corinthians 13. 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which you have 
in Christ Jesus,” Phil. 2:5, 

We should use our minds more for the Kingdom. 
Paul — ‘‘... think about these things.”” Phil. 4:8. 
To think straight and to arrive at right conclusions 
the mind must be “shot through” with the spirit of 
Christ. Take your mind to church with you. 


V. The physical nature — “Love... with all thy strength.” 


A. 


There is work to be done. 
Service for others proves our love for God. We are 


to use all our energies for Kingdom activities. 
The whole personality is set towards God. 


Heart — soul ~ mind — and — strength. 
All powers dedicated to God. 


Vt. Conclusion 


A. 


B. 
C. 


This business of being a Christian is a bigger job 
than we think. 

We are bigger men when love fills our whole being. 
Since love comes first in the supreme command- 
ment, it must get first emphasis in all our work. 
Obedience to the first commandment is the first 
duty of the church. 


DO YOU HAVE WHAT !T TAKES? 


‘“‘And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; henceforth you 


will be catching men. 


Woke: S218. 


I. Introduction 

This is not just another fish story. It is an account of 
sterling character, evangelism, discipleship, and dedica- 
tion. The entire incident reveals what it takes to be a 
follower of the Master. It takes — 
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I], A listening ear. 
“They pressed on him to hear the word of God.” v. 1. 


A. 


They listened attentively. 

God does not speak without attention. That would 
be a waste of time and message. Both of these are 
important. 

Illustration—““When the Lord saw that he (Moses) 
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, ‘Moses, Moses.” And he said, ‘Here am I.” ” 
Refer to hymn — “I am Listening.” 

They listened prayerfully. 

Prayer — “Dear Lord, help me to get this message.” 
Illustration—“Now therefore we are all here pres- 
ent in the sight of God, to hear all that you have 
been commanded by God.” Acts 10:33. 

Simon Peter, tell us what God told you. Not what 
you think, hear or read, but what did God say? 


it}. An obedient heart. 


A. 


Jesus wanted Peter to make a haul. 

‘Put out into the deep and let down your nets for 
a catch. v. 4b. 

We live too near the shore in Christian work. 

Jesus wanted to teach a lesson through doing. 

He wants the church to go where the people are. 
Simon Peter’s fears and failure. 

“Master, we have toiled all night and took 
nothing.” v. 5a. 

The old veteran was ready to quit. It had been toil, 
night and nothing. It had been a succession of 
failures. 

Faith in the face of failure. 

“But at your word I will let down the nets.” v. 5b. 
This reply reveals the character of Simon Peter. 

For his Lord, he would try again. Jesus was to be 
his companion and guide in the effort. 

Refer to hymn — ‘Trust and Obey.” 





IV. Busy hands, 
“They beckoned to their partners in other boats to 
come and help them.” v. 7a. 


A. 


The miracle of grace is for the obedient. 

Put these two together “‘Put out into the deep” 
and ‘“‘They enclosed a great shoal of fish.’’ Here we 
see again what the supremacy of Jesus means to a 
life. “Do whatever he tells you.”” John 2:5b. 

A call for help. 

“They beckoned to their partners in other boats to 
come and help them.” v. 7a. 

The lesson in doing demonstrated. 

Their unselfish cooperation. 

“And they came and filled both the boats, so that 
they began to sink.” v. 7b. 

Without this cooperation the nets would have 
broken and all the fish lost. Preserving the miracle 
was too much for Peter and Andrew; they needed 
James and John to help. Many souls are lost while 
we discuss program, doctrine, creed, vestments, 
buildings, finances, etc. Ralph Sockman said on 
May , 1959, “The greatest achievement of this 
decade is church cooperation.” 


V. A humble mind. 
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A. 


The effects of the vision on Simon. 

“But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord.’ ”’ v. 8. 

With Peter it was the collapse of self in the 
presence of God’s power. After such an experience, 
Peter was where the Master could use him. The 
same thing took place in the Old Testament. 
Isaiah 6:1-9. 

The effects of the vision of Simon’s partners. 
“astonished.” For them this was indeed a humbling 
experience. We need again to see what God can do 
with obedient servants. 

Jesus’ reply to Peter. 


ee aint i aneasinalninerraeaaaanaramraniaeinseainiveciana 


“Don’t be afraid; henceforth you will be catching 
men.” 

From fishing to evangelism: one work to another. 
He became the “Big Fisherman.” 


VI. Eager feet, 
“They brought boats to land, left everything and 
followed him.” 


A, 


They yielded their lives to him. 

They could sing “I surrender all” and mean it. No 
mockery or pretense. He had come into their lives. 
Their dedication was complete. 

“They left everything and followed him.” 


“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 


him who brings good tiding, who publishes peace, 
who brings good tidings of good, who publishes 
salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
~ Asaiah 32:7, 


VII. Conclusion 
It takes our ears, hearts, hands, minds and feet to be a 
Good Disciple of Jesus Christ. 


THE CHURCH OF MY DREAMS 


“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he departed 
from them.” Luke 24:50, 51. 


|. Introduction 


A. 


Jesus and his Bethany friends. He chose Bethany as 
the place of his Ascension. His final benediction 
and farewell. 

This famous chapter reveals the mission of the true 
church. 


b33 





Hl. Her worship is joyful. 
‘‘And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and 
were continually in the temple blessing God.”’ vs. 52, 
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22. 
A. 


Worship has been designated as the “standing 
orders” of the church. 

By faith we look up for inspiration, direction, 
strength and guidance. All these come when we 
make conscious contact with our Lord. “But they 
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.” 
Isaiah 40:31. 

Worship demands preparation. 

Of building, congregation, pastor and choir, pro- 
gram and the awareness of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Form is indispensable but always secondary. Spirit 
is always first. 

The true fruits of worship affect the — heart, 
motives, vision, and will. Our spiritual batteries are 
recharged. 


. Her people are warm-hearted. 


“They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he 
opened to us the scriptures?’”’ v. 32. 


A. 


Fellowship is the sign of His presence. 

Fellowship is a credential of the Christian church. 
Fellowship has a warmth, a glow and a radiance. It 
leads people to say, “I feel at home here.” We all 
need Christian fellowship. 

This warmth and glow may be lost through — 
neglect, indifference and worldly associations. 
When the glow is gone we suffer; others suffer; 
God suffers. the church suffers, The lights are 
“low.” It is then that we need to pray and sing 
“Revive Us Again.” 

Paul exhorts “Be aglow with the spirit”? Romans 
TZ ih. 

Iliustration—Fuel must be replenished in the fire- 


place. 

Our lives need constantly to be replenished by 
prayer, worship, Bible meditations, and service. 
““Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the spirit, serve 
the Lord.” Romans 12:11. 


iV. Her people are open minded. 
“Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures.” v. 45. 


A. 


The mind has an important place in religion. 

Jesus — Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all 
your mind.” Mark 12:30. 

The “open mind” is not a funnel mind or a sponge. 
It is one that accepts new truth when it is found. 
Hymn ~— “To Long For Truth As Blind Men Long 
For Light.” 

The tragedy of a closed mind. 

The person “who knows it all”? has circumscribed 
his mind. 

INustration of two famous scholars—In 1920, 
Professor William James of Harvard said, ‘““No one 
gets new ideas after he is twenty five years old.” 
Ten years later Professor Thorndyke of Columbia 
University said, “You are not at your best until 
you are fifty and from then on you get better all 
the time.” The latter part of the statement referred 
to the enrichment of life’s experiences. 

The educational task of the church. 

“Teaching them to observe all things I have 
commanded you.” Matthew 28:20. 

Our departments of education, literature, semi- 
naries, colleges, camps, Sunday Schools, etc., are to 
keep the church at study. 


V. Her purpose is evangelistic. 
“Was it not necessary that Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” v. 26. 


A. 


The bleeding Cross and the vacant tomb were a 
necessity for both God and man. God is holy; man 
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- jis sinful. Christ’s death reconciles God and man. 


Paul — “Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, he was buried and was raised the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” I 
Corinthians 15:3-4. This is the Gospel in a nutshell. 
An appropriate illustration. 

A church of a certain denomination just across the 
Mississippi River adopted the trademark ‘The 
Church of the Exalted Christ’? and has lived up to 
that name. Her growth has been consistent and 
steady. The pastor states, ““We have averaged one 
conversion each Sunday for the last twelve years.” 
The evangelistic program of the church must 
function the year round. 

We will never save the world by two-week meetings 
or revivalism only. Men and women, boys and girls 
can be won to Christ. “Preach the word, be urgent 
in season and out of season, convince, rebuke and 
exhort, be unfailing in patience and teaching.”’ II 
Timothy 4:2. 


VI. Her vision is world-wide. 

‘“‘And that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.” Luke 24:47. 
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A. 


The Master’s plan for world evangelization. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...” 
Matthew 28:19. 

The church can do no less. She has no other reason 
for existence. If she fails in her mission, she will 
degenerate into a club. 

The missionary slogan ‘‘One world in Christ.” 

To achieve this goal there must be one Leader, one 
Message, one Fellowship, one Strategy. 

The world has been made a neighborhood through 
science. It is the task of the church to make the 
world a Brotherhood through Christ. 


Vit. Conclusion 


The mission of the church is Worship, Fellowship, 


Education, Evangelism and Missions. 
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